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LEGEND OF MONTROSE. 



CHAPTER I. 

lo a rebeUioOy 
WhcB wlwes not meet* but what must bft, wailt 
Then were thej chosen ; in a better hour. 
Let what is meet be said it must be meet. 
And throw their power i'the dust. 

CatiiOlAMVM. 

Ik a small apartment, remote from the rest 
of the guests assembled at the castle. Sir 
DciAcan Campbell was presented with every 
species of refreshment, and respectfully at- 
tended by Lord Menteith, and by Allan 
Jkf*Aulay. His discourse with the latter 
turned upon a sort of hunting campaign, 
ih which they had been engaged together 
against the Childrca of the Mist, with 
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4 TALES OF MY LANDLORD. 

whom the Knight of Ardenvohr, as well 
as the M^Aulays, had a deadly and irrecon^ 
.cilable feud« Sir Duncan, however, speedily 
endeavoured to lead back the conversatioti 
to the subject of his present errand to the 
castle of Darnlinvarach. 

^* It grieved him to the very heart," he 
«aid, ** to see that friends and neighbours, 
who should stand shoulder to shoulder, 
were likely to be engaged hand to band in 
a cause which so little coacerned them. 
What signifies k," he said, «< to the High- 
land chiefs, whether King or Parliament got 
uppermost ? Were it not better to let thcym 
settle their own differences without inter* 
ference, while the chiefs in the mean timf 
took the opportunity of establishing their 
own authority in a manner not to be called 
in questipn hereafter by either King or 
Parliament ? He reminded Allan M^Aulay 
that the measures taken in the Jast reij^n to 
settle the peace, as was alleged of the High- 
lands, were in fact levelled at the patri- 
archal power ol the chieftains^— and be 
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A LE6BND OF MONTROSE. 5 

mentioned the celebrated settlement of the 
Fife undertakers, as they were called, in 
the Lewis, as part of a deliberate plan, 
formed to introduce strangers among the 
Celtic tribes, to destroy by degrees their 
ancient customs and mode of government, 
and to despoil them of the inheritance of 
their fathers. And yet,'* he continued, ad- 
dressing Allan, *« it is for the purpose of 
giving despotic authority to the monarch 
by whom these designs have been nursed, 
that so many Highland chiefs are upon the 
point of quarrelling with, and drawing the 
sword against their neighbours, allies, and 
ancient confederates,** 

•* It is to my brother,** said Allan, " it is 
to the eklest son of my father's house that 
the Knight of Ardenvohr must address 
these remonstrances. I am, indeed, the 
brother of Angus ; but in being so, lam 
only the first of his clansmen, and bound 
to shew an example to the others by my 
chearftil and ready obedience to his com* 
mands," 
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*• The cause also,'* said Lord Menteitln 
interposing, « is far more general than Sb 
Duncan Campbell seems to suppose it. It 
is neither limited to Saxon nor to Gael, 
to mountain nor to strath, to Highlamlit 
nor to Lowlands. The question is, if we will 
continue to be governed by the unlimited^ 
authority assumed by a set of perscms in 
no respect superior to ourselves, instead of 
returning to the natural government of the 
Prince against whom they have rebeiled^^ 
And respecting the interest of the High- 
lands in particular,*' he added, <• I crave 
Sir Duncan Campbell's pardonfor my plains 
ness ; but it seems very clear to me, that 
the only eiSect produced by the present 
usurpation, will be the agrandisement of 
one overgrown clan at the expence of every 
independent chief in the Highlands." 

*« I will not reply to you, my lord,*^ siud 
Sir Duncan Campbell, << because I know 
your prejudices, and from whom they are 
borrowed } yet you will pardon my saying, 
that being at the head of a rival bruich of 
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the House of GrahaiDf I. have both fead of 
and known an Earl of Mentetth who wouki^ 

ft 

have disdained to have been tutored in 
politics^ or to have been commanded ia 
war» by aii Earl of Montrose." 
. ^* You will find it in vain, Sir Puncan," 
aatd Lord Menteith, haughtily, '' to set. my 
Tafiity in arms against my principles. The 
King gave my ancestors their title and 
rank; and these shall never prevent my 
meting, in the Royal cause, under any one 
who is better qualified thaii myself to be a 
commander in chief. Least of all, shall 
aoy miserable jealousy prevent, me from 
]4acing:my hand and sword under the gui 
dance of the bravest, the mqst loyaJ^ the 
most heroic spirit among our Scottish no- 

" Pity," said Sir Duncan Campbell, " that 
you cannot add to his panegyric the farther 
of the most steady, and the most 
. But I have no purpose of de- 
hMtng Ihese points with you, my lord," 
his hand, as if to avoid further dis- 
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cussion; ^ the die is cast with you; aU 
low me only to express my sorrow for the 
disastrous fate to which Angus M'Aulay'ik 
natural rashness, and your lordship's influ- 
ence, are dragging my gallant friend AUaft 
Here, with his father's clan, and many a 
brave man besides.** 

'• The die is cast for us all, Sir Duncan,*^ 
replied AUan, looking gloomy ; *^ the iron 
band of destiny branded our fate upon our 
fore- head long ere we could form a mA, 
or raise a finger in our own behalf. Were 
this otherwise, by what means does the Seer 
ascertain the future from those phado^y 
presages whichhaunt his waking and his 
sleeping eye ? Nought can be foreseen but 
that which is certain to happen." 

Sir Duncan Campbell was about to reply, 
and the darkest and most contested point 
of metaphysics might have been brought 
into discussion betwixt two Highland dis- 
putants, when the door opened, and Annot 
Lyle, with her clairshach in her hand, en- 
tered the apartment. The freedom of a 
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Highland matden was in her step and in 
her eye) fcH*, bred up in the closest in- 
timacy with the Laird of M^Aulay and his 
brother, with Lord Menteith, and other 
young men who frequented Damlinvarach, 
she possessed none of that timidity which a 
iemhle educated chiefly asKKig her own sex 
wooU either have fett, or thought neces^ 
sary to assume, upon an occasicm like the 
present. 

Her dress partook of the antique, fot 
new £ishfons seldom penetrated into the 
Highlands, nor would they easily have 
found their way to a castle inhabited chief- 
ly by men whose sole occupation was war, 
and the chase. Yet Annofs garments were 
not only becoming, but even rich. Her 
open jacket,' with a high collar, was com- 
posed of blue doth, richly embroidered, 
and had stiver clasps to fasten, when it. 
pleased the wearer. Its sleeves, which 
were wide, came no lower than the elbowj 
and terminated in a golden fringe ; under 
this upper coat, if it can be so termed, she 
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wore an under dress of blue satin, also 
richly embroidered, but which was several 
shades lighter in colour than the upper gar- 
ntent The petticoat was formed of tartan 
silk, in the set, or pattern, oi whtcfe the co^ 
lour of blue great! j predominated, so as to^ 
remove the tawdry effect too frequently pro^ 
duccd in tartan, by the mtxtureand strong 
opposition of, colours. An antique silver 
chain bung round her neck, and supported 
the wreitf or k^y with wbich she tuned her 
instrument. A small ruff rose above her col- 
lar, and was secured by a broach of some va- 
lue, an old keep-sake from Lord Menteith* 
Her profusion of light hair almost bid her 
laughing eyes, while, with a smile and b 
blush, she mentioned that she had M^Au* 
lay's directions to ask them if they du»se 
music. Sir Duncan Cunpbell gazed with 
consideraUe surprise and interest at the 
lovely apparition which thus inteririqptcid 
his debate with Allan M^Aulay. 

« Can this,* he said to him in a iriuspv , 
<< a creature so beautifol and elegaat, be a 
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domestic muiicnan of your brothefa esta* 

M By no means,*' answered Allan, hastily 
yet with some hesitation ; <* she is a *—*-*- a 
-•-near wlation of our family— and treated,** 
lie added, more firmly, ^ as an adopted 
daughter of our father's house.'' 

As he spoke tlius, he arose from his^es^, 
and with that aif of courtesy which every 
HigUander can assume when it suits him 
to practise it,.he resigned.it to Annot^ and 
fifffered to her^.at the same time, whatever 
fefreshments the table afforded, with an as- 
ttduity which was probably designed to 
give l^r Duncim an impression of her rank 
^md consequence. If>sneh was Allan's pur- 
pose, ho wever,^ it was unnecessary. Sir 
Duncan kept his eyes fixed upon Annpt 
ivith an^expressioo of much deeper interest 
tliancoidd have arisen from any impression 
fliat. she was a person of consequence* 
Annot even felt embarrassed under the old 
» loiigfat^s steady gaze ; and it was not with- 
out .Gon8id#riyi>le hesitation, that, tuning 
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tier in^nmentf and tecwriiog am i^Meotiiig 
look from Lord Menteith and AUao* abe 
executed the foUowiag ballad, wbich our 
firiead^ Mr Seeundus M'PhejBon, who«^ 
goGdaess we had before to HckwmMgef 
has thus translated into the SogUsili iongue : 

THE ORPHAN MAID. 

I • 

t 

November's hail-cloud driils away, 

November's sun-beam wan 
Looks coldly on the castle grey^ 

Wlien iorth Qcmf» Lady Ai^e. 

The orphan by the oak was set^ 

Her arms^ her feet, were bare. 
The hail-drops had not ixMlttd yet, 

Asaid her raven hair. 

** And, dame," sheisaid, ''by all the ties 
. , That child and mother know, 
Aidjpae who never knew these joys/ 
Itelieve an orphan's woe/' 

The lady said, '' An orphan's state 

Its hard and sad to bear ; 
Yet worse the widow'd mother's fate,, 

^0 xnoumn bptb Igrd and heir. 
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*' Twelve ibam tte roHing yvAr hti dped, ^ 

Sincej while £rom v«fi{panc# wild 
Of fierce Strathallan's chief I fled. 
. Forth's eddies whelmed my child." * 

** Twelve times the year its course has bom,* 

The wandering maid replied, 
'^ Since fishers on St Bridget's mom 

Drew neta on.Cavipsle side. 

y f 

'' St Bridget sent no scaly ^poil ; 

An infant, well ingh dead. 
They 8aved> and reared in want and toil^ '' 

To beg from you her bread." 

That orphan maid the lady kissed,-— 

" My husband's looks you bear ; 
Saint Bridget and her mom be blessed ! 

You are his widow's heir." 



They've robed that maid, so poor and pale. 

In silk and sandals rare ; 
And pearls, for drops of frozen hail. 

Ate glistening in her hair.* 



* The admirers of pure Celtic antiquity, notwithstaiid* 
ing the elegance of the above translation, may be desi« 
rous to see a literal version firom the original Gaelic^ 
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While* the fumg i^roceedM, Lord^Mieai- 
teHh observed, with some surprise, that it 



whieh ire therefore tubjoin; and have only to adtl, 
diat die original ia deposited witb Mr Jede^iab Cleiak- 
boChaoGU 

Literal Tbanblation. 

The hailrUaat had drift^ avay upon tlie winga of 
the gale of autunm. The sun looked from between the 
clouds^ jMle as the wounded hero who rears his head 
feebly on the heath when the roar of t)attle hath' passed . 
over him. 

Finele^ the Lady of the Castle^ came forth to see her 
maidens pass to the herds with their leglins. 

There jiat an orphan maiden beneath the old oak-tree 
.of appointment. The. withered leaveis fell around her^ 
md her heart was more withered than they. 

The parent of the ice (poetically taken for the'froat) 
still congealed the hail-drops in her hair ; they were 
like the specks of white ashes on the twisted boughs oi . 
ibe blackened and half-Qons\un.ed oak. 

And the maiden said^ " Give me comfort^ Ladji r" 
am an orphan child," Apd the Lady replied, '^ How 
can I give that which I have not? I am the widow of 
a slain lord,— the mother of a perished diiM. When I 
fled in my .fear from the vengeance of my husband's 
foe, our bark was ov^whelmed in the tide, and my m^ 
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upl^arod to prodace a muek deeper eflbct 
^pon the mind of Sir DuDcan CaopbeU^ 
than he could possibly have anticipated 
from his age and character. He well knew 
that, the Highlanders of that period posses* 
sed a much greater sensibility both for tale 
and song than was found among their Low- 
land neighbours ; but even thid, he thought^ 
hardly accounted for the embarrassoient 
with which the old man withdrew his eyes 



fant perished. This was on Saint Bridget's mom, near 
the strong Lyns of Campsie. May ill luck light lipon 
the day." And the maiden answered^ '' It was on Saint 
Bridget's mom, and twelve harvests before this time, 
thai the fishermen of Campsie drew in their nets neither 
grilse nor salmon, but an ii fant half dead, who hath since 
taved in misery, and n.ust die, unless she is now aidecL'' 
And the Lady answered, *' Blessed be Saint Bridget 
and her mom, for these are the dark eyes and the fal. 
tton look of my slain lord ; and thine shall be the inhe- 
ritance of his widow." And she called for jier waiting 
attendants, and she bade them clothe that maiden in 
silk and in samite; and the pearls which they have 
wove among her black tresseSf were whiter than the 
iras^ hail-drops. 
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from the songstress, as if unwilling' to suffer 
them to rest on an object so interesting. 
Still less was it to be expected, that fea- 
tures which expressed pride» stern common 
sense, and the austere habit of authority, 
should have been so much agitated by so 
trivial a circumstance. As the^ChiePs brow 
became clouded, he drooped his large shag* 
gy ff^y eye-brows until they almost con- 
cealed his eyes, oti the lids of which some- 
thing like a tear might be seen to glisten. 
He remained silent and fixed in the same 
posture for a minute or two, after the last 
note had ceased to vibrate. He then rai« 
sed his head, and having looked at Annot 
3Lyle, as if about to speak to her, he as sud- 
denly changed that purpose, and was about 
to address Allan, when the door opened^ 
and the Lord of the Castle made his ap« 
pearance. 
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CHAPTER II. 
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Dark on their joiimey lour'd the gloomy day, 
Wild were the faitti, and doobtfiil fiew the Way | 
I^^re dark, more gloomy, and more doubtfy, ihawM 
The mansion, which received them frnm the road. 



Ths Travell'eiCs, a Romance. 
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' Angus if * Am^AY was charged with a mes* 
sage which he seeoied to find some difficult 
ty in communicating J fbr it was not till 
after he Had fritn^d his speech sbv^ral di& 
ferent waj^i^ and bU>ndered them, all) that 
he succeeded in letting Sir Duncan Camp* 
bell know that the cavalier who was to ac 
company him was Waiting in readiness^ 
and that ail was prepared for his return to 
Inverary. Sir Duncan Campbell rose up 
veiy indignantly J the affront which this 
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message implied immediately driving out 
of his recollection the sensibility which had 
been awakened by the music, 

<* I little expected this/' be said, looking 
indignantly at Angm M'Aulay, << I little 
thought that there was a chief in the West 
Highlands^ who,, at the pleasure of a Saxon^ 
would have bid the Knight of Ardenvohr 
leave his castle when the sun was declininig 
from the meridian, and er^ the sec<md cup 
bad been filled. But farewell, sir^ the food 
Qf a churl does not satisfy the appetite ; 
when I next i|^isit Darnlinvarach, it shall^ 
be with a naked swerd in one hand and a 
fire-brand in the other." 

<^ And if you so come^" said Angu% '* I 
jdedge myself to meet you faiily, though 
you brought five hundred Campbells at 
your back, and to afibrd you and them such 
OAtertaiEment that you shall not again coiup 
plain of the hospitality of Darnlinvaracb J" 

^ TIffeatened mw/^ said Sk Dunqan^ 
^ live long. Your turn for gasconading^ 
Laird of M^Aulay^ is too well known, thaf 
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ih6ii of iK^nour shouh) regard your vatintf ; 
To you, my lord, dad to Allans who have 
supplied the place of my churlish hbaty I 
leave my t^nks* And to yoii, {nretty 
mktress/' he said^ addi'essibg Aonot Lylei 
'''this Httle token, of having opened s 
fbnnMn which hath beeh dry for inany a 
year." So saying he left the apartmenty 
inA commanded his attendslnts to be sum- 
moned. Angus M' Aulay, equally embar* 
rassed and incensed at the charge of inhoa** 
pitalityv whfcli was the greatest posstt>le' 
affront to 'a Highlander, did|pot follow Sir 
Duaeari to the court-yird) where mcNintiDgk 
bis pallrey, which was in readiness, foliow- 
ed by SIX mounted attendants, and accom- 
panied by the noble Captain Dalgetty, who 
had also awaited him, holding Gustavui 
ready for actbri, thoiigh he did not draw 
his girths and mount till Sir Donom ap;# 
peared, the whole cavalcade left the castk* 
i The journey was long and toibome, but 
irithout any of the extreme privationa 
which the Laird of M^Aulay had proph6» 
sied. In truth. Sir Duncan was very caiN 
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tious to avoid those neamr and more secmt: 
paths, bji means of which the rounty of 
Argyle was accessible from the westward ; 
£ar hia relation and chiefs the Marquis^ wack 
us^ to boast, that he would not for a hiKK 
dred thousand crowns any mortal should: 
know the passes by which an armed force 
^uld penetrate into his oountry. 

Sir Duncan Campbell, therefore, rathee 
sjiunned the Highlands, and &Uing into 
the low country, made for the nearest sea*^ 
port, where he had several half-decked gaU 
hes^ or lariinj^ aa they were cdled,. at hia 
command. In one of these they embarked^ 
with Gustavus in company, who was so^ 
seasoned to adventure, that land and sea^^ 
seemed as indifibrent to him as to hi& mas* 
ten 

The wind being favourable, they pursu- 
ed their way rapidly with sails and oars ; and 
early the next morning it was announced' 
to Captain Dalgetty, then in a small cabin 
boder the halt-deck, that the galley was 
under the walls of Sir Duncan Campbell's 
eastle; 
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I 

Ardenvohr» accordingly t roae h^j^ sboft 
lamt whtii he eame upon the deck of the 
^^ey», It wfts a gkntmy aqtmrt tower, of 
^OR&iderablesicse and great t)etgfat» situated 
^ipon a headland prelecting * ill to the ssdt 
y^atM lake, or arm of the sea^ which lliey 
had entered on the pieoeditig iveoing. A 
yfiM, with flanking toweis nt each ahgle^ 
sQfTounded tbe castle to landward ; but to* 
wafdii the lake, it was biiilt so near the 
teink of the pteeipicd al only td leave room 
lor a battery of aeven guM, designed t6 
|iro(^e9t the fectreup from any^iiisolt froni 
4hat fide, although siAualed too high to h6 
of any efifebtual use acce^ding to the mo^ 
4ern fysteai of warftf e* 

The eastern fun, risti^ behind the old 
tower, flung 4t» ahadow &r on the lake, 
darkening the ditck 6£ the galley, on whidhr 
Captain Dalgetty now walked, waitiisg with' 
some iiDpatieoee the lUgnal to hmd. Sir 
Dua^a^ Caraf^ll, m he wa$ informed by 
ilia »tteMdMltii wtasatvendy inthia the waUt 
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of tibe CMtlo} but no om eoeoujr&ged tbe 
oaptaiii's proposal of following *hi^ ftflbMe, 
itntilf as they stated, diegr sbouM receive 
the direct permission or md» of the Kmgbt 
af Ardravohr. 

V In a short titM aftasrwards the nufd- 
date arrived, while a boat, with a |Hper 
in tbe bow, bearing the Knight of I^ 
denvohr's crest in silver iqpoa his 1^ 
arm, «id {laying with all his might te 
fiuntly march, entitled The Campbells are 
Coming, arrived to conduct the envoy of 
Montrose to the castle of Ardenvohn 
The distance between the galley and tbe 
beach ^as so short as scarce to require tbe 
assistance of tlie eight sturdy rowers, ia 
bonnets, diort coat^ and trews, whose 
efforts aent the boat to the little creek in 
^ioh tbey usually landed, before onecould 
hmte conceived that it had left the side of 
fte burUng. Two of the* boatmen, in spile 
of Dalgetty's resi^nee, horsed the captain 
on the bade of a third Highbnder, and 
wading through the surf with hiao, landed 



Vim higitt aad drf upon tlie bewh- bd beaih 
the easde r6dc« : In the fiuie ^ tihig roek 
there appeared womethmg like tile cntranot 
^ a low^bronrod caVem, towaidB which the 
asMStants were preparing to harry our friend 
JEkigeity^ when, shaking himieirioose from 
liiein with mme difficulty, he iosfeted dpon 
leeiti^Oiis^as ufely landed before he pso* 
ioeedei one alep ftrther. The Higfalaiideti 
iiould not comprehend v9iaA he meant, im- 
tU one who had picked up a little EoglUh, 
lot rather Lowland 8c<^h, exclaimed, 
«< Hoots ! its a^ about her horse, ta useless 
baste.'* Further remoMbrance on the part 
of Ciqptain Dalgetty was interrupted by 
ahe ^^armice 6f Sk Duncan CampbeH 
hsBKkelf, fmm tiiie «u»tth of the cavern 
mlaeh we hftve descrAied^ for the purpose 
of ;iisvitsig Cai^9M Dalgetty to accept of 
Ike hospitality of Ardenvohr, pledging 
Ina iidnonr, at -the same time, thai Gusta- 
wuSiSfaould be treated as became the hero 
£Ami:'wimm be delved his name, not to 
mmMou the important peincm to. whom be 



new faribiigadii^ iMofew^s^nifiipf Il(tt^ 
firotory guarantee, Csipcain DdigeUf maoiA 
flkilL bafw fatatatod, isiick waa^fai».«nxietjr 
to^jMka^is dMB*£rte ^ likioaapnMm Oun- 
tevus# had tiok t wd HigMamlers ^otaad hial 
fay the aniaflk tard.nmoe po^tml^him m bei> 
faiiid^ fetrhSda fifth exciaiAedt ^ HsbmUmm^l 
wi' l;b6 dttftiiSaseiiachl does dio ilohear 
the laird bidding her up to ktor.«itt.cialli| 
and is ua.thsfc ymry iniekle immwm far the 

like p' liec S"^ . . > - 

, Thus imp^ifaed, €a|itaiti Dilgelty.OQuld 
in^y keep ;a revfertedejre t<l«raidd ikt .gid& 
ley in wfaach h«whad left the pMrtDei" of hii 
military^ toib* Ja a few mkiiilies afterwwfta 
be fotmd htmsdf involved ia the tttaldaofei 
ness of a stasscase^ iphish^ enteriog fyem 
ihe^lowf bfowed caf^ra wUch we hove men^ 
tionedy winded upwards thfongt^ the .en»> 
If ail9 of tbp Imng rock.^ » 

. ^^ The curbed fiUghbadsatn^geiH?' wu^ 
tered the jcapttaio, half aloud) **^htitia:tii 
become, of me i£ Guaisvus^ the naadesaiBe 
of the invincible Lion of the Piottttant 
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iM^ty dmild be Iftiftedtnofig their itntaiu 
ty bands." 

•< Hsve na ftar of dwty'* t»d the voice 
of Sir Donesm, who wis nearer to him than 
be imagined ; ^^ my men are accustomed 
to haiKtle \H»Be9, both in embarking tfnd 
ifeesiing them, and yon will soon see Ghis- 
tavtts as safe as when you hist dismounted 
firom his ba(4r.'' 

Captam Dalgetty knew the world too 
well to ofier any farther remonstnmce, 
whatever uneasiness he might suppwss 
wHhin his own bosom* A step or two 
higher up the stair shewed light and a 
door 9 and an iron-grated wicket led him 
ont.upra a gsAbpy cut in the open fiice 
of Yhe rock, extending a space of about 
six or eight yards, until he reached a 
second door, where the path re-entered the 
rock, and which was also defended by an 
iron portcullk. <* An admirable traverse,'* 
observed the Captain ; ^< and if commanded 
by a field-piece, or even a few musquets, 

VOL. iv# » 



'^ 



t6' . TAUS or MY &AIIOJUMD* 

quite suffii^ot to ensure the place tgaimt 
a storming party." 

SAx DoDcaii Campbell made do aotwer 
at tbe tiilie ; (but» the moment aAeriPardSt 
when they bad entered the^eceadzcaverQ, 
He struck withitbe irtiek wbieh he hsdili 
his handy first on tiie<)nG side, and tbeiiion 
tbe other of tjie vricket, and the sulkn 
ringing sound which replied to the Uowi, 
made Captain Dalgetty aeosiWe timb there 
was a gun placed on each. side for th^ pur-* 
peae- of raking the gallery tbroygb wiueh 
they: bad passed, although the etnbraturet, 
through which they night be fired on 
occasioni were. lAasqued on the oatsi^ 
with sods aiid loose stones. Hatving aa> 
cended the seooi^ s<»ir-case^ they, found 
themselves again on an open platfi^na^ and 
galleryf exfxosed to ^ fire both of musquetry 
and wall-guns, if^ being CQti^e with hostile 
ii)tent, they had ventured^farther- Athijrd 
flight of steps, cut in the rock like tl;^ ibr« 
mer, but notc^verpeij over. M them finally 



into the. battsery at the foot of the tower. 
This last stair also was narrow and steep, 
and, not tojneatioa the fire which might be 
directed on it from above, one or two resb* 
lute men^ivith pikes and battle-axes, could 
rjiave made the pass good against hundreds, 
ibr< the stair-case would not admit two 
persons abreast, and was not secured by any 
sort of balustrade or railing from the riieer 
and abrupt precipice, on \he fop^ of which 
the tide now rolled with a voice of thunder. 
So that,, under the jealous precautions used 
to secure this ancieiit Celtic fortre»> a per* 
aon of weak nerves, and a brain liable to be* 
^ome dizzy, might have found it something 
difficult to have achieved the entrance to 
the castle, even sup{K>siiig fio re^stance had 
been oflEered. 

Captain Dalgetty, top old a soldier to feel 
such tremors, was no sooner arrived in the 
courtyard, than he protested to God, the 
defences of Sir Duncans castle reminded 
him more of the notable fortress pf Spaa- 
dau, situated in the March of Brandcn- 
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burgb, than of any place whilk it had beetl 
his fortune to defend in the course of his 
travels. Nevertheless, he criticised const* 
derably the mode of placing the guns oA 
the battery we have noticed, observing, that 
" where cannon were perched, like to scartt 
br sea-guUs, on the top of a rock, he had 
ever observed that they astonished more 
by their noise than they dismayed by die 
damage which they occasioned." 

Sir Duncan, without replying, conduct- 
ed the soldier into the tower ; the defenceit 
of which were a portcdHis and ifonclenclw 
ed oaken door, the thieknesd of the wall 
being the space between them. He had 
no sooner arrived in a hall hung with ta- 
pestry, ^han the Captain prosecuted hi^i mi- 
litary criticism. It was indeed suspended 
by the sight of an exc^ent breakfast, 
of which be partook witli great avidity ; 
but no sodner had he secured this mea?, 
than he made the tour of the apart- 
ihent, examining the ground around the 
castle very carefully from each window in 
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the Toom. He thea return^ to his chair, 
god throwing bimaelf back into it at bis 
length, stretohecl out one manly leg, and 
tapping; his jack-boot with the riding-rod 
vhich he carried in his hand; aft^ the man- 
ner of a half-bred man who affects ease 
itt the society of* his. betters, l^e delivered 
his unsfskedf Ofunion < as follii^^ ir^^^ This 
IpQuse. of yours» now» Sir IkkWfm^p is a very 
pretty defensible sort of a t^nemeut, and 
jei it is hardly such as « a cavaliero of ho* 
nam would expect to nAaintaiQ his credit 
4)^!^ holding out for inany days* J^or, Sir 
I)ttne9n» if it pleases you to np^ice, your 
bouse is over-crawed» and slighted, or 
commmded, as we military men ss^, by 
yimder round hillock to thelandw4iLrd^ where* 
on an enemy might stell smb a battery of 
; cannon as would make ye gls4 tp beat a 
chamade within forty-eight hours, unless it 
pleased the X^rd extraordinarily to shew 
?ncifcy.'* 

<^ There is no road," reptied Sir Dun- 
can, somewhat shortly, ^^ by wlxieh cannon 
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cat! be brought agaihst Ardcnvofar. The 
swamps and morasses would scarce c«irry 
}'bur*horse and yourself; excepting by such- 
paths as could be rendered impassarble witli-! 
in a few hours.'* 

«* Sir Duncan/* shid the Captait^, **^ it ii 
your pleasure to suppose so; and yet we^ 
riiartial men say, that where there is a' sea^-' 
cods t there is a naked side, seeing that 
cannon and niunitioUf where they cannot 
be transported by land, may be right easify 
brought by sea near to the place where 
they are to be put in action. Neither is a 
castle, however secure in its situation, to 
be accounted altogether invincible, or, as 
they say, impregnable; for I protest t'ye/ 
Sir Duncan, that I have known twenty* 
five men, by the mere sarprJse and audaei^i 
ty of the attack, win, at point of pike, as 
strong a hold as this of Ardenvbhr, and 
put to the sword, captivate, or hold to the 
ransom, the defenders, being tentimeatheir 
own number.'' 

Notwithstanding Sir Duncan Campbell** 
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knowledge;of the wotldi- awd Jbb power, oi 
temsealiiig^his iittefOftl'ea»tioa»b9.app9ac- 
al |»qt]fed and burt.at thes6 refl^ctlDm^ 
Avhich the Cafitadn mitde wi4h the mwi uiof* 
consoious gravity, having ntefdiy selected 
4iieisttfoject-j(3f c^over^atioii as one/upoa 
wli^i ita thought JiimaeU' capable of 3ht- 
niag, and, m they say,. of! laying down tlie 
jnyfp witheoat exactly recounting that the 
tcqpiid might not be eqiially agreeable to his 
landlord. 

«< To cat tkisL . MBatter : short," said Sir 
fiancan, with an expres^on of voice and 
eouhtenaoee somewhat agitat^^ *' it i9 uuk 
necessary for you tp tell me. Captain DaU 
getty, that a castle may he stormed if it is 
not valoroosly defended, or surprised if it 
isioot heedhiUy watched* I trust this poor 
bousQ of mine will not be foupd in any qj[ 
tliisse prec^oaments, should, §v6n Captain 
J^lS^tiy himself abuse to blague/ it." 
> ** Kor all thjrt. Sir Duncan," answered 
the persevering commander, << I wcmld pre« 
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*PiMh ym, Mi a fifieiid, to tmce oirt a 
sconce upon that rtood hill^ yriArA gowl 
§ra£fe or ditch, whttk taay be^Maily aceom^ 
fiislied iQr oMipciittig tbe labour of the 
boo» in tiie viciaifty) iti^fig die cusbnn 
0f the valowus^ 6ufrt»ini8 Adolfibtid to 
fight as mmeh by the q>ade and dbovid^ as 
bx flwoi^, pyie. and nmtqtairt, Ate» I 
ivnuld adme .you to*fofttfy the satd scodce^ 
not only b^a foipstte, or graffii, bctt aiMiby 
certain stackets or paUsades.**— (H^e iSir 
Dttocaa, beomningiaipatieat» left the apart- 
meiit^ the CaplMi foUowkig htm to tlie 
door, and raising his vokse as he letseaied, 
untU he ym^&idj oiat of h^rittg.)-*«^< The 
n^hilk stadkets^. or palitades should be siti» 

, ficially framed with re*entering ai^s and 
loop-holes, or crenelles, for musqattrf, 
whereof it shall arise that the foemen— -» 

^vThe Highland bratel the oid H%bbnd 
brote! They are as pncmd as peaoochs^ laod 
as obsttmteas tups^^and tiMabe has misiod 
aa 4^ortiiai(y.itf making his house as pret- 
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tjr jcd kffcgidor fortificaljaii as an invading 
anyy wer l>roke th^dr leeth upon* But I 
iik/' lie eo&tkiued, looking down from tke 
WQ^v QfNMi tlie liottom of the precipice, 
^^, Aisy )|f ve got Gustavus safe ashore-*-pro- 
per fdUow ! I would know that toss of his 
llQftdafiio^ a whole squaidron. I must go 
Ijo^aee what tbey are to make of him." 

He had no sooner reaohed» ho^^ever, the 
qomrt to the seaward, and put himself in 
^e act pf desceiiding the stair- case^ than 
j^o fijghland oeiKinelSt advancing their 
I/MiteU^er ai(«t gftve him to understand 
that thia was a advice of dangen 

<* Diavolo !" aaid the siirfdier, << and I 
jbia^egcd; no fmsa^imrd* I could not speak 
a aylkble of their aalviige gibberish, an it 
'ffere to mve n^ from the provoat-marsrhaL" 

^<> Iw'M be yofiur surety 9" aaid Sir Dun* 
efm, ^' Captain Dalgetty," who had again 
pppfoadied him without hia observing from 
'wlieflMDe ; *> ai^d we will go together, and 
f;^, how your f^^utitbe efaari^r is accom- 
podated^" 

b2 
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He conducted lum accordingly dot^'ii 
the stair- case to tliel)each, an Q from t?jcn;ce' 
by a short turii behind a large rock, whicH' 
concealed the stables and other offices bei' 
longing to the castle. Captsnn Da}gefty* 
became sensible, at the same time, that lUe' 
side of the castle to the land wai rendered to-' 
tally inaccessible by a rartne, partly hittirif 
X and partly scarped with great care and la- 
bour, so as to be only passed b)' a drawbridge^* 
Still; however, the eaptaiti insisted, not- 
withstanding the triumphant airwith whicffr 
Sir Duncan pointed out His defences, Iha^ 
a sconce should be erected on Drumsnab/ 
the round eminence to theeast of the cfestle, 
in respect the house might be annoyed ff oVrf 
thence by burning bullets full of fire^ shbtf 
out of cannon, according to the' curioui^ 
invention of Stephen Bathian, King of Po- 
land, whereby that princeutterly ruined th^ 
great Muscovite city of Moscow. TliiS 
invention, Captain Dalgetty owned, hfe h^d 
not yet witnessed, but observed, *« that It 
would give him particular delectation ttf 
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n^iCnesa the same put to ihQ.praorftgainit 
Ardenvohi', or aay oth^ casUe of similar 
9fLr&r\gthi** observing, " that ao curious an 
experiment could not but afford the great- 
est delight to ail admirers oft the military 
art.- 

Sir i>ancan Campbell diverted this con-^ 
veisaiioa by carrying tbe' 9ofiiier. into his 
staUe99 and suffering him to* arrange Gus- 
tavus according ta bis own will and plea^ 
sure. . After this duty had been carefully 
performed. Captain Dalgetty proposed to 
return to the castle, observing it was his- 
intention to spend the time betwixt this 
and dinner, which, he presumed, would 
come upon the parade about noon, in 
buwHshing his armour, which having sus- 
tained some injury from the sea-air, might,. 
he was afraid, seem discreditable in the 
eyes of M^C^llum More. Yet, whilb 
they were returning to the castle, he failed- 
not to warn Sir Duncan Campbell against 
U^e great injury he might sustain by any 
i^den onfall of an enemy, whereby his 



S6 



VMM Of Iff MJkwmjmm, 



horses^ tt^t^^ and granaries m^lit be out 
eff and consumed) to his great pri^adioe } 
wherefore, he again strongly conjured him 
to construct a sconce upon the round hill 
called Drumsnah, and offnred his wm 
friendly services in lining out the samOr 
To this disinterested advice Sir Duqcan 
only replied by ushaiiii|( hia guest. to.his 
apartment, and ittfbrmii^ him that tifie tol- 
Uog qf the castle bell wouM make him a«a«e 
when dinuier was readjb 
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CHAPRRIU. 



Is this ffay csftle, Baldwip ?— Melancholy 
'^ 'Displays her sable banner from the donjon, 
>Oiiilaiiig tWa iwiale $tut #ltlBi siry tomrtb> 

Pollute the face of nature, an4 to hear 

The ceaseless sound of wave, and seabird^ scream, 

£Vr fiavMilt to gift him t«iDfmwy aMtar. 

Srown. 




The gaUmt Ritt<>iQister woidd 
ftftveeniflojrad Usldnre in ittudyiog Ui^ 
mztsnof of Sk Dimmt's cimUe^ and wrtfj^ 
iag bis <WB miiiUry id«M upon tkethaiucp 
«f its d^ences. Bat a ftbot senttoef, who 
mounted tgnard witli a ILeciiidier-axii at the 
4aor of hb apanmenl, gptvehim to uiidtf- 
tlattdt by very sigoiic^int signs, that he was 
an a wn of hofiourabie captiviiy. 

*' It is strange^" t^ii^ thcf Ritt-mastar 
to himseHv >< kow well these aalt/^ages^indf r- 
stand the ndettand pmotlfu^ot' war. Wh# 
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would have pre-supposed their acquaint* 
ance with the maxim of the great and god» 
like Gustavus Adolphus, that a flag o^ 
truee should be half a messenger half a 
spy?" And^ having finished burnishing 
his arms, he S4te down patiently to com- 
pute how much h^U a dollar .per diem 
would esioiHii to At the ead of a sik months 
eampaign; and; when he bad settled that 
problem, proceeded to the more abstruse 
catculatioM Qaoaaaary for. drawing upa bat- 
talion of two thousand men on the principle 
of* extracting the square root. 

From his musings,. h6 was mused, by. the 
jayfyk- souttd of theldxBner»bdl^ at tht 
.aouad of fwhioh, the HigUaiKier, lately bn 
guard, becanfe bis gentlemaatuelier, nfid 
(nfar^haUed him to the hall, whefie a.taUs 
with. Ibar cOMtos .ibore. ample proofs of 
Highlaod ho$pital,Uy« Sic Duncan entered* 
oofiduoting his ladyt a t^lU faded^ m^as^ 
dioly female* dfesaeid in deep mournings 
Tb%y wexi^ foUowiad by apfesbyterin.cler* 
gymmini^(GiBikevii:doafc> and^weari^g a 
Uaok sHk /!«dUhmp» covering his short hair 
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sa" closely, that it could' warce be s^en at 
all, so that the iftrrestricted ears had an uni 
cfae predominance in thft general aspect. 
This ungraceful fashion was universaV at 
flie time, and led partly to the faicknattfea 
of roundheads, prick-eared curs, and so 
forth, which the insolehce of the cavalier* 
Kbet-ally bestowed ort threff poKtieaJ ene*. 
lilies. ' ' , , r 

Sir Duncan presented his military guest 
to his ladv, who received Wstethnical salti^ 
tation with a stiff arid silent reverence, ii 
which it could scarce be j\i3g6d whetfcar 
pride or melancholy had the greater sha^e. 
The churchman, to whorn He was next pre- 

■ 

sente^l, eyed him with a glance oF mingled 

• * 

dislike and curit)sity. B6t the*Gaptain, weH 
accustomed to worse looki from more dan*- 
gerous persons, cared. very little eiflier ftrt* 
those of the Ta'dy or of the dfvfne, but4!>ent 
his whole soul upon assaulting a huge piect 
of beef, which smoked at the netherend tff 
llie tabTfr. But the onslaught; as Ke-wdiild 
hare termed it, wsU'dekiyid^ urfKil the con* 
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lalMiao af ^a very kiiig gneei btti^t etmjf 
Mf^n <tf Wl»ch Dalgetty hasdl^ hia knitk 
jind foii^f m he might have done^his aiuip 
ket or pft» when gwiog upon aetiop^ w|l 
at <rf1b^ reajgned 4hem fiQmUmgly rnkfn^ 
the pralix chajdam cM3fnfiiice# aaol^er 
4daufe of hit benediction. Sir Duncan fia- 
tened with 4e€fncy, though be ww ^ia|^ 
posed rather to have joined the Covenaiu 
|era oqt of devojtian to his chief, than red 
jn^ipiect £iir the oatsie either of liberty qr of 
presbytery. His lady dtme att^ded to 
4if0 btefsmg, wi4th i^mptops of deep fioquU 
esceiio|s. 

The meal Wias perforfdM^ almost in Gm^ 
tbusi^n talenee ; for it was none of Captain 
|}lalg^)7's hj^bite to emplpy his mouth m 
tallMng^ while it coijild be more piofitabfy 
oecupied. Sir Duncan was abtoluteiy si- 
lenl^ and |he Js^ and chjorchman only 
occasioiMiiiy exchanged a few wordis, $pok 
fen low, and indifttnctly. 

JBoty when *the dishes. were removed^ a,^ 
their place soppiied by iiqpiors of vaiio^ 
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^mkh CttplMA Dolgett^BD Joagm had^ kim- 
telfy the MBde weighty raMona foe aiienMi 
^«od, began, to tiifi of tbat of tbo rmb 4>f the 
SfMBpwy^ He commenced i a sew rattaok 
;ii|»«;bi^laiidiii^ tbe forfoer grofiBd. 

: ^« Touobiftg thtit round m^ntideror hiil, 
«i) UMMmcc^ teroQied'.Drumraaki I would 
4m{>iQiid to lmlA»tx» ^MoguBimih you, 
HBkoDoQcai^ on die Mutaif o£ tho seonee 
ite 4>6^ dKre» cmmtrueied- f sod wJbollier the 
suiglea ihesecrf* should be wute or obtme^N^. 
weirfc wfatUc Ibwe heard the gfeat> Vd^ 
Marescbal Bannief hold avleama4 tfgq- 
ment with General Tiefenbach during a 
4itilt^ataiid of amM«" ^ . 
t! ^ Captain Dalg^ty," Answered Sif Duo- 
rfian very drily^ ^^ it ia. not oor Htghladtid 
4i8Sig6 todefeatomititiarTipointa tvilbatrangMV. 
Thtt 1 caatk is like .4o hold ou£ against a 
alroAger eaea^. than any foroe which the 
nnfturtunate gemtemeo' we^leftat Damlia* 
vairach axe able to fa^g^against tt'^ 
iv« Aideqp^dgkfiioin the lady tooompanied 
Ae teoaolnaioai^^ of bu^ iniatynd's speaob. 
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which. seemtsd M> mniittl her 4tf »ame piim- 
/ul eifcunifttancw* : . ' 

•*.He who gate," said the cJergymaii, ad- 
dressings her in aiuiieiBii tone, <* hath taken 
a wsy« May you, honpuri»bte lady, bcf toi^g 
^fiabkd to say btessed be his name/' 

To this jexhorfotioa, which seetned m- 
jteoidediforhBrsole behoof^ the lady answer- 
ed by an iadinaitioa of her iM»d; more hum- 
bk than Captain Dalgetty had yet observed 
Jbtf jaaake. Supposing he should now find 
her in a more conversible humour, he 
pKMsieded to accost hen 

♦* It is induhrtably very natural that your 
ladyship should be downcast at the men^ 
tion. of miUtary. {reparations, whilk I have 
ohnsrved to spiead perturbation among 
women of all nations^ and almost all ^ow^ 
ditions. Nevertheless, Fenthesiiea, in an- 
cient times, and also Joan o^ Arc, and 
othens, > were of a difiereiit kidney^ And, 
Q» I have learned while I served the Spa- 
mwd, the Duke of Alva in former thnes 
liad . the ieaguerJasses who followed bis 
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camp marshalled into tertiM, (whiHc we 
call regiments), and officered and com*- 
man(1e<l by those of their own femintnci anA 
regulated by a commander-in«efaief, called 
in German HureweiWer, or, as we would say 
vernacularly. Captain of the Queans. True 
it i$» they were persons not to be named as 
parallel to your ladyship, being sttch qt$eit 
qu/mtum eorparUmsJheMtmty as we said of 
^ Jean Drochiels, at Mareachal* College, tbi 
s4me whom the French term eurti9an$ie9f 
and we in Scottish"'—— 

^* The lady will spare you the trouble of 
f\)rther ex{k>sition, Gaptadn DBlgetty,'"8aid 
his host, somewhat sternly.; to* which the 
clergyman added, ^* that such discourse be(^ 
ter befitted a watch-tower guarded by pro- 
fane soldiery than tlie board of an honour- 
able person, and the pre^aence of a lady d 
quality," 

" Craving your parek^n, Dominc or Doc- 
tor, aid qiweunqtue aUo noimne gandes^ for 
I would have you to know l.have studied 
p0Ute< letters," said the unabashed envoy, 
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filling a great ciqxrf* wise, ^< I see no groimd 
for your reproof, seeing I did not speak 4>f 
those turpes^.perm^f as if their occupation 
<^ character was a proper subject of cmu 
versation for this lady's presence, butv^m* 
piy per oMtidena^ a» iUustratU)g the matter 
in baAdi iiaiiiely» their natural coinrage ^nd 
^udaoity^ much enbaoc^r doubtless, by 
the dMig^rat^ €jJBQttlA$^cl9j|«kof theix c^odi^ 

Campbell^ ** to break 8^i<& this dispQursei 
1 most acquaint yo»^ t|iat X ha^e jdeh^ buai- 

immt9 4iapa«?H ^iVB<^,tt » ow^ t<^ ena- 
jt^ fm:t9 ri^ MP(h you tomorrow toivacds 
|»veiaffb «nd thi»^ore??-r-^ 
^ ^* To ride with tbis person tQ«>mociroia!f 
Implied bis lady^j ^ such cannot be yopr 
l^ppf^ Sit Punoaii, attests you have fos^ 
gotten, that the morrow is a sad anniversa- 
iy» imd dedicated to as sa4 a soleinnity/' 

^* I bad flic^ &rgotten/N apswered $ir 
^JQliME^can ; ^* haw is it possible I oaa ever 
,fi>rget ? bat ^« necewty of ^ timfn re- 
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quires I should send this officer onwstrd to 
Itiverara, "without loss of time.^* 

** Yet,^ surely, ' not that you should ac- 
company him in person," enquired the 
lady. 

^< It were better I did,'' said Sir Duncan ; 
^' yet I can write td the Marqut8» and fol- 
low on tbie subsequent da3r;--^aptaln DaI*- 
getty» I trill dispatch a letter for you, ex- 
plaining to the Marquis of Argyle your 
character and commissioB, with which you 
wiU please to prepare to travel to lateral 
ra, early to* morrow mornin^.^* 
^ '« Sir Duncan Campbell," «iid Dalgetty, 
*^ I an)7doobtless at your discretibnaiy dis- 
posal in this matter ; not the less, I prajr 
you to remeitiber the blot which will fall 
upon your own escutchl^dn, if you do in afiy 
ways suier me, being a commissionate fla^- 
o£ truce, to be circumvented in this matter, 
whether elam^ vi^ tdprecatio ; I do not say 
by your assent to S'ny wrong done to Ine, 
but even through absence of any due care 
on your part to prevent the same.'' 
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*• Yqu ace u-Bder the safeguard of my ho- 
nour, sir," answered Sir Duncan Catnpbelli 
<< Hind that is more than a sufficient securi^ 
ty. And now," continued he^ risings ** 1 
must set the example of retiring." 

Dalgrtty saw himself under the necesrfty 
(^'following the hint, though the hour was 
early ;- but» lik^ a skilful general, he avail- 
ed himself of every instant of delay which 
circumstances permitted. " Trusting to 
your honourable parole," said he, filling hit 
cup, ** I drink to you, Sir Duncan, and to 
the continiMince of your honourable house." 
A sigh from Sir Duncan was the only reply. 
«^Also, madam," said the soldier, replenish- 
ing tlie quaigh with all possible dispatch, 
« I drink to your honourable health, and 
fulfillment of all your virtuous desires — ^and, 
reverend sir, (not forgetting to fit the ac- 
tion to the words,) I fill this cup to the 
drowning of all unkind ness betwixt you 
and Captain Dalgetty — I should say Major 
—and, in respect the flagon contains but 
one cop. more, I drink to the health of all 
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bonouiable cavttUere and bnve sMdAdos—-* 
and.tbe fiask being empty, I am ready, Sir 
Bumranrto attend your f actionary or sen- 
tifiei tkxmy place of private reposeT 

He received a formal permission to rdtitif , 
f Bi^^aa aasuranGe that as the mne seemed to 
be to^hts taste, another measure of the same 
vintage ^ould attend him presently, in or- 
def to sooth the hour of bts solitude. 
' No sooner had the Captain veaehed the 
i^Jtrtnient than this promise was fulfilled ; 
andf in a short time afteririrds^ the added 
Qomfqrts of a pasty of red^deer venison 
rendered. him very tc^rsmt botih of confide- 
ifieat and want o( society. The same do- 
mestic, a sort of chamberlain^ who placed 
this good ehefer in bis apartmeM^ delivered 
to Da^etty a packet^ sealed and tied tip 
with a silken thread, acocHrding to tlie ous- 
t(Mn of Uietime^^addres^d-wteh many f(»rms 
of respect to the High and M^hty Prmee^ 
Archibald, Marquis of Argyle, I.ord of 
Lcarne, and so fort^^ The cbamberlam at 
the same tiipe apprized the Rttt^murter, 
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thai be ttust take horse at an «arly hour foi" 
I&¥erara» whex^ the packet of Sir Danoaii 
would be at once hia kitroduction and faift 
passport* Nat forgetting diat it wm his eb^ 
jeot to <;oUect iafiirmatioii as weli as to act 
as an 6nvay» and desiroiis» for his cmn sake^ 
to ascertain Sir Duncan^s reaaosa for :ami- 
iqg biqa onwaid without his personal tt* 
tenda(ioe» the Ritt*maiter Mquin^ at tlie 
ddmesjtkv with all the preoitttitfm that his 
e:iperience suggested, what w«re the raa* 
scHiB wbich detaiBed Sir Daiiean at ihome 
en %he sniJCeedBig di^. The naan^ who 
was from thehMv country, Tepited/^* that it 
was the habit of Sir Daneaa and his >iad^y 
to observe as a day of sdemn fast and htt- 
miliation the anmversarymp^ci wbioh their 
castle had b^eii taken by surpiiser and thdr 
childrehf to the number of four, destroyed 
cruelly by a band of HigUand freebooters 
during. Sir Duncan^s abs^aee upon mi expe- 
dition wl^ich the Marquis of Argyle had 
undertaken against the Madeans of the 
IsleofJduU.'' 8 
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' ^ Truly i^ «iid the soldJefr •• yofair lord 
'smd lady 'have Mthe cause fo* fkst and hu- 
niliaitionr. NeverthcVess, I wiH venture t^ 
^p»CR»dai)Oe, that if he had taken the advice 
of atiy experience 'soldier, having ??kili in 
^M {iratiques of defenditig placesr of advan- 
libagei to tt^wUl have built a sbonce upon the 
fisn^l bill wbkh fs^ tothe \k(t 6( tlie draW- 
fairigg. • And this I can eiasfly prove to you, 
«f0i4Ae honest IfietKl ; for, holding thit pasty 
iotoe the castle— i-what's ydur name, friend?'' 
. *« LoriiBWfP, sir," replied the ftian; 

♦'Here is: to ydr#r hesftlh, honest Lori- 
inef .--^l say, L^ritwef--4ioWing thsit pasty 
.«obe the mainibbdy or feitadel of the plaJe 
|i0i be de^etxled^ and taking the niarrow- 
^xie iov tlie sconce tt> be erected- '* 

*• I am sorry, sir," saki Lorimer, ititen. 
ritpting him^ ^^* that I • cannot stay to hear 
thereat of your dadonirtratidn; but the bell 
will presently ring. As worthy Mr Graneatii 
gowi, the Marquis's own chaplain, doesTa^ 
mly.wor^p* and ^>nly seven of 6nr house- 
hold out or sixty persons ufiderkanding th^ 
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ScottiBh taBgue» it would mialiecoiiie anj 
one of ihem to be absent, and greatly pie«> 
judioe me in the opinion of mj lady. There 
are pipes sxid tobacco, sir, if ypu please to 
drink a whiff of smoke, 'and if you want any 
thing else, it shall be fortbcominx two 
hour, hence, wl»o p«.y«. «e i«r.- So 
saying, he left the apartment 

No soooer was he gone, than the heavy 
toll of the castle-bell summoned its inhabi- 
tants together ; and was answered by. the 
shrill clamour of the femaleiE^ mixed with 
the deeper tones of the men, as, talking 
Earse at the top of their throats^ they hur* 
ried from different quarters by a long but 
narrow gallery, which served as a commu- 
nication to many rooms, and among othe^, 
to that in which Captain Dalgetty was sta- 
tioned. *• There they go as if they were 
beating to the roll-call," thought the soldier 
to himself; ^* if they all attend the parade, 
I will look out, take a mouthful of fresh air^ 
and make mine own observations on the 
practicabilities of this place." 
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Accordingly, when all ^as quiet, he open- 
ed his chamber' door, sind prepared to leave 
it ; when, half whistling, half humming a 
Gaelic tune, he saw his fiieild with the axe 
advancing towards him from the distant 
end of the gallery. To have shewn any 
want of confidence, would have been at 
once impolitic, and unbecoming his mili« 

r 

tary character ; so the Captain, putting the 
best face upon his situation he could, whist» 
led a Swedish retreat, in a tone still louder 
than the notes of his centinel ; and retreat** 
ing pace by pace, with an air of indifference, 
as if his only purpose had been to breathe a 
little fresh air, he shut the door in the face 
of his guard, when the fellow had approach- 
ed within a few pp.ces of him. 

Thus disappointed by the vigilance of« 
his centinel, Ritt-master Dalgetty retired 
to his apartment, where, amid the theore* 
tic calculations of tactics, and the occasion- 
al hiore practical attacks on the flask and 
pasty, he consumed the evening until it 
was time to go to renpse. In the morning, 





V. / "^ 






St TMXB or HT la«d£ord; 

be was summoned by Lorimer at break of 
day, who gave him to understand* that 
wheii he had broken his fast, for which he 
produced ample materials, his guide and 
horse were in attendance for his journey td 
inverara?. After Complying with the hos- 
pitable hint of the Chamberlain, the soldier 
proceeded to take horse. In passing through 
the apartments, he observed that domestics 
were busily emptoyed in hanging the great 
halLwith black cloth, a ceremony whieh^ 
he said, he liad observed practised when 
the immortal Gu^tavus Adolphus lay in 
state in the Castle of Wolgast, and which, 
thefefere, he opined, was a testimonial of 
the strictest and deepest mourning* 

When Dalgetty mounted his steed, be 
found himself attended, or perhaps guard- 
ed, by five or six^ Campbells, well armed, 
commanded by one, who, from the target at 
his shoulder, arnl the short cock's-fieather in 
his bonnet, as well as from the state which 
^e took upon himself, claimed the rank of a 
Dunniewassel, or clansman of superior rank j: 
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fod indee4» from his dignity of deportmeoty 
eould not staod in a more distant degree of 
selatioaahiptoSirDafioaOy than that of tenth 
or twelfth couain tt farthest. But it waa im* 
possible to extract positive iiiformatidn on 
tbiaorany other subject, inaamucb ^neither 
this commander nor any of his party spdce 
English* The Captain rode, and his mili- 
ary attendants walked ; but such was their 
activity, and so numerous the impediments 
which the nature of the road presented to 
tl^e equestrian mode of travelling, that tax 
from being retarded by the slowness of their 
pace> hisdifficulty was rather in 4(e^ing up 
-with his guides. He; observed that they 
occasionally watched him with a sharp eye, 
as if they were jealous of some efiK>rt to 
escape; and once, as he lingered behind at 
^crossing a brook, one of the gillies began 
to Uow the match of his piece, giving him 
to understand that he would^ run i some 
risque in case of an attempt to part com- 
pany. Daigetty did not augur much good 
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fifom the close watch ;thii$ maiiitaiQed upoti 
his person i but there wse no mmedyy fi»* ao: 
attempt to escape from* bki attendants in an 
impervious and * unknown eoiintry, would 
have been little diort of insanitf. He there- 
fore plodded patiently on through a waste 
and sav£^ wilderness^ treading paths which 
were only known to the shepherds and eat- 
tle^drivers, and passing with much more of 
discomfort than sati^v^on many of those 
sublime combinations of mountainous sce- 
nery, which now draw vifiiitoirs from everjr 
€omer of England to foast their eyes upon 
Highland grandeuTt and moptiQr thdr pa* 
lates upon Highland fore. At length ikef 
arrived on the southern vei^ge of that lak^Ske 
lake upon which Inverara is situated ; and 
a bugle, which the Dunniewassel wimled 
till rock and greenwood rang, served as a 
signal to a well-mamded galley, which, sfeart- 
ing from a creek where it lay concealed^ 
received the party on board r indudingOna^ 
tavtts } which sagacioos quadimpedi an exf%r 
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rldnoed tnti^Uer both bjr water 8od. laittd» 
^ivklked in aad oiit«f'tbe boit ^^ttbthfi dts* 
oretJOQ oi a Cluriitian. 

Bmbarked en the boaasa of Ladu SiiWf 
Captaifl} Dalgati^rflB^hi have adiotrad qm 
ig£Aid graiutest semea whicb^iitur» a^rdSt 
He 1 mi^ ba^ notbed i tiie rival . lif em 
Any and ShinjTf ^wldch.pay taibate'to^'tba: 
Ube^ eadb.iatting firomiks owi dark aad 
wioedad lateeatu He oiigfat Jta^a.mafkad^. 
mi>tha aoft md ge^tkah^ that amwdft 
ftrai tfaaahoim^ tlua «oUe (M Got^ 
natb Ha vaiied ^ntUae^ embattled walla, 
tamxBi and iknfter. aiid kupi^ Goupla» wbk^ 
ap far as the pictureague is conc^rvedt pr^ 
aeiiled an aapeet mu^ more atrikiog. tlito 
tlua^ present: maiiaiye and unifosm Daaasjlo&u 
Ha mif^t h^v^ admired those dark woodsi 
whidi lor BNwy a mile surrounded %hi$^ 
ettoagiand piiooaly dwelliagi and hiarejja^ 
might have dwelt ob the picturesqiiA pesik 
of Buniquoioh* stfodtaa^ sd^ruptly from th9 
lakfl^aod rsamog its soatbed bww kit« tbft^ 
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luiste'of middle sky^ wbile a sotttary watdK 
tower, perched on its top like an: eagle't 
nest» gave dignity to the iseene by awaken-, 
iag a sense of possible danger. AH these^ 
and every other accdrapsnimeni of this: no* 
ble scene» Captain Dalgetty might have 
marked, if he bad been 90 niinded. fiat, 
to confess tb6 truth, the gsUaitt captain, 
who had eaten nbtfaing smce di^^bneak, 
was chiefly interested by the smoke whicfa 
ascended trom the casrie chiimries, and the 
expectations which this seemed to warrant 
of his encountering an abubdont stock of 
proVant^ as he was wont to call aopptses^f 
this nature. 

The boat soon approached the ru^ed 
pier, which abutted into the loch from the 
little town of Inverara, then a rude as- 
semblage of huts, with a 'very few stone 
mansions interspersed, stretching upwards 
from the banks of Loch Jloe to the prin^p 
dpal gate of the castle, before which a 
scene presented itself that might easily 
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have quelled a less stout heart, and turned 
a more delicate stomach, than those of Rit- 
ter master Dugald Dalgetty, titular of 
Drumthwacket« 



c2 



^.Zi^USK.mrj' ._'jKBB^ ^■'.JiX'i^^^.'i-. '.- - ''r — TTawmri 



1 



MS 



TALB8 oy My hMxinMm. 



CHAPTER IV. 



'For dose designs and crooked oounsds fit» 
fSogacKRiSy Md, aad f wbuleiit of wit^ 
RetfUcMy imfift'd m princ^e wd piftoe. 
In pow'r UDpleasedy impatient in disgrace. 

Absalom and AcHiTOFmo. 



The village of Inverara^ now a neat 
county town, then partook of the rudeness 
of the seventeenth century^ in the misera- 
^ ble appearance of the houses, and the ir- 
regularity of the unpaved street. But a 
stronger and more terrible characteristic 
of the period appeared in the market-places 
which was a space of irregular widths half 
way betwixt the harbour, or pieo and the 
frowning castle gate, which terminated with 
its gloomy arch-way, portcullis, and flank- 
ers, the upper end of the vista. Midway 
this space was erected a rude gibbet, <m 
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whkdi hubg five dead bodiesi twaof ^lAhch 
from their dress seemed to have beea Lovw; 
laoderss and the other three corpses were 
muffled in their Highland plaids^ Two oc 
three woinea sate und^ the gaUorirsr wha 
seemed to be moumiog ud singiog. the 
ceronaeb Of the deceasedi in a low voioes 
Bat the speotaide was apparently ef toa 
ocdmary oectimice to luive mueh interest 
for the inhabitants at large, who, while thc^ 
thronged to look at the militaiy figure^ the 
homo of. att unusual siae^ and the buisiifsheA 
IpiiMply of Cai^taiA Dalgetty, seemed, ta 
bestow no attention whatever on the pite«, 
ouf flpcctocle which thee <mn a^vt^ct-fUntce 
aieided. 

The envoy of Montrose W9S not quib? 40 
kidiffisrait, and hearing a word or t^p. pC 
BngliA esci^e from a Hifl^laiider of de^ 
cent appearance, he immediately halted 
Giistavus and addressed Uni, V The Pfo? 

viNsb Maidial baa been busy here* my frien4# 
Mfl^ X. crave of you wh^t these delinque^ta 
have been justiited for ?** 
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He loc^Ded toimi^s'the gibbet asbe^pokB/ 
and 4;he'XSradl eomprehending his meaning 
ntker by hk ac^n thanhis words, imofe* 
diatety -replied, ^ Three gentlemen cate-? 
nms^— -God sam them (ci^ossiDg faifmelf)^*«> 
twa Sassenach bits o- bodies^ thatf#adiia:di» 
sometfiiogM^CallumMore bade them$" and' 
tvrning from Dalgetty with an ak of indi£» 
ferenee^ away he walked^ staying no finther 
questi<»u 

Dalgetty shrugged Kis shoulden and 
proceeded, for Sir Dmican CamirfMin^ temb 
or twelfth cousin had already shewn mmsm 
sigDB of impatience. 

At the gate -of tbe^Cattle, ainother terii^ 
ble spectacle of feudal power awailied Jrim« 
Within a 4>rtook!ade or palisado, whikth^eem^ 
ed lately to have bei^n added to tb6 defences 
of the gate, and which was proteeted by 
two pieces of Jight artillery, was a small 
inclosure, where stood « hug^ block, on 
which lay an axe. -Both w^e smear^ with 
recent blood, and a quantity of saw-4ost 
strewed around, partly retained and partly 
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6bii£erftted the inarte of a irerf 'k^emecia* 
tion* . * " ' 

As Dalgetty looked on ^is ntw object 
of terror^ his, principal guide suddenly 
twitched him bj the skirt of his jerkin, and 
haTiiig^thiss attracted hisiatlttiiimii Jrinked 
aitd p^intied with bis finger tO' a ptfle fixed 
on the stockade, which supported a human 
he^dy beipg that/ doubtless, iif the late saf* 
feren Th^re was aJeer on the Highland* 
€f^ £ice,as?be pointed to thi^ ghastly spec* 
taotet whjoh seemed to hia i^ofw- traveU^r 
DViitioiis of^'&otJtw^ good. 
. Dalgetty i dismounted <&OfQ bis, boi^e at 
the gate* way, and r Gust^vus was taken from 
bim witbo^t bit beidg permitted ^.attend 
bim to; the stable according to his i^ustom^ 

Tllfais gave the soldic^r a pang wbieh the 
9ppa;rati]|8oof , death hsid not . conveyed. -~ 
••Poor Guttayus," said be to bin^lf, «* if 
:aayl;hi«g. but good b«t^iiSf:toi ime^ J had 
better lH<«^Ief^iktixi at Barniinvarjsjcb than 
iHTOught M>Pi here &«MM)g these Highlaad 
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8ab!tg»% nha actrei kaom tha head -o^ a 
horse from his tail. But duty must put i^ 

ft 

<' When ^e cannons are roaring, lads, and the colours 

are flying. 
The ladk that sedDhimoar nmat oetor fimr iymgy . 
THai, iloai oamlier^^let ua t4ii ooc brare trade iD^* 
And fight for the Goipel and th^ bold King of Swigden." 

TI1U8 ttlendng his apprehemioiis with ^^9 
butt-end^ of a military balllcdi he followed 
hia guide into a sort of guerd'^rooifit filled 
with Highland soldi^sw It was intimated 
to him that he must remain here imtiMfid 
arrival was communicated to the' Marquis^ 
To make thi6 comiaunicatidn the^ more iti^ 
telli^ble; he gave to the Duninewassel S^4 
Duncan Campbell's packet, desiring, as 
well as he could, by signs, thijit it should 
be delivered into the Marquis's own bMK)i 
His guide nodded and withdrew. 

The Captain was left about half 'an houif 
in, tins pkc0, to endtire with indiffi^rence^ ot 
i«t»iFir with scorn». the inquititil^ mi at 




j^mi^ Q^4p ^ w^pm bia extpriM and equk* 
P9ge w»^ w «i9(^ wjiksfsct QCrPHiioMty^ hi 
his person s^od cpuxitry seen €d m^t^x of 
dis^ke. All tlu3 he boise with military 
BOBchaUw^ V^4lf. ^ the , ej^piffy of t he 
abQve ip^od»; a ii«:flpQ| dress^ iik black yel> 
vet^and jifearing agdd chain l|k;e a iRodera 
Q^giajtr^ of Edixiburgh, but who was^ m 
fa,ct^ 8tQwai;d of the household to the Ma{- 
quis: of Argj^lei entered the. apartment, and 
ii^vitedy; withsolf mu gravitjsi the Captain to 
fpUo^ hw ((O hjp mastj^r's presence* 

The. suite, of apartqaent^. through Fhipl^ 
he passed^ w^re. filled wi,t,h attendants or 
visitors of various descnptipns^ disposeiV 
perhaps, with some ost^itation, in order to 
impress the ^voy of Montrose with aii 
idea of the superior power and qmgiiificQinc^ 
belonging to the rival house of ArgyJei 
One anti-room was filled with laoqu^y^ ar-r 
cayed in brown and yellow, the colours of 
^ femilyj who^ ranged in double filq, gmeA 
in siletace up<m Captain Dalgetty aa ho 
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passed betwixt their ratiks. Another was 
occupied by Highland gentlemen and chieft 
of small branches, who were amnsitig'thein- 
selves with chess, backgammon/ and other 
games, which they scarce intermitted to 
gaze with curiosity upon the stranger. A 
third was fiAed with Lowland gentlemen 
and officei-s, who seemed also in attendance ; 
and after all, the- presence- chamber of the 
.-Marquis hitoself, shewed him attended by 
a levee which marked his high importance. 
This apartment, the folding-doors of 
which were opened-for thie reception of Cap- 
tain Dalgetty, was a-long gallery, decorated 
with tapestry and 'family portraits, and ha* 
ving a vaulted ceiling of open wood- work, 
the extreme projections of the beams being 
richly carved and gilded. The gallery was 
lighted by long lanceolated Gothic case- 
mentd, divided by heavy stone shafts, and 
filled ^hh painted glass, where the sun.' 
beams glimtriefed dlnily through boats- 
h^adsi and galleys^ and batons, and swords, 
ai^moriat bearings of the powerful bouse of 
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lyrgyle, and emblems of the high hereditary 
offices of Justiciary of Scotk^od, and Mas* 
ter of the Royal Hbusehotd^ which they 
Ifiog, enjoyed* At the bpper end of this 
magnificeni gaUery stood the MsirquHi him« 
Mlf» the centre ol* a splendid circie of High* 
land and Loveland gentlemen, all richly 
dressed, among whom werq t^o or three 
oif/the 'clergy, called in, perhaps, to be wit- 
Dkessres of his zeal for the Covenant. 

.The Marqnia himself was dressed in the 
£a8hion .of the period, which Vandyke has 
so often, painted; but hi^ habit was sober 
and uniform in coknir, and rather rich tthan 
giay. ills dark complexion, Airrowed fbre* 
head^ aod'downcast look, gave him the ap« 
pearance of one frequently engaged in the 
corisiderati6n of important affaira, and who 
has acquitedt by long habit, ^n air of gravis 
ty and oiysteiy, ^^hich he eannc^t shake oflT 
eveii where there is nothingto be conceab 
ed. The Mftt wit^ his eyes, wlkioii had 
procured him in the Highlands the nick^ 
;Oi|ine pf GiUe8ple<6rumadi (or the grim)i 






WM lesft pefoe|Ptdile when he le6ked*idofrtN 
vardf 'which perils was one ciuse rf hi» 
having adopted that hibit# In pcrsoOf he 
vas toll and thin, but not* without that ^g^ 
nity of dqKiitflGient ami maoaiers which be^ 
came his high ratdc. Soooething theile wM 
cold in his address asd suaatiar in hie Idokf 
although he spoke and be^baved with tiifc 
usual grace of a oiaD.of suchquidtty« He was 
adored by his own da|i» whose advaucamettt 
he had gready studied^ although he was in 
proportiim dislike by the Highlwidera of 
other sepjtSy some (tf whom he had akeady 
stripped of their pessessioBSi while others 
concetved thmnselireB in danger firom. his 
future sebemesy and aU^dieadfid the height 
to whio^ he was elevated. 

W^ have akeady ooliaed^ that in displagr^ 
lag himBelf amidat his eouneiUorsi Im c^ 
cers ^ die houaeboldi and bis train of vaii 
siristj allien and ddpendenti^ the-Mariiubef 
AfHSy^ j^bbabliy wished to make in Urn 
pr^o^ on the netvout i^tena of GafHsm 
DmgaldDalgetty^ But^htid^ag&tjt^pwtwi 




had fought his waj, in one department dr as* 
Qther» tbrcmgh the greater part of the Thirty 
Years. War in Gemnajr, a 'pmod> when a 
tirave and sucnsi^Gul soldier was a compa^ 
nion for princes. The- King of Sweden^ 
and, after his example^ eren the haughty 
£rinces of tlie Empire, had found theiiK 
sekrea fain frequently to compound with 
thcif dignity^and silence when thty coi^ 
not satisfy the peeuMsnry ckaram of thetip 
soldiers, by adflDotiing thms lo nnnsual pf ii 
vileges and familiarity^ Captam Diigald 
Da%elty had it to boast he^ had s^e witft 
forinnas at leasts made for^ monarchs, and 
th^r^re Was: not. a person ^to be inrow-beat 
even by the. d^mty which surrounded 
M^GaihmMdi^. Mdeed^ hewas naturalfy 
by no means the most modes! m&n of the 
world, but, on the coatsarif\ bad so good 
an opt'iik>» of himself, that into whitev^ 
eoia^^y he chanced' to be thrown, he wiA 
always proportionoily elevated in his Own 
coneeit ; so that he Ihlt as much at easie in 
^tfliost exalted'Sdciety aa among bis owft 
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Cfdinary companions. - In thUhigh opinion 
of his own rank he was greatly fortified by 
his ideas of the military profession, which, 
in bis phrase, made a valiant cavalier a ca- 
inerdoe to an emperor. 

When introduced, therefore, into the 
Marquis's presence-chamber, he advanced 
to the upper end with an air of more con- 
fidence than grace, and would have gone 
close up to Argyle's person before speaking, 
had not the latter waved his band as a sig- 
nal to him to stop short Captain Dalget- 
tjjf did so accordingly, and having ma^le his 
military congee with easy confidence, he 
thus accosted the Marquis : ^* Give you 
good morrow, my lord — or rather I should 
s&y* good even ; Bern a usted los manoSf as 
the Spsmiard says/' 

<^ Who are you, sir, and what is ypqr bu- 
siness?" demanded the Marquis, in a tone 
which was intended to interrupt the oifen- 
fme iamiliarity of the soldier. 

^< That is a fair interrogative, tey lord/' 
amwered Dalgetty, ** which I shall fortlu 
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with answer as becoates a cavalier, acid that 
peremptorie^ as we used t^ifry at Mareschol 
Gollege." ' . 

** See who or what he is, Neal,** said the 
Marquis sternJy to a- gentleman who :3tood 
Mar hiffl. 

<< I ^ ill save the honourable gentlen^afi 
the labour oi investigation," continued the 
Captain. ** I am Dugald Dalgetty, of Dcatn* 
thwacket that should be, late Ritt*maBter in 
variotis services, and now Major of I know 
Bot what or whose regiment of irish.es ; and 
lam come with a flag of truce from a high 
and powerful lord, James Earl of Mon^ 
trose, and other noble pers<)ns now in arms 
for his Majesty, and so God save King 
Charles*" 

" Db you know wh^e you are, and 
the danger of dallying with us, sir,"^ again 
demanded the Marquis, ** that you reply 
to me as if i were a child or a fool ? The 
Earl of Montrose is with the English ma» 
lignants, and I suspect you are one.of tJiese 
Irish runagates^ who are come into this 
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eo«fitiy to burn and day, as diey' did under 
Sir FMim O'^^e." 

« My lord,**' replied Captain Dalgeity^ 
«< I am no renegade^ though a Major at 
Irishes^ for which I might rrfer your lord- 
ship to the invincible Gustavus Adolphns 
the Lion of the North* to Bannier, to Ox- 
ensttera, to the warlike Duke of Saxe-Wei* 
mar, Tilly, WaUenstein, Piccolomini, and 
Other great captains, both dead and living ; 
and touching the noble Earl of Montrose, 
I pray your lordship to peruse tibese my 
full powers for treating with you in thd 
nanid of that right honourable commander/' 

The Marquis k)oked slightingly at the 
signed and sealed paper which Captain 
Dalgetty handed to him, and thuowihg it 
with contempt vpon.a table, asked those 
around him what he deserved who came as 
the avowed envoy and agent of malignant 
traitors in arms against the stat^ ? . 

M A high gallows and a short shrift," was 
the ready answer of one of the by^standers^ 




; << I will cram of that hQiKmr»blei»cmvBUer 
who hath last spoken^" said Dalgetty, << ta 
be less hasty ia formog hia conolusioosy 
Slid also of your lordship to be cautelotia in 
9i0fitSBfg the .smiei in respect such threats 
aee to be held out ^y to beae.bisog^aos^ 
and not to men of spirit and action» who 
arc bound to peril themselves as freely in 
services of this nature,, as upon sieges, bat** 
ties, or. onslau^its of any sort. And alhek, 
I have not with me a trumpet^ or a white 
flag, in respect our army is not yet equip- 
ped ^th its fuU appdntments, yet the ho- 
noiicablc^ cavaliers and your lordship must 
concede unto mf , that the sanctity of an 
envoy who cometh. on matter of truce or 
parley epnsisteth not in the fanfare of a 
trumpet, whilH is but a smnd, or in the 
flap of a white flag, whilk is but an auld rag 
in itself, but in the confidence reposed by 
the party sending, and the party sen^ in 
the honour of those to whom the measi^e 
is tp be earned, and their full reUance that 
l^ey will respect the Jw gentium as weel as 
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the Iftw of arms in the pereon of the cofiK 
ffiissiooate "^ 

•*^ You are not eom/t hither to lectiire ns 
upon the law of arms^ sir," said the Mar^ 
quiii ^* which neither does nor can ap^yto- 
rebels and insurgents; but to suffer the po^ 
naity of your insolence and foUy.for brii^ 
iiig a traitorous message to the Lord Juiitrce 
General of Scotlan(i» whose ditty calls upeo' 
him to punish such an oflSmce with ideath%"^ 

<< Gentlemen," said tfaeCaptaint who be 
gs^n much to . dislike the turn which hit 
mission seemed about to take, ** I pray you 
to remember, that the Earl of Mantiose 
will hold you and your .possessions liable 
for whatever injury my person, or. my borii^ 
shall sustain by. these unseendy proceed- 
ings, and that he will be justified in execi»« 
ting retributive vengeance on your persona 
and possessions." 

This menace was received with a a$om^ 

ful laugh, while one of the Campbells ff^ 

plied, " It is a far cry to l4Qchpw," a pro- 

i verbial ex|)rftoiim of the tribes meaiiing^ 
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that tbeir ancient hereditary domains lay 
beyond the reach of an invading enemy. 
<' But, gentlemen/' further urged the un- 
fortunate Captain, who was unwilling to be 
condemned, without at least the benefit of 
a^fuU hearing, ^ although it is not for me 
to say how far it may be to Locfaow, in re- 
ipect I am a stranger to those parts, yet 
what is more to the (mrpose, I trust you 
will admit that I have the guarantee of an 
honourable gentleman of your own name» 
Sir Duncan Campbell of Ardenvohr, for 
my safety on this missidn ; and I pray you 
to observe, that in breaking the truc« to- 
wards me, you will highly prejudicate his 
honour and fair fame.'* 
'This secjmed to be new information to 
many of the gentlemen, for they spoke aside 
with each other, and the Marquis's face, 
notwithstanding his power of suppressing 
all external signs of his passions, shewed 
impatience and vexation. 

^ Does Sir Duncan of Af denvohr pledge 
his honour for this persdnSi safety, my 
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lotd ?•' said one of the company, addreasm]{^ 
the Mapquis/ 

** Ldo not believe it,** answered the Mar- 
: quis ; «« but I have not yet had time to read 
his letter.** 

** We will pray your lordship to do so,^ 
said another of the Campbells j ** our name 
mu;t not'Suffer discredit through the means 
of such a fellow as this.** 

** A dead fly,** said a clergyman, " ma- 
keth the ointment of the apothecary to 
stink." 

^ Reverend sir*,** said Captain T>algetty, 
«* in respect of the use to be derived, I for- 
give you the unsavouriness of your compa- 
' tison ; and also remit to the gentleman in 
the r«d bonnet, the disparaging epithet of 
Jbllow which he has discourteously applied 
to me, who.am no way to be -distinguished 
by the same, unless in as far as I have been 
called fellow-soldier by the great Gustavus 
Adolphus, the Lion of the North, and 
other choice commanders, both in Ger- 
f many and the Low Countries. But touch- 
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^ng Sir Duncan's guarantee of my safety, I 
yfiil gage my life upon his making my i^ords 
good thereanent, -when he comes hither to* 
morrow*" 

«* If Sir Duncan be iso soon expected^ my 
lord," said one of the intercessors, ** it 
would be a pity to anticipate matters witk 
this poor man." ^ . ' 

*« Besides that,^' said another, " your 
lordship-^I speat with reverence— should, 
at least, consult the Knight of ArdenvohrV 
fetter, and learn the terms on which this 
Major Dalgetty, as he calls himself, has 
been sent hither by him." 

They closed around the Marquis, and 
conversed together in a low tone, both 
m Gaelic and English. The patriarchal 
power of the Chiefs was very great, and 
that of the Marquis of Argyle, armed with 
all his grants of hereditary jurisdiction^ was 
particularly absolute. But there intetferes 
some check of one kind or other even ia 
the most despotic government. That which 
ttkitigated the power of the Celtic Chiefs, 
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* 

was the necessity which they lay under of 
eonciliating the kinsmen, who, under them^ 
kd^out the lower orders to battle, and who 
formed a sort of council of the tribe in 
time of peace. The Marquis on this occa- 
sion thought himself under the necessity of 
attending to the remonstrances of this se* 
nate, or more properly CourauUah of the 
name of Campbell, and, slipping out of the 
circle, gave orders for the prisoner to h% 
removed to a place of security, 

«« Prisorier !" exclaimed Dalgetty, exert- 
ing himself with such force as well nigh to 
shake off two highlanders, who for some 
minutes past had waited the signal to seize 
him, and kept for that purpose close at hia 
back. Indeed the soldier had so nearly at^. 
tained his liberty, that the Marquis of Ar* 
gyle changed colour, and stepped back two 
paces, laying, however, his hand on his 
sword, while several of his clan, with ready 
devotion, threw themselves betwixt him 
and the apprehended vengeance of 'the pri* 
soner. But the highland guards were tOQ 
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strong to be shaken off, and the unlucky Cap* 
tain^ ^fber having had his offensive weapons 
taken from him, was dragged off and con- 
ducted through several gloomy passages to 
a small side*door grated with iron, within 
which was another of wood. These were 
opened by a grim old highlander with a long 
white beard, and displayed a very steep and 
narrow flight of steps leading downward* 
The Captain's guards pushed him down two 
or three steps, then,.unloosing his arms, left 
him to grope his way to the bottom as he t 
coujid, a task which became difficult ahd 
even dangerous, wh^n^the two doors beingt 
successively locked, left the. prisoner in to«., 
tal darkness. 
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CHAPTER V: 

Whatever stranger visits here, 

We pity bis.«ad case, 
Unless to worship be draw n^r, 

The King of Kings — his Grace. 

BviLVS*i\Epigram on a visit to Inverary*. 

The Captain finding himself deprived oP 
light, in the manner we have described,- 
and placed in a very uncertain situation, 
proceeded to descend the narrow and bro» 
ken stair with all the caution in his power, 
hoping that he might find at the bottom 
some place to repose himself. But with all 
his care he could not finally avoid making 
a false step, which brought him down the 
four or five last steps tooliastily to preserve 
his equilibrium. At the bottom he stum- 
bled over a bundle of something soft^ 
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wbicb stirred and uttered a groan, so de- 
ranging the Captain's descent, that he floun- 
dered for ward^and finalljfeU upon hishands 
and knees od the floor of a damp and^stone- 
pnved dungeon. 

When Dalgetty had recovered, his first 
demand was to know over whom he had 
stumbled. 

**" He was a man annonth -since," answer^ 
ed a hollow and broken voice. 

^ And what is be nowithen/' said DaU 
getty, *^ tteit he thinks it fitting to4ie upon 
the lo'we&t step of the stairs, and dew'd up 
like a hiirchtB, that honourable cavaliers, 
who chance to be in trouble^ may break 
^^ seses'over Mm J*^ 

** What is he. do\^ ?'* replied the same^ 
. voice i ** He is a * wjr&tc^bed tiunk, from 
which the boaglia have one by one been 
lapped away,.aiid which cares little how 
soon it is torn up ^and hewed into bilieU 
for .the furnace.'' 

" Friend," said Dalgetty, *< I am sorry 
foi^yoa ibntpatiwM^ sis the Spaniard says. 
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« 

If you iiad but be^i as quiet as a log, ms 
joa call yourself; I should have saved aoHie 
excoriations on my hands and knees/* 

^^ You are a soldier,'' replied l»s fellow- 
prisoner ; <' do you complain on account 
of a fall for which a bey would not bemoan 
himself?'' 

<< A soldier?" said the Captain; <^md 
faow do you knoW) in this cursed dark ca- 
vern, that I am a soldier ?" 

^* I beard your armour clash as you UU^"* 
• replied the prisoner, ^^ and now I see it gHa- 
men When you have remained as ioog as 
I in this darkness, your eyes will distittgtu^ 
the smallest eft that crawls on the floon'' 
. << I had rather tlie devil picked AMI 
^ out!" said Dalgetty ; *«if this be the casi^ 
I shall wish for a short turn of the rope^ a 
soldier's prayer, and a leap from a ladder^ 
But what sort of provant have you got here 
---what food, I mean, brother in affliction ?^ 

<< Bread and water once a day," rq^ied 
the voice. 

•* Pri'thee, friend, let me taste your loaf," 
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said Da]getty ; «< I hope we shail play good 
comrades while we dwell together ia this 
abominable pit.** 

*« The loaf and jar of water,** answered 
the other prisoner, << stand in the comer, 
two steps to your right hand. Take them, 
and welcome. With earthly food I have 
is«U nigh done/' 

Dalgetty did not wait for a secpnd invi^ 
tation, but groping out the provisions, be« 
gan to munch at the stale black oaten loaf 
with as much heartiness as we have Ken 
him play his part at better ^«ida. 

** This bread," he said, muttering with 
bis mouth full at the .same time, ** is not 
^rery savoury ; nevertheless, it is not much 
worse than that which we ate at the famous 
leaguer at Werben, where the valorous 
Gustavus foiled all the efforts of the cele« 
brated Tilly, that terrible dd hero, i(ho 
had driven two kings out of the iteld— r 
nainely, Ferdinand of Bohemia, 9Pd Chris- 
tian of Denmark. — And anent this water^ 
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which is none. of the most sweety I drint 
in the same to your speedy dcKverancej 
comrade, not forgetting mine own, and 
devoutly wishing it were Rlienish wine^. 
or humming Lubeck beer, at the least, were- 
it but in honour of the pledge. 

While Dalgctty rah on in this way, hisleetb 
kept time with his tongue, and he speedily. 
finished the provisions which the benevo- 
lence or indiflfefence of his companion i« 
misfortune had abandoned to his voracity» 
When this task was accomplished, he -wrap- 
ped himself- in his cloak, and seating him- 
self in a corner of the dungeon in whfch 
he could' obtain a support on each side, 
(for he had always been an admirer of. (el- 
bow- chaifs, he remarked, even from his 
youth upward,) he began to question his 
fellow- captive., 

"Mine honest friend,** said he, **-yott 
and I being comrades at. bed and board, 
should ^be better acquainted. I am Dugald 
Djalgetty of Drumthwacket, and so forth,. 
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M'ijor in a regiment a( layal Irishe^^ aod 
Ehvoy Extraordinaiy af a High and Mighty 
LbFdy J^mes Barl'of Montrose-^Pray^ what 
may your name be ?'V 

** It will avail you litde to know,'* re- 
plied his more tacitarn companion. 

*• Let me judge of that matter/' answer^ 
edtHe.soldieri* n . • 

" WcH, lhe!i-i-4l'anald MacEagh is* my 
name — tliat is, Ranald Son of the Mist.'' ' 

*' Son of the Mist !'' ejaeuiated Dalgetty. 
**"Son of utter darkness^ say I. But Ra^ 
nald, since that is jour name^ ho w ' came 
yon in possession of the provost's court of 
guard? what the devil brouglit you here, 
that is to say ?"^ 

*«"My misfortanes and my crimes," an- 
swered Ranald. *' Knofw ye the Knight 
of Ardenvohr ?" 

" I do know that honourable person/* 
repNed Dalgetly/ 

** But know ye where he now is?'' re* 
p^ed Ranald. 

"Fasting this day at Ardenvohr, that be 
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may feftst to^iticfnrow at laverani ; io wbidi 
last purpoie if he ofaaoee to faiU my lease of 
humaa service will be acMue^iag pnca- 
rious.'' 

*« Them let hiin know one claiai9 bis in- 
tercession, who is his worst foe aiyl his best 
friend," answered Itanald. 

••^ Truly I shall desire to carry a less 
questionable message/' answered -Dalgetty. 
*< Sir Duncan is not a person to play at 
reading riddles with/' 

*^ Craven Sanson/' said the prisoner, ^< tell 
him I am the raven that fifteen years since 
atoop'd on his tower of strength and .the 
plages he had left there— I am the woif 
that found out his den on the rock, and 
destroyed his offspring*— -I am the leader of 
the band which surprised Ardenvohr ye^ 
terday was fifteen years, and gave his foi^ 
children to the sword.'' 

** Truly, my honest friend," said ThaA- 
getty, <* if that is yOUr b^st recommkcnda^ 
tion to Sir Duncan's favour, I would pr^ 
termil; my pleading t^reupon, ia req;»ect 



I have observed that even the animal crea- 
tioa are incensed against those vrho intro- 
mit With their oftpring forcibly, much 
more any rational and christian creature. 
But I pray you in courtesy to tell me, ^he^ 
tfaer you assailed the castle from the hillock 
called Drumsnab, whilk I uphold to be the 
trqje point of attack, unless it were to be 
protected by a sconce.'' 

M We ascended the cliff by ladders of 
ropes,** said the prisoner, *« drawn up by 
an accomplice and clansman, who had ser- 
ved six months in the castle to enjoy that 
one night of unlimited vengeance. The 
owl whooped around" us as we hung be* 
twi:i(t heaven and earth ; the tide roared 
agsainst the [foot of the rock, and dashed 
asunder our s^kiff, yet no man's heart faited 
him* In the morning there was blood and 
ashes, where there had been peace andjoy 
St the sunset." 

<< It was a pretty camtsade, I doubt not, 
&inald MacEagh^ a vttf suiffictent on« 
slaught; and worthily discharged. Neverthcr 
les8,I wQuld bayepressedtheh(»]8e fi;omtbat 
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little hillock'callied ]>umsnatK But yours ii 
a^ pretty irregular Seythiaa fashion of war-/ 
fare,' Ranald, mticb resembUng- that of 
Turks, Tartars, and other A'diatic people.- 
But the reason, my friend, the cause of this - 
war-^the teterrma causa, as I -may say ? ' 
Deliver me that, Ranald." 

**-W:e had" been pushed at by the M*--^ 
Auleys,- and other western tribes," said 
Ranald, ** till our- pessessionsv became lUii- 
safe forusi** 

« Ah ha ?' said Dalgetfey ; ^« I have fain*^ 
remembrance of having heard of that mat* 
ter. Did you not put bread into a man's - 
mouth, when he had never a stomach wherc- 
untotx) transmit the same ?'^ . 

' " Yoa have heard, then," said Ranald^ . 
•« the tale of our revenge ott the haughty . 
forester?"' 

•^ I bethink me that I have," Said Dalgefe* 
ty, ^* and that not of an old date. It waaft < 
merry jest that, of cramming the bread into 
tb^ dead man'a mouthy but somewhat too 
wild and: salvage, besides wasting the goo^ 
Yictuals. I have seen when at a siege or & ' 
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lisaguer, Ranald, aUving soldier would havo 
been tbe better, Ilanakl» for thai crust of 
bread' whilk you threw away on a dead 
pow." 

- ^^ We were attacked by Sir Dancan,** con- 
tinued MacEagh, « and my brother wa4 
slain-^his head was withering on the battle* 
ments which we scaled — ^I vowed revenge^ 
and it is a vow I have never broken^ 

"It may be so," said Dalgettyj ** and 
every, thorough- bred soldier will confess 
that revenge is a sweet - morsel ; but in- 
what manner this story- will interest Sir 
Duncan in your justiiicationi unless it 
should move him to intercede- with tfre 
Marquis to change the manner thereof fr6m 
hanging, or simple suspension, to breaking 
your limbs on the roue, or wheel, with the 
couHer of a plough, or otherwise putting 
you to death by torture, surpasses my com- 
prehension. Were I you, Rkriald, I would 
b^ for miskenning Sir Duncan, keeping my 
dwn secret, and departing quietly by suflBi- 
eation, like your ancestors before you/' 

• " Yet hearken, stranger/' «tid the Higlr* 
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landett <* Sir Duncan of Ardenvofar had 
four children. Three died under our dirks, 
but the fourth survives ; and more would hQ 
give to dandle on his knee the fourth child 
which I'emains^ than to rack these old bones, 
which care little for the utmost indu^enqe 
of his wrs^tht One word, if I list to ^peak 
it, could turn his day of humiliation and 
fasting into a day of thankfulness and re^ 
joicing and breaking of bread. O t know 
it by my own heart ! Dearer to me is the 
child Kenneth, who cbaseth the butterfly 
on the banks of the Aven, than ten sons 
who are mouldering in earth, or are prey- 
ed on by the fowls of the air.** 

*< I presume, Ranald," continued Dal- 
getty, '^ that the three pretty fellows whom I 
saw yonder in the marketplace, strung up 
by the head like rizzer'd haddocks, claime4 
some interest in you ?'* 

There was a brief pause ere the High^ 
lander replied^ in a tone of strong emotion, 
m^^^ They were my sons, stranger— they 
were my spns ! — ^blood of my blood— 4)<;m^ 
of my bpne!— 4eet of fQot-;-*uperripg i|i aim 
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•-^iinyanquished by foemen till the sons of 
Diarmid overcame them by numbers ! Why 
do I wbh to survive them? The old trunk 
will less feel the rending up of its roots, than 
it has felt the lopping off of its graceful 
boughs. But Kenneth must be trained to 
revenge-^^he young eagle must learn from 
Ibp old how to stoop on his foes. I will 
purchase for his sake my life and my free^ 
dom».by discovering my secret to the Knight 
of Ardenvohr.*' 

^ You may attain your end more easily,** 
said a third voice, mingling in the confer 
ence, " by entrusting it to me." 

All Highlanders are superstitious. *^ The 
Eaaemy of Mankind is among m ^ said Ba« 
nM MacEagh, springing to his feet. Hid 
ebaiJiis clattered* as he rose, while he drew 
himself asfarastheypermittedfrom the quar« 
ter whence the voice appeared to proceed. 
His fear in some degree communicated 
itself to Captain Dalgetty, who began to 
cepeat^ in a sort of polyglott gibberish, all 
tlie exorcisms he had ever heard of, with« 
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out being able to remember more than t?" 
word or two of each. 

* ^ In nomine dominie as w^ said at Mares^ 
ehal CoWe^^^santissima madre di diasj M 
the Spaniard bas>it — aUe guten g^uier Ichen* 
tkn Herm^ saith the blessed Psalmist, in- 
Doctor Luther's translation* * 

•* A truce: with your exorcisms/' said the 
▼oioe they had heard before j ** though I > 
come strangely among y(Hi, I am mortal 
like yourselves, and my assistance may avail - 
you in your present streight^if ^you are not ^ 
too proud to^be counselled.'* 

While th^ stranger thus spoke^ he with-) • 
drew the shade of a dark lantern, by whose » 
feeble light Balgetty^ conld only diicenr^ 
that the speaker who had thus mysteriously 
united himself to their company, and mixed 
m their conversation, was a tall man, dresa* 
ed in a livery cloak of the Marquis^ Hia 
first glance was to his feet, but he saw nei* 
tber the cloven foot which Scottish legends 
assign to the foul fiend, nor the horse's hopf 
by which he is. disytinguish^ in Qeraiany^. 
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i$ first enquif y was^, how fehe strapgef had 
6ome among them ? 

~ " For," said he, *' the creak of these rustjp 
baE» would have been beard had the door 
been made patent ;.and if you passed through, 
the key*hoIe» truly, sir, put what face you 
will on it, you are not fit to be eoroUedin 
a regiment of living men." 

«^« I reserve my secret," answered the 
stranger^ <^ until you shall merit the discor 
very by. communicating to me some of 
yours. * It may be tiiat I shall be moved to 
let you out where I myself came in." 

" It cannot be through the key-hole then," 
said Captain Dalgetty, *< for my corslet 
would stick in the passage were it possible 
tlwMt my head- piece could get through. . A^ 
for secrets, I have none of my own, and but 
few appertaining to others.. Qut impart A9 
us what secrets you desire to know ; or^ a& 
Pfofessor Snuf^egreek used to «ay at the> 
Mat escbal College, Aberdeen, speak that I. 
may know thee." 
*f'It 13 not wrtb you I have fij»t to^dp," 
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replied the stranger^ turning his light fuU 
on the wild and wasted features, and the 
large limbs of the Highlander, Ranald Mao 
£agh, who, close drawn up against tbewaUi 
of the dungeon, seemed yet uncertain whe-» 
ther his guest was a living being. 

" I have brought you something, my 
friend,'' said the stranger, in a more soothe 
ing tone, " to mend your fare ; if you are 
to die to-morrow, it is no reason wherefore 
you should not live to-night*" - . 

** None at all — no reason in the creation,'* 
replied the ready Captain Dalgetty, who 
forthwith begaji to unpack the contents of a 
small basket which the stranger had brought 
tinder his cloak, white the highlander, ei-^ 
ther in suspicion or disdain, paid no atteR« 
tion to the good cheen 

^ Here's to thee, my friend," said the 
Captain, who having already dispatched a 
huge piece of roasted kid, was now taking 
a pull at the wine-flask. *^ What is thy name, 
my good friend ?" 

" Murdoch Campbell, sir," answered tha 
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servant) «* a Uckey of the Marquis of Ar- 
gylC) and occasionally acting as under- war* 
dcn.^'c 

* * • * , 

<« Then here is to thee once more, Mur- 
doch)" said Dalgetty^ " drinking to you by 
your proper name for the better luck sake. 
This wine I take to be Calcavella. Well, 
honest Murdoch, I take it on me to say» 
thou <deservest to be upper- warden, since 
thou showest thyself twenty times better 
acquainted with the way of victualling 
honest gentlemen that are under mtsfor- 
tune, than thy principal. Bread and water ? 
out upon him I It was enough, Murdoch, 
to destroy the credit of the Marquis's dun- 
geon. But I see you would converse with my 
friend, Ranald M'Eagh here. Never mind 
my presence ; I'll get me into this corner 
here, with the basket, and I will warrant 
my jaws make noise enough to prevent my 
ears from hearing you." 

Notwithstanding this promise, however, 
the veteran listened with all the attentioa 
he could to hearken to this discourse, or. 
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as he described it himself, <^ laid his ears 
back in his neck, like Gustavus when he 
h^ard the key turn in the girnel-kist." He^ 
could, therefore, owing to the narrowness 
of the dungeon, easily overhear the fal- 
lowing dialogue. 

•« Are you aware, Son of the Mist,** said 
the Campbell, ** that you will never leave 
this place excepting for the gibbet ?*' 

*« Those who are dearest to me^" answered 
MacEagh, «* have trod that path before me.* 

^ Then you would do nothing,** asked 
the visitor, " to shun following them ?* 

The prisoner writhed himself in his chains 
before returning an answer. 

*• I would do much," at length he said j 
«« not for my own life, but for the sake of 
the pledge in the glen of Strath- Aven.' 

«* And what would you do to turn away 
the bitterness of the hour ?" again demand- 
ed Murdoch : «« I care not for what cause 
ye mean to shun it.'* 

« I would do Avhat a man might do, and 
still call himself a man.^ 
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** Do you call yourself a man," said the 
interrogator, " who have done the deeds 
of a wolf r 
• •* I do,** answered the outlaw ; " I am a 
man like my forefathers — while wrapt in the' 
mantle of peace, we were lambs — ^it was 
rent from us, and ye now call us wolves* 
Give us the huts ye have burned, our 
children whom ye have murdered, our 
widows whom ye have starved— collect 
^ from the ^bbet and the pole the mangled > 
' carcases, and whitened sculls of our kins- 
men — bid them live and bless us, and we 
will be your vassals and brothers— till then, 
let death, and blood, and mutualwrong, 
di^iw 4t dark veil of division between 
us/ 

^* You will then do nothing for your 
liberty,'* said the Campbell. 

" Any thing — but call myself the friend 
of your tribe," answered MacEagh. 

« We scorn the friendship of band^ti 
and Caterans,'* retorted Murdoch, ** and 
would not stoop to accept it.— What I de- 
mand to know from you, in exchange for 
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yotir liberty i9| where thfe daughter and 
heiress of the Knight of Ardenvohr is now 
to be found.'* 

<< That you may wed her to some beg« 
garly kinsman of your great master," said 
Ranald, <^ after the fashion of the Children 
of Diarmid \ Does not the valley of Glen, 
orquhy, to this vtry hour, cry shame on the 
▼iolence offered to a helpless infant whom 
her kinsmen were conveying to the court of 
the Sovereign I Were not her escort com- 
pelled tohide her beneath a cauldron, round 
which they fought till not one reitaained 
to tell the tale ?-~and was not the girl 
brought to this fatal castle, and afterwards 
wedded to the brother of M*Callum More, 
and all for the sake ofjier broad lands?* 

** And if the tale be true,** said Murdbeh, 
•* she had a preferment beyodd what the 
King of Scots would have conferred cm hen 
But this is far from the purpose* The^ 
daughter of Sir Duncan of Ardenvohr is of 
oui* owq blood, not a stranger ; and who has 
so good a right to know her fate as M*- 
Galium More, the chief of her clan 7^ 



^ It is on feds.part» then, that you demand ' 
it ?** said the outlavr. The servant of the 
Marquis assented. 

^ And you will practise no evil against 
the maiden?— I have done her wrongenough 
aUrcady/* 

« No evil^ upon the word of a Christian 
mao^" replied Murdoch. 
. ^ And my guerdon is to be life and li- 
berty ?** 

^< Such is our paction/'' said the Camp- 
bell. 

<< Then know, that the child whom I 
saved out of compassion at the spoiling of 
bee father's tower of strength, was bred as 
an adopted daughter of our tribe, until we 
wei'e. worked at the pass of Ballenduthil, 
by^the fiend incarnate and mortal enemy 
^ pur tribe^ Allan M^Aulay of the Bloody 
hand) and by the horsemen of Lennox, nh- 
der the heir of Menteith/' 

^< Fell she into the power of Allan of the 
JBloody hsindi'^ said Murdoch, <^ and she a 
t<^uted daughter of thy tribe? then her 
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' blood has gilded the dirk, and thiou 1ia$t 
said nothing to rescue thine own forfeited 
life.** 

** If my life Vest on her*8,** answered the 
outlaw, ^' it is secure, for she still survives ; 
but it has a more insecure reliance — the 
frail promise of a son of Diarmid." 

** That promise shall not fail you," said the 
Campbell, *' if you can assure rae that she 
survives, and where she is to be found J^ 

M In the castle of Damlinvarach/* said 
'Randd MacEagh, ^ under the name of 
Annot ^Lyle. I have oflen heard of her 
from my kinsmen, who have again ap- 
proached their native woods, and it is not 
long since mine old eyes beheld hen" 

' **^YouV said Murdoch, in astonishment» 
* ^* ypu, a chief among the children of the 
Mist, f and iVentuired so near your mortal 
foe!" 

** Son of Diarmid,^^! did mere,'* replied 

the outlaw ; -*% I was in the hdl of the c^stle^ 

disguised «s .si harper, from the wild shores 

Hof iS&ianaCh. ^My purpose was to have 

10 
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plunged my dirk in the body of the M^ 
Aulay with the Bloody hand» before whoni 
our race trembies, and to have taken there- 
after what fate God should send me. But 
I saw' Annot Lyle, even when my hand was 
pn the hilt of -my dagger^ She touched her 
clairshach to a song of the Children of the 
Mist, which she had learned when her 
dwelling was amongst us. The woods la 
which we had dwek pleasantly, rustled their 
green leaves in the song, and our streams 
were there with the sound of all their wa- 
ters. My hand forsook the dagger j the 
fountains of mine ^-es were opened, and 
the hour of revenge passed away. — And 
now, son of Diarmid, have I not paid the 
ransom of my head ?' 

** Ay," replied Murdoch, " if your tale, 
be true j but what proof can you assign for 

it r 

•* Bear witness heaven and earth," ex- 
claimed the outlaw, *< he already looks how 
he may step over his word I" 

"Not so," replied Murdoch; *« every pro- 
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raise shall be kept to you when I am asn 
sured you have told me the truth. But I 
must speak a few* words with your compa* 
nion in captivity.*' 

" Fair and false-^cver fait and false,*' 
muttered the prisoner, as he threw himself 
once more on the floor of his dungeon. 

Meanwhile, Captain Dalgetty , who had at- 
tended to every word of this dialogue, was 
making his own remarks on itin private. 
•« What the henker can this sly fellow have 
to say to me ? I have no child, eithej of my 
own, so far as I know, or of any other per- 
son, to tell him a tale about. But let him 
come on— -he will have some manoeuvring 
ere he turn the flank of the old soldier.-' 

Accordingly, as if he had stood pike in 
hand to defend a breach, he waited with 
caution, but .without fear, the commence- 
ment of the attack. " You are a citizen of 
the world, Captain Dalgetty,** said Mur- 
doch Campbell, ** and cannot be ignorant 
of our old Scotch proverb gifgafy which 
goes through all nations and sdl services.'* 
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s ^ Then I should know something of it|*' 
said Dalgetty, <* for^ except the Turk^, 
there are few powers in Europe whom I 
have not served; and I have sometimes 
thought of taking a turn either with Beth- 
lem Gabor, or with the Janizaries/' 

<' A man of your experience and unpre* 
judiced ideas» then, will understand me ^t 
once,'' said Murdoch, ** when i say, I mean 
that your freedom shall depend on your 
true and upright answer to a few trifling 
^[uestions respecting the gentlemen you 
have left; their state of preparation; tlie 
number of their men, and nature of their 
appointmentft] and as much as you chanee 
to know about their plan of operations/' 

*< Just to satisfy your curiosity," said 
Dalgetty, << and without any farther pur* 
pose?" 

" None in the world," replied Murdoch 5 
<< what interest should a poor devil like me 
take in their operations ?" 

^< Make your interrogations then," said 
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the Captain^ ^ and I will answer them p&^ 
remptorie.^ 

<^ How many Irish may be on their march 
to join James Grahame the malignant ?" 

« Probably ten thousandi" said Captain 
Dalgetty. 

<* Ten thousandth replied Murdoch an- 
grily ; ** we know that scarce two thousand 
landed at Ardnamurchan."' 

" Then you know mere about them than 
I doy" answered Captain Dalgetty, with 
great composure. *^ I never saw them mus- 
tered yet, or even under arms.'' 

" And how many men of the clans may 
be expected V* demanded Murdoch. 

•< As many as they can make, "replied 
the Captain. 

<^ You are answering from the purpose, 
sir,'* said Murdoch; "speak plainly, will 
there be five thousand men ?' 

" There and thereabouts," answered 
Dalgetty. 

«• You are playing with your life, sir, if 
you trifle with me,*' replied the catechist j 
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** one y^hii^tle of mine» and in less than ten 
minutes your head hangs on the. draw« 
bridge,*' 

** But4o speak candidly ) Mt Mtirdocb;'* 
replied the Captain, <* do you think it is a 
reasonable thing to ask me after the secrets 
of our army» and I engaged to ^erve fofr the 
whole campaign? If I taught you how to 
defeat Montrose, what becomes of my pay, 
arrears, and chance of booty ?'* 

" I tell you;* said Campbell, " that if 
you be stubborn^ your campaign sbtiU begin 
and end in a march to the block at the 
castle-gate, which ' stands ready^ for such 
knd-laufers^.but if you answer my ques. 
tions faithfully, I will receive you into my 
-^into the service of M'Callum More/' 

" Does the service afibrd good pay?**^ 
aaid Captain Dalgetty. 

•* He will double yours, if you will re- 
turn to Montrose and act under his direc- 
rection." 

<< I wish I had seen you, sir, before, ta^ 
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Jking on with him>'' sMd D«Igetty» appear- 
ing to meditgte. 

<< On the contrary; I can afford you more 
ad\'antageoa8 terms now/' said the Caoip- 
bell ; << always supposing that you are faitk* 

<< JFaithfuly that is, to you, and a traitor 
to Montrose," answered the Captain. 

<* Faithful to the cause of rdigion and 
good order/^ answered Murdoch, ^ which 
sanctifies any deception you may employ 
to serve it.*' 

*< And the Marquis of Argylc^fabould I 
iacline to enter bis service, is he a kind 
master ?^ demanded Dalgetty« 

<< Never man kinder,** quoth Campbell. 

^^ And bountiful to his officers f* pursu- 
ed the Captain. 

<< The most open hand in Scotland," se* 
plied Murdoch. 

<« True andfaithful to his engagements?^ 
continued Dalgetty. 

<« As honourable A nobleman asibrdathef,^*^ 
said the clansman. 
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" I never heard so much good of him 
before/' said Dalgetty ; «« you must know 
the Marquis well, or rather you must be 
the Marquis himself. Lord of Argylc^'* 
he added, throwing himself suddenly on 
the disguised nobleman, '' I arrest you in 
the name of King Charles ai^ a traitor. If 
you venture to call for assistance, I will 
wrench round yottr neck J* 

The attack which Dalgetty made upon 
Atgyl^s person was so sudden and unex- 
pected, that he easily prostrated him on the 
floor of the dutigeon, and held him down 
with one hand, while his right, grasping 
tiie Marquis's; throat, was ready to strangle 
him on the slightest attempt to call for as* 

ftistance. 

V Lord of Argyie," he said, *^ it is now 

wsf turn to lay down the terms of capitu- 
lation. If you list to shew me the private 
way by which you entered the dungeon, 
you shall escape, on condition of being my 
ioeum tenens^. as wc said at the Mareschal 

s2 
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College, untU your warder visits his pri- 
soners. But if not, I will first strangle you 
— I learned the art from a Polonian hey- 
duck, who had been a slave in the Otto- 
man seraglio— and then seek out a mode of 
retreat." 

^< Villain ! you would not mucider me for 
my kindness," murmured Argyle. 

** Not for your kindness, my lord," re- 
plied Dalgetty ; *' but first, to teach your 
lordship the jus gentium towards cavaliers 
who come to you under safe conduct ; and 
secondly, to warn you of the danger of pro- 
posing dishonourable terms to any worthy 
soldado, in order to tempt him to become 
false to his standard during the term of bis 
service." 

" Spare my life," said Argyle, «« and I 
will do as you require." 

Dalgetty maintained bis gripe upon tb« 
Marquis's throat, compressing it a little 
while he asked questions, and relaxing it 
so far as to give him the power of answer- 
ing them. 
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<^ Where is the secret door into the duir- 
geon ?" he demanded. . 

** Hold up the lantern to the corner on 
your right hand, you will discern the iron 
which covers the spring," replied the Mar- 
quis. 

'* So far so good*— Where does the pas- 
sage lead to ?" 

'^ To my private apartment behind the 
tapestry," answered the prostrate noble- 
nsan« 

*^ Erom thence how shall! reach the 
gate, way ?*• 

*' Through the grand gallery, the antf^ 
room, the lackeys' waiting^hall, the. graqd 
gyard-room-" 

** All crowded with soldiers, factionaries, 
and attendants ?T-that will never do for me, 
my lord ;— have you. no secret pas3dge to 
the gate, as.you Jhave to your dungeons? 
I have seen, such in : Germany J' 

'^ There ia a p^sage through the chapel,'' 
said the Marquis, ^< opening from my apart-. 
menL'' 



^hAx^ wlutt it the pm-irord at the gate?^ 

^ The sword of Levi,'' replied the Mar- 
quia ; ^ but if you will receive my pledge 
of honour, I will go with you, escort you 
through every guard, and set you at full 
liberty with a passport** 

<< I might trust you> my lord, were your 
throat not already black with the grasp of 
toy fingers }*-4» it is, beso ha inanasa tuU4$ 
as the Spaniard says. Yet you may grant 
me a passport ;— are there writing mate- 
rials in your i^artment ?** 

^ Surely ; and blank passports ready lk> 
tfe signed* I will attend you there," said 
the Marquis, *^ tnstandy,^ 

** It were too much honour for the like 
of me/* said Dalgetty ; •< your lordship 
f^Kall remain under charge of mine honeikt 
frimd Ranald MacEagh ; therefore, prithee 
• letme drag you within reach of his diaitti^^ 
Honest Ranald, you^ee how matteis stand 
with us.' I shall find the means^, I doubt 
sotft of setting you at fireedosu Mean iiitie 
do as you see me do ; clap your hand thua 
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•a the weasand of this high and noightjr 
prinoe, under hk ruff, and if he offer to 
struggle or cry oat» fail not, my worthy 
Ranald, to squeeze doughtily ; and if it 
bie ad dekquium^ Ranald,, that is, till be 
s#oon, there is no great matter, seeing he 
designed yoilr gullet and mioe to still hard* 
er usage.'' 

^< If he offer at speeeh or *strug^e»'' said 
Ranald, ^* he dies by my band." 

^ That is right, Ranald«-*-very spirited-^, 
a thorough-going friend that understands a 
hint is- worth a million." 

Thus resigning the charge of the Marquis 
to his newconfederate, Dalgettypressed the 
spring, by which the secret door flew open, 
thongh so well were its hinges polished and 
died, that it made not the slightest noise in 
revolving. The opposite side of the door 
was secnred by very strong bolt and bars, 
beside which' bung one or two keys, de- 
signed apparently to undo fetter- locks. A 
narrow stair- case, ascending up through 
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die tfaickiiess of the ca»tle<*wail, land^s iAS 
the Marquis had truly inforjue^ hioi^ be- 
hind the tapettry.of I^isi private apartment. 
Such cm»QQunications w.ere frequent iu old 
feudal castiesr as tbey gave the lord of the 
fortresst like a . second Dioiiy6ius« the 
sieans of hracing the con versatioii of las 
prisoners^ or, if he pleased^ of. visitipg 
them in disgiiisei a& experiment which had 
terminated . 80 unpleasantly on the presents 
occasion for Gillespie Grumacb* Having 
examined previously, whether {there ws(s^ 
any one in the apartmenl;, and finditig the 
coast clear, the Captain entered, and hast* 
ily possessing himself of a blank passport, 
several of which lay on the table» and of 
writing materials, securing, . at the same 
time, the Marquis's dagger, and a silk coxd 
from the hangingSt he agiain descended into 
the cavern, where, listening a. moment at 
the door, be could hear the : hal£stifled 
voice of the Marquis making ^ireat proffers 
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te MacEagb, On coaditioii he would suffer 
him to give an alarm.. 

«• Not fop a forcat of deer^-nofc ft« a 
thoosand. head of cattle," am^wered the 
free-booter ; ^ not fi^ all the lands that 
ever called a son of Piarmid master* will 
i break the troth I have plight^ io him 
of the iron-garment," 

^^ He of the iron-garment," said Dalgetfty, 
entering, ^' is bounden.unto you, MaqEagh, 
and this noble lord shall be bouaden also ; 
but first be must fill up this passport with 
the names of Major Dugald Dalgetty and 
his guide, or. he is like to have a passport 
into another world ."^ 

The Marqpis subscribed^ and wrote, by 
the light of the dark-Iantern, as the sol- 
dier prescribed to him. 
. " And now>^ Ranald," sajd Dalgetty, 
<« strip thy upper garments— thy plaid I 
mean, Ranald, and ki it will I muffle the 
M'Callam More, and make of him, for the 
. time» a Childfof the Mist;— -Nay, I must 
. bring, it over yojur head, my lord, so as to 
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secure us against your mistimed clamour. 
— S0| now he is sufficiently muffled ; — h<dd 
down your hands^ or, by heaven, I will stab 
you to the heart with your own dagger ; 
— nay, you shall be bound with nothing less 
than sUk) as your quality deserves.— So 
now he is secure till some one comes to re- 
lieve him. If he ordered us a late dinner^ 
Ranald, he is like to be the sufierer ; — at 
what hour, my good Ranald, did the jaitor 
usually appear.** 

^' Never till the sun was beneath the 
western wave,** said M<£agh. 

*< Then, my friend, we shall have three 
hours good,** said the cautious Captain. '< la 
the mean time, let us labour for your libe- 
ration.** 

To examine Ranald'is chain was the next 
occupation. It was undone by means of 
one of the keys which hung behind the pri- 
vate door, probably deposited there, that 
the Marquis might, if he pleased, dismiss 
a prisoner, or remove him elsewhere with- 
out the neceasitv of suaimpniag the wai^ 
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den. The outlaw stretched his benumbed 
BxmSf and bounded from the floor of the 
dungeon in all the extasy of recovered firee-^ 
dom, 

^< Take the livety-coat of that noble pri* 
soner/' said Captain Dalgefctjp ; << put it Qn» 
and follow close at my heels." 

The outlaw obeyed^ They ascended the 
private stair, having first secured the door 
behind them» and thus safely reached, ^he 
j^partment of the Marquii« 
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CHAPTER Vi; 

» 

Thii vti Ike entry then, (bese sUon-rJlNit whither after i ' 
Yet he that's sure to pemh on the land 
May quit the nicety of card lind compass^ 
And tnnt the open sea withou^a pilot. 

Ttagedy ^ BrtnnowalL'. 

^ Look out for the private way through 
the chapel^ JEUQald*" said: tiie Captain^ 
'^^ while I give a hasty regard to these mat- 

Thus speaking, he seized with one hand 
a bundle of Argyle's most private papers, 
and with the other a purse of gold^ both 
of which lay in a drawer of a rich cabinet 
which stood invitingly open. Neither did 
be neglect to possess himself of a sword 
and pistols, with powder*flask and balls, 
which hung in the apartment* *< Intelli- 
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gence and booty," said the veteran, as he 
pouched the spoils, <' each, honourable ca» 
valier should look to the one on his gene^ 
ra?s behalf, and the other on his^ own. 
This sword is an Andrew Ferrara, and the 
pistols better than mine own. But a fair 
exchange is no robbery. Soldados are not 
to be endkngered^ and endangered gratui- 
tously, my Lord of Argyle. — But soft, soft, 
Banald ;. wise Man of the Mist, whither art 
thorn bound V* 

It was indeed full time to stop MacEagh's 
{»x>ceeding8 ; for, not finding the private 
passage readily, and impatieut,. it would 
seem, of &rther delay, beiiad cai^hfrdowi 
a sword and target, and was about to en- 
ter the great gallery, with the purppse,. 
doubtless, of fighting his way through all 
opposition. 

« Hold, while you live,"^ Vhispered Dal- 
getty, laying hold on htm. ^ We must 
not be perdue if possible. So bar we this 
door, that it may be thought M^Callum 
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More woald be private-~and now let me- 
make a i econnoissance for the private paa« 
fage.*^ 

By looking behind the ti^edtry in vari^ 
ous places^ the Captain at length discover- 
ed a private door, and behind that a windings 
passage, terminated by another door, which 
doubtless entered the chapeL But what 
. was his disagreeable surprise to hear, on the 
other side of this second door, the sonorous 
voice of a divine in the act of preaching. 

^ This made the villain,^' he said, << re^ 
wimnend this to ui as a private passage* 
I am strongly tempted to return and tmt 
hk throat," 

He then opened very gently the door^ 
which led into a latticed gallery used by 
the Marquis himself, the curtains of which 
were drawn, perhaps with the purpose of 
having it supposed that he was engaged in 
attendance upon divine worship, when, in 
fact, he was absent upon his secular afl&irs. 
There was no other person in the seat, lor 
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the family of the Marquis, such was the' 
high state maintained in those days, sate 
during service in another gallery, placed 
somewhat lower than thstt of the great maa 
himself. This being the case, Captain 
Dalgetty ventured to ensconce himself in 
the gallery, of which he carefully secured 
the door. . 

Never T(alt hough the expression be a bold 
one) was a sermon listened to with more 
impatience, and less edification, on the part 
^f one, at least, of the audience. The Cap« 
tain heard Hxteenihly •*«- seventeenthh/ ^-^ 
'tighteentkhf, and to conclude, mth a sort 
t>f feeling like protracted despair. But no 
man can lecture (for the service was called 
a lecture,) for ever, and the discourse wa« 
at length closed, the clergyman not failing 
to make a profound bow towards the lat« 
ticed gallery, little suspecting whom he 
honoured by that reverence. To judge 
from the haste with which they dispersed, 
the domestics of the Marquis were scarce 
iAore pleased with their late occupatioa^ 
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than ^be anxious Captain Dalgetty $ ia» 
deed> many of them being Highlandmen, 
bad the excuse of not understandiog a sin« 
gle word which the cler^man spoke, al- 
though they gave their attendance on his 
doctrine by the ispecial t)rdef of ^M^alluqi 
More, and would have done so had he beea 
a Tuxicish Imaum. 

; But although the congregation disper- 
sed thus rapidly, the divine Femained be- 
hind in the chapel, and, walking up and 
down its Gothic precincts, seemed either to 
be meditating on what he had just been de- 
livering, or preparing a fresh discourse for 
the next opportunity. Bold as he was, 
Dalgetty hesitated what he ought to do* 
Time, however, pressed, and every mo- 
ment increased the chance of their es- 
cape 4ieing discovered by the Jailor visiting 
the dungeon perhaps before his wonted 
time, and discovering the exchange whidi 
had been made there. At length, whisper- 
ing Ranald, who watched all his motions, to 
follow him and preserve his countenance^ 



Captain Dalgetty, with a very composed 
air« descended a flight of steps which led 
from the gallery into the body of the cha- 
pel. A less experienced adventurer would 
have endeavoured to pass the worthy cler- 
gyman rapidly, in hopes to escape unnoti- 
ced. But the Captaiui who foresaw the ma- 
nifest danger of failing in such an attempt, 
walked gravely to meet the divine upon his 
walk in the midst of the chancel^ and, puU- 
ing off his cap, was about to pass him after 
a formal reverence. But what was his sur« 
prise to view in the preacher the very same 
person with whom he had dined in the cas- 
tle of Ardenvohr. Yet he speedily reco- 
vered his composure ; and ere the, clergy. 
g;^an could speak, was the first to address 
him. *< I could not," he said, ''leave this 
mansion without bequeathing to you, my 
very reverend sir, my humble thanks for 
the iiomily with which you have this even- 
ing favoured us.^; 

"I did not observe, sir,** said the clergy- 
man, ** that you wpre in the chapel." 
' ^ It pleased the faonourtble Marquis,*^ 
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uid D^fettir^ modoAtlj, !^ to ^ace me njtb 
9 9eiit m- kis own gallery.'' The divine 
bowisd low at this iatiii|Mtoia» knpwkig Ant 
such an honour Was only vouehaafed to per- 
sons, of very high rank* << It has beeaay 
fate^ $ir," said the Gaptiin» <^ in the sort of 
wandwing life which I have led» to hfeve 
heard di^cent preachers of difiecent leH- 
gioDs«— as for examploi Lutheran, Evanga^ 
licali Reformed, GalvinitticaU and so forthi 
but nmier have I listened to.sach a homily 
as yours." 

<* Call it a lecture, worthy sir^'^ said the 
divine, ** such is the phrase of onr 
ohurcb.'' 

M Leeture^ or homily," said Dal^tty, '^it 
wss, as the High* Germans say, gannjimkse 
fiich ; and I could not leave thia place with- 
out testifyiqg unto you what inward ento^ 
lions I have undergone during your edifying 
prelection ; and how I am touched' to the 
quick, that I should yesterdfty^ during* the 
refection, have seemed to r infringe on the 
respect due to such a perscm as yourscICJ 

«< Alas ! my worthy sir," said the clergy- 



^sti5 ^ wc meet in tbis world as in ikt Val- 
ley of the Shadow of -Beath, tiot knowing 
g^ainst whom we may chance to encounter, 
la truth it is no matter of marvei, if we 
aometimes jostle those, to whom, if known, 
we would yidd all respect* Sitrely, sir, I 
would rather have taken yon for a profane 
malignant dian for such a devout person as . 
you prove, .who reverences the great Master 
even in the meanest cf his servants." 

<< It is always my onstom to do so, learn- 
ed sir," answered Dalgetty { ^* for in the ser- 
vice ef the immortal GustavtHH-but I de- 
tain you from your meditattons'^-^is de- 
sire to apeak of the King of Sweden being 
for once overpowered hy the necessity of 
his circumstances. 

*« By no means, my worthy sir,^ said the 
^ergyman. ** What was, I pray you, the or- 
der of that great Prince, whose meosory is 
M dear to every Protestent bo^MU 9^ 

^ Sir, the drams beat to prayers morning 
^ad evening, as reguliMrly as for parade j and 
if a soldier passed without saluting the 

voir. IV. f 



f 



chsplaki, helMid aniioot^&ijde' cm the wood^ 
en niare for his pains. Sir, I wish yoa a 
very good eTcnin^-*^! am obUged to depart 
the oiftsile under M'Callum More*s paat- 
port* 

<^ Staj one instant, sir/' said the prtadier; 
<* is'^there ndthtng I can do ta testify xasj 
respeet for the pupil of the great Gii8tavu8» 
and so admirable a judge of p^ eachbg ?* 

<< Nothing, sir,^ said the Captain, <' bnt 
to shew me the nearest iiiray to the ^te^--* 
and^f yea Jsmmld have the kindness,'' be aidiU 
ed with great efiranteiy, *^ to* let a sttvant 
bring my horse widi himf the dark gflt|r 
geUmgw-^^all him 6u8tai?us, aiid he vufl 
prick up hkrears-— ftr I k«ow not where the 
castle stables are situated, and my gntde^^ 
he added, looking »t Ranald, *^^eaks no 
Ei^ish.*^ 

<< I hastentoaecommodateyoii^" said Ihk 
clergyfnan ; << your way lies thtough that 
doistered passage.'* 

<< !Kilw hearen^ blessing, upon your vsi 
Mty !" said the Captain ta hknsetf ^^^ I wiia 

U 



afraid I ira»ld have had to march off with- 
out Oiistavus." 

In factt so efieciually did the chaplain 
cac^rt himsdf in behalf of so excellent a 
judge of composition, that while Dalgettj 
was.parlying with the centisels at the draw- 
bridge, shefwing his passport, and giving the 
watcfa^wdrd, a servant brought him his 
horse, ready saddled for the journey. In 
any other place, the Captatn suddenly ap- 
pearing at large after having been publrcly 
tent to prison, might have encited suspibion 
and enquiry; but the officers and domes- 
ties of the Marquis were accustomed to the 
mysterious pdicy of their master, and never 
fupposed aught else than that he bad been 
fiberated and. en trusted with some private 
commisskin by their master. In this belief, 
wad having received the parole, they gave 
fakn free passage. 

Daigetty rode slowly through the town 
of Inverara, the outlaw attending upon him 
lice a foo<>page at his hwseVshoulder. As 
they passed, the gibbet, the (4d man looked 
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on the bodies and wrong his hands. Tke 
look and gesture were momentary, but ex« 
pressive of indescribable anguish. Instant- 
ly recovering himsdf/ Ranald, in passing, 
whispered somewhat to one of the females^ 
who, like Rizpah the daughter of Aizali» 
seemed engaged in watching and mournii^ 
the victims of feudal justice and cruelty, 
llie woman started at his voice, but im- 
mediately collected herself, and returned 
for answer a slight inclination of the head. 
Dalgetty continued his way out of the 
town, uncertain whether be should try to 
seize or hire a boat and cross the lake, or 
plunge into the woods and there conceai 
himself from pursuit. In the former event 
he was liable to be instantly pursued by the 
gallies of the Marquis, which lay ready for 
sailing, their long yard-arms pointing to the 
wind, and what hope could he have in aft 
ordinary Highland fishing-boat to escape 
from them ? If he made the latter choice, his 
chance either of supporting or concealing 
himself ill those waste and unknown wilder. 
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nesses was in the highest degree precarious. 
The town lay now behind him, yet what 
hand to turn to for safety he was unable to 
determine^ and began to be sensible, that in 
escaping from the dungeon at Inverara, he 
had only accomplished the easiest part of a 
difffcult task. If retaken^ his fate was now 
certain j. for the personal injury he had offer- 
ed to a man so powerful and so vindictive^ 
eoutd be atoned for only by instant death* 
While he pondered these distressing reflec 
tionsi and looked around with a counted 
nance which plainly expressed indecision^ 
Kanald MacEagh suddenly asked him: 
•' which way he intended to journey ?'* 

" And that, honest comrade," answeried 
Dalgistty, •* ispreceesely the question which 
J[ cannot answer you — truly I begin to hold 
the opinion, Ranald, that we had better 
have stuck by the brown loaf and water- 
jpitdier until Sir Duncan arrived, who, for 
))is own honour, must have made some %ht 
iroi;iBe.'* 

•* Saxon," answered MacEagb, •• dp not 
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you regret haviDg exchanged the foul 
breath of yonder dungeon for the free air 
of heaven* Above all, repent not that you 
have served a Son of the Mist. Put your- 
self under my guidancei and I will warrant 
your safety with my head," 

** Can you guide me safe through these 
mountains, and back to the army of Mon^ 
trose ?" said Dalgetty. 

" I can/' answered MacEagh ; ** ther^ 
lives not a man to whom the mountain passs* 
€8, the caverns, the glens, the thickets and 
the corries are known, as they are to the 
Children of the Mist. While others crawl 
on the level ground, by the sides of lakes 
and streams, ours are the steep holiofwS- of 
the inaccessible itiountains, the birth-placid' 
of the desert springs. Not all the blood^ 
hounds of Argyle can trace the fastnesses 
through which I can guide you." 

«* Say'st thou so, honest Ranald ?** replied 
Dalgetty j *''thea hare on with tbeie, for of 
a surety I shall never save, the ship by my 
own pilotage." 
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The outlaw accordingly led the way into 
the wood by whic]^ the castle is aurroundi'- 
ed for several miles» wallqi^ with 90 iouck 
dispajtch as kept Gustavus at a ccmnd trot* 
and taking au:ch a number of cross cuts and 
turnS) that Captain Dalgetty speedily lost 
$SL idea where be might be,. and all know- 
ledge cf ^the .points of the compass. At 
length, the path, which had gradually 
become more diiBcult» altogether ended 
among thickets wad underwood* The 
roaring of a torrent was heard in the neigh* 
bourhood, the ground became ia , some 
places broken, in others boggy, and e\*ery« 
where unfit for riding. 

V What the foul 'fiend,'' said Ddlgetty^ 
f* is ^ to be done here f I joiust part wdtb 
Gustavu^i I fear." 

*< Take no care for your horse,'' said the 
outlaw ) ** he shall soon be r^tored to you.*! 

As he spoke, he whistled in a low tone,; 
aod.a lad, half drei^sed in tartan, half naked^ 
having only his own shaggy hair/ tied with 
a thong of leather, to protect his head and 
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fiice from lun and weather, lean, andbalf^ 
starved in aspect, bb wild gteyeyee^ ap» 
pearing to fill up ten times the proportiok 
usually allotted to them in the human faxs^ 
crept out as a wild ^beast might have dont 
from a thicket of brambles and briars* 

^^ Give your horse to the giUie»" saki 
Ranald MacEagh ; ^ your Ufe depends up« 
on it,'* 

" Och \ och V* said the despairing vete-i 
ran, << Eheu ! as we used to say at Mare* 
schal College, must I leave Gustavus ia 
such grooming?" 

" Are you frantic^ to lose time thus?* 
said his guide ;. ^< do we stand on frtend'a 
ground, that you should part witi) your 
horse as if he were your brother ? I tell you,- 
you shall have him again ; but if yoi^nevep 
saw the animal, is not life better- than the 
best colt ever mare foaled ?' 

*^ And that is true too, mine hottest 
friend," sighed Dalgetty j ** yet if you 
knew but tte value of Gustavus, and thc^ 
things we two have done and suffered to» 
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ge&er*«*Ste, he turns back to look at me ! 
«^be kind to him, my good \}recchles$ 
£riend» and I will requite you welL" So 
aayifig, and withal sniffling a little to swal- 
low his griefy he turned from the heart- 
rending spectacle in order to follow his 
guide. 

To fpUow his guide was no easy matter, 
and soon required more agility than Captain 
Ddlgetty could master. The very first 
plunge after he had parted from his char- 
ter,, carried him, with Kttle assistance from 
a few overhanging boughs^ or projecting 
woia of trees, eight foot sheer down into, 
the course of a torrent, up which the Son 
of the Mist led the way. Huge stones, 
over which they scrambled, thickets of 
thora and brambles, through which they 
)»d to drag themselves, rocks which v;ere 
to be climbed on the one side with much 
labour and pain, for the purpose of an 
equally precarious descent upon the other ; 
all thesfe, and many such interruptions, 
w€ce surmounted by the light-footed arid 

72 
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hfti&iiaked mountaineer with ah ease and 
velocity which excited the surprise and 
envy of Captain Dalgetiy, who, encumber* 
ed by bis head-piece» corslet^ and other fLU 
mouTp not to mention his ponderous ja(ck* 
boots, found himself at. length so much ex* 
bausted by fatigue, and the difficulties of 
the road, that he sate down upon a stone 
in order to recover his breath, while he ex« 
plained to Ranald MacEagh the difference 
betwixt travelling expeditu^ and impediius^ 
as these two military phrases were under* 
stood at Mareschal College, Aberdeen« 
The sole answer of the mountaineer was to 
lay his hand on the soldier's arm, and point 
backward in the direction of the wind. Dal- 
getty could spy nothing, for evening was 
closing fast^ and they were at the bottom of 
a dark ravine. But he could distinctly hear 
at a distance the sullen toll of a large bell* 

" That.," said he,^ *^ must be the datm-— 
the storm-clock, as the Germans call it^'^ 

^< It strikes the hour of your death,'^ am 
Bwered Ranald, ^ unless you can accom^ 
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pany me a little farther. For every toH of 
that bellf a brave man has yielded up his 
soul/' 

** Truly, Ranald^ my trusty friend," said 
Dalgetty, " I will not deny that the case 
may be soon mine own ; for 1 am so for- 
ibuchen, (being, as I explained to you, im^ 
pediltuSy for had I been ewpeditus, I mind no(; 
pedestrian exercise the flourish of a fife)), 
that I think I had better ensconce myself in 
one of these bushes^ and even lie quiet there 
to abide what fortune God shall send me. 
I entreat you, Ranald, to shift for yourself, 
and leave me to my fortune, as the Lion 
of the North, the immortal Gustavus 
Adolphus, my never-to-be-forgotten nlas- 
ter, (whom you must surely have beard off . 
Ranald, though you may have heard of no 
one else), said to Francis Albert, Duke of 
Saxe-Lauenburgfa, when be was mortitly 
wounded on the plains of Lutzen. Neither 
despair altogether of my safety, Ran^d^ 
seeing I have been in as great pinches «rf 
this in Germany— *more espeeialiy, I re* 
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member me» tbal at th^&tal battle of Nerltn*^ 
gen— aft€F which I cbwged service' ' 

** If you would save your father's son'a 
breath to help his child out of trouble, in*~ 
stead of wasting it upon the tales of Sean^ 
nachiesy** said Ranald, who now turned iaw 
patient of the Captain's Joquadty^ " or i£ 
your feet could travel as fast aa yoiuE^ 
tongue, you ovight yet lay your head on. 
an unbloody piUow to-night/' 

^* Something there is like military skill 
in that," replied the Captain, *^ although 
wantonly and irreverently spoken to an of- 

m 

ficer. of rank. But I hold it good to pav- 
don such freedoms on a march, in respect 
of the Saturnalian licence indulged in such 
cases to the troops of all nations. And 
now, resume thine office, friend Ranald,, in 
respect I am wdl-breathed ; or, to be more 
plain, Iprae, aequar, as we used to ^ay at 
Mareschal Collie." 

Comprehending his meaning rather fronik 
his motions than his language, the Son of the 
3iist again led the way, with an unerring 
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{decision that looked like in6tii>ct,through 
a vanely of groand the most difficult and 
broken that could well be imagined. Drag- 
ging along his ponderous boots» encumber^ 
ed with thigh-pieces, gauntlets, corslet) and 
back-piece, not to mention the buff jerkin 
which he wore under all these arms, talk-^ 
ing of his former exploits the whole way, 
though Ranald paid not the slightest at- 
tention to him, Captain Dalgetty contri- 
ved to follow his guide a considerable way 
farther, when the deep-mouthed baying of 
a hound was heard coming down the wind, 
as if opening on the scent of its prey.. 

^^ Black hound/' Said Ranald> ^* whose 
throat never boded good to a Child of the 
Mist, ill fortune to her who littered thee ! 
hast thou already found our trace? But 
thou art too late, swart hound of darkness, 
and the deer has gained the herd^^ 

So sayings he whistled very softly, and 
was Moswered in a tone equally k>w horn 
the top of a pass, up which they had for 
soige time been ascending. Mending their 
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^ace^ they reached the topi where the mocm^ 
which had now risen bright and clear, shew* 
ed to Dalgetty a party of ten or tweh^e 
Highlanders, and about as many womeu 
and children, by whom Ranald MacEagh 
was received with such transports of joy, 
as made iiis companion easily sensible 
that those by whom he was surrounded 
must of course be Children of the Mist. 
The place wbich they occupied well suited 
their name and habits. It was a beetling 
crag, round which winded a very narrow 
aad broken foot-path, commanded in vari- 
ous places by the position which they held. 

Ranald spoke anxiously and hastily to 
the children of his tribe, and the men came 
one by one to shake hands with Dalgetty, 
while the women, clamorous in their grati- 
tude, pressed round to kiss even the hem 
of his garment. 

*« They plight their faiih to you,'' sfeid 
Ranald MacEagh, *^ for requital of the 
good deed you have done to the tribe this 
day,*' 
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^^ Enoitgfa said, Ranald/ answered tli€ 
soldier, <* enough said — tell them I love 
fiot this shaking of hands— *it confuses ranki 
and degrees in military service ; and as to 
kissing of gauntlets, puldrons^ and the like^ 
I r^emember that the imnMrtal Gustavus, as 
he rode through the streets of Nuremberg 
being thus worshipped by the populace, 
(being doubtless far more worthy of it than 
a poor though honourable cavalier like my- 
self,) did say unto them, in the way of re* 
buke^ < If you idolize me thus like a god, 
who shall insure you that the vengeance of 
Heaven will t ot soon prove me to be a moiv 
tal ?'-— And so here, I suppose you intend 
to make a stand against your followers, 
Ranald-^t?oto a DioSy as the Spaniard says 
— a very pretty position-— ^3 pretty a post- 
tion for a scQall peloton of men as I have 
seen in my service — no enemy can come 
towards it by the road without being at the 
mercy of cannon and musk-et.-~But then, 
Eanald, my trusty comrade, you hare no 
cannon, I dare to aver, and I do not see 
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tf^at any of these fellows have mUsliHir 
either. So with what artillery you propoafe 
nuUung good the pa&s, before you come tm 
hard blows, txuly, Ranald, it passeth mjn 
apprehension/' 

<< With the weapons and with the cou^, 
ri^e of our fathers^** said MacEagh, and^ 
made the Captain observe, that the men o£ 
his party were armed with bowa and ar^ 
rows* 

<< Bows and aj^rows !" exclaimed Dalget* 
ty ;. <* ha ! ha ! ha I h^ve we Robin Hood< 
and Little John back again f>— Bows and 
arrows I why, the sight has not been seen 
in civilized war for an hundred years. Bowa 
and arrows! and why not with weaverjh 
beams, as in the days of Goliah ? That Du*^ 
gald iDalgetty, of Drumthwacket,. should 
live to see men fight with bows and arrows !. 
—The immortal Gustavus would never 
have believed it — nor Wallenstein — ^lior 
Butler— nor old TiUy— Well, RanaW, a 
cat can have but its claws--^nce bows and ^ 
arrows are the WQrd, e'en lefc as make the . 
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Wst' ^ it«'— -Oiily» as I do not iHiderstand 
the scope and range of such old-fashioned 
artilleiry, you must make the best disposi- 
tkm you can out of your own head ; for my 
taking the command, whilk I would have 
gladly done had you been to fight with 
any christian weapons, is out of* the ques- 
tion when you are to combat like quivered 
Numidians. I wiH, however, play my pai^t 
with my pistols in the approaching mellay^ 
in respect my carabine unhappily remains 
at Gustavus's saddle. — My service and 
thanks to you»'' he continued, addressing a 
mountaineer who offered him a bow ; ^ Da* 
gald Dalgetty may say of himself, as ha 
learned ajt Mareschal Coll^e,^ 

Non eget Mauri jaculis^ neqne arcu^ 
Nee venenatis gravida sagittis 

Fusee, pharetra ; 



whilk is to say.- 
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Eanald MacEagh a second time imposed 
silefMse on the talkative commiander as be- 
fore^ l^ pulUi^ his sleeve, and pointing 
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Aovm the pass. Itie bay of die blood- 
hound was now approaching nearer and 
nearer^ and they could bear the voices of 
several persons who accompanied the «ni> 
nal, and hallooed to each other sa they 
dispersed occasionally^ either in the burry 
of their advance, or in order to search more 
accurately the thickets as they c^itne along* 
They were obviously drawing nearer and 
nearer every moment* MacEagh, in the 
mean titnep proposed to Captain Dalgetty 
to disencumber himself of bis armour, and 
gwe him to understand that the wome^ 
should transport it to a place of safety* 

"• I crave your pardon, sir,'* 6aid Dalgett 
ty, *^ such is not the rule of our foreign ser- 
vice; in respect I remember the regiment 
of Finland cuirassiers reprimanded,, and 
their kettle- drum9 taken from them by the 
immortal Gustavus^ because they had assu* 
med the permission to march without their 
corslets, and to leave them with the bag* 
gage* Neither did they strike kettle drums 
ag«n at the head of that £|0h>us regiment 
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until they bekared themseWes so notably 
at the field of Leipsic } a lesson whilk hi 
not to be forgotten, way more tlian that ex^* 
ckmation of the immortal Gustavus, * No^ 
shall I know if my officers love me by their 
patting on.their armour; since if my <ifficers 
are siain, who shall lead my soldiers unto 
victory V Nevertheless^ firiend Ranald, thi» 
is without prejudice to my being rid of 
these somewhat heavy boots, providing t 
can obtain any other snceedaneum ; for I 
presume not jtp say that my bare soles are 
ftirtified so as to endure die ftints and 
thorns^ as seems to be the case with your 
followers.'* 

To rid tiie Captain of Ins combrou» 
greaves, and case his feet in a pair of 
brogues made out of deer^in, whieh a 
Highlander stripped off for his accommo« 
dation, was the work of a minute^ and DaU 
getty found himself much lightened by ^e 
€txchange» He was in the act of recom*« 
mending to Ranald Mac£agh, to send two 
or three ctf hk followers a little lower to ro^ 
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e^nnoitre the pass, and at the same time> 
somewhat to extend his fronts placing two 
detached archers at each flank by way of 
posts of observation, when the near cry of 
the hound apprized them that the pursuers 
were at the bottom of the pass. All was 
then dead silence, for, loquacious as he was- 
oti other occasions^ Captain Dalgetty knew 
well the necessity of an ambush keeping^ 
itself under covert. 

The moon gleamed on the broken patR- 
way, and on the projecting clifis of rock 
round which it winded, its light intercepted 
here and there by the branches of bushes 
and dwarf trees, which finding nourishment 
in the crevices of the rocks^ in some places^ 
overshaded the brow and ledge of the preci^ 
pice. Below, a thick copse-wood lay in 
deep and dark shadow, somewhat resem*. 
bling the billows of a half seen ocean. From 
the bosom of that darkne:^s, and close to 
the bottom of the precipice, the hound 
was^ heard at intervals bayiiig fearfully,, 
sounds which were redoubled by tht 
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echoes of the woodls and rocks around* At 
intervab, these tiunk into deep silence^ isc 
terrupted only by the plashing noise of i^ 
small runnel of water which partly fell From 
the rocki partly found a more silent passage 
to the bottom along its projecting surface. 
Voices of men were also heard in stifled 
converse below } it seemed as if the purso* 
ers had not discovered the narrow patb 
which led to the top of the rock, or that^ 
having discovered it, the peril of the ascent, 
joined to the imperfect light, and the ii&» 
certainty whether it might notbe defended^ 
niade them hesitate to attempt it. 

At length a shadowy figure w^ seen, whicll 
raised itself up from the abyss of darkness 
below, and, emerging into the pale mooi^ 
light, began cautiously and slowly to ascend 
the rocky path. The outline was so dis» 
tinctly mafked, that Captain Dalgetty could 
discover not only the person of the High^ 
lander, but the long gun which he carried 
m his hand, and the plume of feathers^ 
ijvhich decorated his bonnet. << TamiM4 
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ieifleu ! that I tfaoald say so» and so Ifte' to 
be near my latter end/* gaculated the Cap* 
tain, but under his breath, << what will be* 
come of us, now they have brought mus* 
quetry to encounter our archers ?" 
, But just as the pursuer bad attained a 
projecting piece of rock about half-way up 
the ascent, and, pausing, made a signal for 
those who were still at the bottom to follow 
him, an arrow whistled from the bow of one 
of the Children of the Mist, and transfixed 
faxm with so fatal a wound, that without a 
single effort to save himself, he lost his ba- 
lance, and fell headlong from the cliff on 
which he stood into the darkness below. 
The crash of the boughs which received 
him, and the heavy sound of his fall from 
thence to the ground^ was followed by a cry 
of horror and surprise, which burst from 
his followers. The Children of the Mist, 
encouraged in proportion to the alarm this 
first success had caused among the pursu- 
er5, echoed back the clamour with a loud 
and shrUl yell of exultation, and, shewing 
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themselves on the brew of the precipie^j^ 
with wild cries and vindictive gestures^ 
endeavoured to impress on their enemies a 
s^3se at once of their edurage, their ilum« 
bers, and their state of defence, ' Even 
G^fitMSk Dftlgetty's military prudentedid 
dot prevent his rising up and calling otit to 
Ranald more loud than prudence warrant* 
ody ** CaroeeOf comrade, as the Spaniard 
says ! The long bow for ever ! In ray poor 
aqpprebension now, were you to order a file 
to advance and take position—-—" 

9 The Sassenach !'* cried a voice from be- 
neathy ^^ mark the Sassenach sidier ! I see the 

• 

glitter of h^ breast-plate." At the ^me time 
three muskets were discharged ; and while 
one ball rattled against the corslet of proofs 
to th^ strength of which our valiantCaptain 
had been more than once indebtedfor his life^ 
another penetrated the armour which co- 
vered the front of his left thighs and stretch- 
ed him on the ground. Ranald instantly 
seized hini in his arms and bore him back 
^rom the edge of the precipice,, while he 



r' 



144 TALES OF MY LAKDipOBD* 

dolefully ejaculated, ^* I always told theiiki^ 
mortal Gustavus, Wallenstein, Tilly, and 
other TOen of the sword, that in my poor 
mind, taslets ought to be made mu^et- 
proof." 

With two or three earnest words in Ga9- 
lie, MacEagh commended the wocmded 
man to the charge of tlie females, who 
were in the rear of his little party, and was 
then about to return to the contest But 
Datgetty detained him, grasping a fif^ 
hold of his plaid — *< I know not hi^w this 
matter may end — ■T)ut I request you will iij- 
form Montrose^ that I died like a follower 
of the immortal Gustavus — and I pray ypti, 
take heed how you quit y;our present 
slT^ength, even for the purpose of pursuing 
the enemy, if you gain any advantage--^ 
and — and*'— — 

Here Dalgeity^s breath and eye^sight he* 
gan to fail him through loss of blood, and 
MacEagh, availing himself of this circum^ 
stance, extricated from tus grasp the #nd 
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of his own tnantle, and substituted that of ft 

fehiale, by which the Captain held stoutly^ 

» • . « * 

thereby securing, as he conceived, the out* 
law's attention to the military instructions 
which he continued to pour forth while be 
bad any breath to utter them, though they 
became gradually more and more incoherent 
<— -*' and, comrade, you will be sure to keep 
your musqueteers in advance of your stand 
of pikes, Locliaber-axes, and two handed 
swords — Stand fast, dragoons, on the left 
flank ! — ^#here was I?-.^Aye, and, Ranald, if 
ye be minded to retreat, leave' some light- 
ed matches burning on the branches of the 
trees — ^it shews as if they were lined with 
€bot — but I forget — ye have no match* 
locks nor habergeons— -only bows and ar- 
rows — bows and arrows ! ha ! ha ! ha !'* 

Here the Captain sunk back in an exhaust* 
ed condition, altogether unable to resist the 
sense of the ludicrous with the idea of these 
ancient weapons of war. 1 1 was a long time 
ere he recovered his senses ; and in the 
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mean time, we leave him in the care of the 
Daughters of the Mist ; nurses as kind and 
attentive in reality, as they were wild and 
uncouth in outward appearance. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Bat if no fidtlileas aetioii stain 
Tby true and eonstaot word, 

I'll make thee famous by my pea. 
And glorious by my sword.. 

VU serve thee id buoh noble ways 
As ne'er were known before ; 

I'll deck and crown thy bead.with bays» 
^nd love thee more and more* 

Movteose's lanes. 



We must now leave, with whatever re- 
gret, th<s valiant Captain Dalgetty to reco- 
ver of his wtmnds, or otherwise, as fate shall 
determine, in order briefly to trace the mi- 
litary operations of Montrose, worthy as 
they are of a more important page, and ^ 
better historian. By the assistance of the 
chieftains whom we have commemorated, 
and more especially by the junction of the 
Murrays, Stewarts, and other clans of Athol, 
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which were peculiarly zealous in therc^^ 
cause^ he soon assembled an army <ii tmaw 
three thousand Highlanders, to wfaom^jie 
sucoessfuUy uqi^ed the Irish under Cdldt- 
to« This last leader, who, to the great embMv 
rassment of MiltQ^^'S ooivim^tatomu is cosi.- 
memorated in one of that great poet's 9041- 
nets,* was properly named Alister, or At 

1^— ^— H I I I III; < I I ■■ ■ M «i II ■— 1— — 1^ 

• 

* MHton's booky entitted Tetracfaordan, hadbeen ridi- 
culed, it would seem, by the di vines asseii^led at West* 
tninster, aifd btfaers^ on account of the hiirdileM of the 
title ; and Milton in hi» sonnet retaifates iipon the bar* 
bavous: Scottish* naaies'trtilch the Civil War had made 
faniiUar to £nglUi ears :— > 

■ I wbjris it hardcF, sirs^thair Gordon^ 

Colkitto, or M^DcHiald, ot GaAaip, 
These rugged names to our like mouths g^w aleek. 
That would have made Quintilian stare and gasp. 

'^ We may suppose/' says Bishop Newton, "that thess 

' were persons of note among the Scotch ministers^ who 

*'virere for pressing and enforcing the covenant ;" whereas 

^ykon only intends to ridicule the barbarism of Scottish 

names in general^ and .quotes, indtscriminateJy, that of 

Gtiltspie one of the A ponies of the (Covenant, and 

those of Colkitto and M*IJonriel, (hoth belonging to one 

' prison) one of its bitterest enemies. 



A.iS6SMI> OF MONTROSE. )49 



• 



«iNitidei^ M^DonnelU by birth a Seotttsh 
iitesman, and related to the E^rl of An- 
trim, to whose |iatroBage he owed the. 
command assigned to him in the Irish 
^Mops. In many respects he merited 
tbia distinction. He ¥ras brave to intre* 
^kKty, add almoit to insensibility} very 
strong and active in peraon^ completely 
master of his weapons, and always ready to 
shew the example in the extremity of dan- 
|ger« To counterbalance these good qua* 
lities^ it must be recorded .tli#t,he was inex. 
perienced in military tactic8» and of a jealous 
and presumptuous disposition, which often 
lost to Montrose the fruits of Cblkitto's gal« 
laQtry. Yet such is the predominance of 
outward personal qualities in the eyes of a 
wild people, that the feats of strength and 
courage shewn by this champion, seem to 
have made a stronger impression upon the 
mindaof the Highlanders, than the military 
skill and chivalrous spirit of the ^reat Mar« 
quis of Montrose* Numerous traditions are 
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stiU preserved in the Highland glens con- 
cerning Alister M^DonneU though tiie 
name of Montrose is rarely mentioned 
among them. 

The point upon which Montrose finally 
assembled his little army» was in Strath, 
earn, on the verge of the Highlands of 
Perthshire, so as to menace the principal 
town of that county. 

His enemies; were not unprepared for his 
reception. Argyle, at the head of hi« 
Highlanders, was dogging the steps of the 
Irish from the west to the east, and by force, 
fear, or influence, had collected an army 
nearly sufficient to have given battle to that 
under Montrose. The Low Countries were 
also prepared, for reasons which we assign- 
ed at the beginning of this tale. A body 
, of six thousand infantry, and six or seven 
thousand cavalry, which profanely assumed 
the title of Gbd's army, had been hasdly 
assembled from the shires of Fife, Angus, 
Perth, Stirling, and the neighbouring coun« 
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ties. AmMich lesa force in fonner times, 
nay even in the preceding reign^ would 
fawe been anffici^ to have secured the 
Low Copntr^ against a more formidable 
descent of H^^anders, than those united 
under Montrose ; but tinies had changed 
strangely within the last half century* 
Befiare diat period, the Lowiande^rs were as 
constantly engaged in war as the mountain- 
eers, and were incomparably better disci- 
^ined and armed* The favourite Scottish 
order of battle somewhat resembled the 
Macedc^man phalanx. Their infantry form- 
ed a coo^iact body, wmed with long spears^ 
impenetrable even to the men«at-arms of the 
age, though well mounted, and arrayed in 
completefproof. It may easily be conceived, 
therefore, that dieir ranks could not be 
broken by the disorderly charge of infantry 
armed only with swords, and ill furnished 
with missile weapons, and having no artil- 
lery whatever. This habit of fight w^ in 
a great measure changed by the introduc- 
tion of musquets into the Scottish Lowland 
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service/' whieh not being m yet eottibii 
^ith the imyoaet, ww % fbrmid^le irei^pM 
at 4 dktatiee, but gave no assuranee i^aiMl 
^ie e&emjr who rushed oiiMto cibwiqi^rtKs; 
Th^ pike, bdeid^ was tiot whofiy dmand kk 
the Scoltiih araiy ) boi h:waf m imgw 
the ^vourito weapODy ntir^iMiit refied isq^ 
en M% foumtAf by tiioke m miasm imirii 
it WM pkcecit m id orach thM DtiMrLofii^ 
tony a tftctteiah c^' the d«yi bat wriMwvMi 
book tapreasly upon the Ittf^erioritji cttSk 
mutqoet.' This chaiifd eommdMleid ae mn 
ly ei the wmti of Qusk»nis and Ado}pliyt» 
whole ntfchu weie mede with iwh wplw 
dfty» ttet the pike wm v^i^ eddn ttoumi 
aiide and oxchMged fn 'firr4Mra». A cir£ 
eumetenee mhhK tMMi&milf aocinapMied 
Ihii eha»j|«» at well n the Mtaltfiihineiit 
of itMiding tfmieii-iim^bji^ war tecame 
m tfidei wai the introdue^^m ^^f rlabo^ 
ftoui and oemplieeted lyatem c^* d^NS^Unai 
4)Qnilitfiing a variety of iMordi of ooiliinMit 
with corresponding operaticms and: mit^ 
nieiwres» the neglect of lany cmerof wbioh 
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«m^bn toitliraw theri^heke iQto oonfijMHkm* 

nAbM •£E«<^9 ^d assiimed much oiore 
tiii»i«ftf«eriy tin cAamcter of a pr^essKm 
or toftteryi to* nvMoh fmvion> pfactioe and 
wqpMiewe were tndisfiMHible i^qottites. 
Speb wna^tbeiMtsrad coaM^mesce of stand* 
jrt^^nMB, wfaicb Ivid «l«i^ «9ery where, 
ai^ ^^aarticaMjrtii «be Idag GensM wars,. 
aapwaededt whsfc vuif becidledthe natitraL 
4itei|rt]m'of>tteJe^alitiiKtia^ - 

The floBiofa: Lowlsiid mil^ia, therefore^ 
Itbitaradiiiiidw adMiU&diaadif aiitage wiien 
eppm^ia )HiglilivBtd6i«. They were: dir 
Terted'of tkba apear^awea^aiKiiif^by in the 
hafids of. their, aneettdi^ bad sa often re^ 
{i^kA^ inpetiiMHi nifinks of the moan** 
takieetl^ juid they were lufa^eatod to a new 
and coinplicflled spoeies ^ discipline, well 
adapted, petha^, tch the nse o£ r^lar 
tf oops, who conkl be rendered- completely 
mealers of k, bnt trading onfy to confuse 
Ibe xanks of cttjaen-sotdiersy by whom it 
waftrardy praetised,.>and imperfectiy un^ 

G « 
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* 

derstood. ISo nmeh has been done m our. 
own time hi Imnging haick tutidxB to thsk 
first principlies, iiid in gdting rsi pi Om 
pedantry of war, that it j» easy ImMB to 
estimate the dfeadvantages lu^der vAach %- 
half- trained miMtia laboured* iriM wem 
taught to conskJer sueceis as dofiwdiaig 
upon their exeit^sing vmth pracitton a ays* 
tern of tactics, which th^ probaUy onl^ 
so far compreliended as to &id out iriiea 
they were wrong, but without the p^w^ oC 
getting right again/ Neither cair it be ite* 
nied, that, In the maferial TptmtM^ m^tMy 
habit and warKke spirit^ the Lowlaadwa of 
the seventeenth century had mmk fiur be» 
heath their Highland countrjFOimi. 

From the earliest period down to the 
union of the crowns, the mhoie ktBgdoBi 
of Scotland, Lowlandis as well as High* 
lands, had been the ccftistant seene q£ war^ 
foreign and domestic; and'tiiere was pfO» 
bably scarce one of itM hardy inhafaiteot$i 
between the age of sixteen and sixty, who 
was not as willing in pcmit of fact, as he 



litosrily b0UAd in Iaik^ tp apmiiie arms ' 
ai^ tbeirst icdl of his tiege Icnrd, or of a 
rogral ptoclsunatioii. The law. renaained 
tik^ BMW in fibilMii hundred and fortjr-five 
aa a fauttdred yearn be&m^ but. the race of 
^Mse 5iili)|eeted to it had been Iml.np.un* 
dw yary.diffieHreat feelingsi They had sat 
in giHeliuider: their vine, and under their 
fig^vee, and a call to battl^Bi nvobnsd a. 
el^mge of life as new as i| was doagiee- 
iMe. Sadi of them, also» who lived imur 
wto the HigUaiii^wibre in continual and 
dnsdvafiti^QflaiSr oontact with the re^lass. 
iohafajlants of thase aawntains, by whom 
tbair cattle, weie dtinieii offp their dw^mqgft. 
ploiidered^ aM thetr paq^ns ifi^ltif^f a,nd 
lafaoi had aoiaiiE^ over ,them that sort of 
sapem^y iaiisuigviioni. a consent system 
^of aggressiaoa The I<iOw}»Qd^r8» who lay 
nu^e remote and out of reach of ^^ de* 
fpredattoasi were m^em^fii .% the ^exag. 
g^;a)ked leports careuJat^d fioo^erning the 
ilBghtenderSt whom, ash totally differing; in , 
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duced to regard m « natioai of sftYagts^: 
equally void of ftar and of himifiii^s 
These various . prepossesdiom^ joioad to' 
tbe less i^arlike habits of the LMrfeodw. 
ersy apd thair uapevfoct lou^ii^tdgp^ o^^ ii»e. 
new and qoibplicated a^jfB%im of d««ip)iae. 
for wbidk tl^jr had eiGhasgad tbw Mtun 
lal mode of figlitiogi plaeed them afc^eatk, 
disad^iwitlgf wkea opfMised to the JNKgliri 
landiar m the &ld of .battle* The; ioqui^ 
taineessy on the contrary, with tbie ams/ 
and oourage of their f«|hers» pcwessad alMf - 
their simple and nalund vpibem ^ tacilc%' 
and boi3». dovi^ with the tallest conlSdenee^ 
upon 9m eoemf, to whom aoytbiog tfaeyr 
had .been:; taught of ^dplin^ wm» lija^ . 
Saul'b .armour upon David, a hmdemnce . 
rather tfaw an belpi *^ because they Imd 

not proved at*' 

It was vi^itii sui^ disadvtnti^^ on the .- 
one sode^ and such advanta^ oi) the <#|fir 
to oonnterbalimce;tbe :4iffer^iiee (^supo*; 
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rioar MMbers- and tiie presence of artil- 
lery andl caTalry, tiiat Montrose encoun- 
tMedttm army of Lord Eicbo upoti the 
iittd iff Tippermnin The pi^sbytefiaai 
clergy hi4 no* been wanking in their ef- 
fcm£» to ronw th^ spirit of tlieir foHowers ; ' 
a0d oM-of them^, whi^ bafMigued the troops 
OB the 9€Ty day of bailie, hesitated not to 
saly;' that evbn God apoke by bti mouth, 
and ''^ he prdmsed them, in his name* that 
day B grdat and asmited vietory. The ea« 
viiry and artillery were also reckoned sorer 
warranto of success, as the novelty of their 
ailtack had upon former occasions Men very 
diaeouragmg to Highhtnders. The pdace oB 
meietikig was an^ open h^ath, and the gioaNI 
afllrrded little ad^nt^e to* eitiier pAr^^ 
except that it allowed the h^rse of the Co^ 
venanters ta act with eflbct« » 

A battle, upon which so much depetid«> 
ed, was never more ieasity deeided« The 
Lowland cavalry made the appearanice gS 
charging ; bttt, whether tbrolni into disoiv 
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der by the in of iQuiketiy»,~or detened fey 
a disaffisction to the silrvioe said to hmp 
prevailed amoog the genttemen, they made 
no impression whatever^ mod recoiled in^ 
disorder from ranks which had neither 
bayonets nor pikes to protect them. Jdont- 
rose saw,«and mstantly avatted himself o£ 
this advanta^* He oideted h^, whole 
army to diarge^ which they pw^Nrmed wilh^ 
the wild and desperate Tslouf peculiar lA 
the Highlanders. One oftcer of the Gove- 
mmters alone, trained m the Italian wsi^ 
made a dte^rate defenoe upon the lyght 
wing. In every otikes point th^r line was 
penetrated at the first onsets ; sad ^i&.ad* 
vantage once obtainedt the Lowlaaders 
were utterly, unable to contend s| c^sse 
^al-ters with their mme agile and ftthletic 
enemies. Many were slain on the fields 
apd such a number in the pursuit, Uiat 
above one-third of the Covoianters wen 
reported to have fallen^ in which number, 
however, must bie coB^iuted a great many 



fat burgtsaes Miho bas^ iJi w wind in the 
fligbty and thus died witbimt stfoke of 

8W€td«* 

The ink:to»ohtoiii«d possession. <^ Fertb^^ 
and obtained ooMidtcaUe aunn €f mo^ey^ 
as well as^a«i]^ sopfiiies of wss and am- 
nmnition; But these ad vantages . were tQ 
be balanced against an idmoat insurmount^ 
able incMi'v^ciienoe that uniformly attended 
aHigUandaraiy. The clans eould he in n^ 
i^^peet indnoed to cenisder themselves aa 
regnkir soldicrsy or to act as siioh. Even so 
liH:e as the 3rear 1746-^ when the Chevalier 
Clrarles £dward» by my oi making «q e?K» 
amjple, eaoaed shpat a.soldier for desertion, 
the HigMandersy. idMi, ofloaposed bis army, 
were aflRscted aa much by indtgnpitioa as b^ 
^ar. Iliey couM not concave any prinr 



* We fiwse to fuote o^r ^thori^ for a fact so 
Ju gular :— '^ A g^eat many burgesses were killed^— 
twenty-five householders in St AndTrews — ^many were 
bursten in the flight, and died without stroke/'— ^'S5w 
Baillii^'s Letters, vol. IL page 92. 



ctfite of justice upon which a maii^ fift^ 
could be takeQ> for nicely gmng. hM^e,; 
when it did not suit him to jremaiQ longti^, 
with the army. 3tteh hnl heen the Moi- 
form practice of theif ftibats; Wbeii «t 
battle was cntct, ^e eraipikigii waig<in Ami. 
opinjon, eaiied ; if it was lasl» they MUfhti 
safety in tbek numt|tatii»-^ woiiy tb^ m-j 
tafAed there to secure their fbocr^^. Ati: 
akher seasons ^ey :«had theic oiMle^tiO lunik 
aAer» their harveite to sow or resf^.wilhr; 
out which ti^ir faniiUes woiiid:b«iiitip«h: 
rished fct wa»t» Jm dtber casei theest 
was aa end of their serriees for the. ttiMk^i 
md thoogH' tbey were esetty emogii i!eM 
ceUed by the prospect of firerii -mkHmQ 
tOKs and more plunder, yet;the ofq^orto^ 
mty of suceefes was, io the measktimet kMtil 
and could not afterwards be recovered^ 
This circuvi^aiKe serves to dieWi 'even if 
history had not made us acquai^tedi witli 
the same iRict> that the Highlanders had! 
Q^er Jbfij^n aceuirtmned to make war with 
the view of permanent conquest, hut on}|i 
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« 

\4th the Hope of dermug tt^mparary ttd* ' 
vMtage« It aba explains the reason why ' 
MontFOse, with all hi& spleddid sttceessas, * 
never obUined mjr secure or permanent 
ftfotteg in tttd IiO>v GouAtriti^ i»d why 
dviMithoAd Lo#land nobttnien and gentle* 
ntftb wh<i w«re inoiiiied to tlie royal cau«e 
itowfd diffidenoeiHfid reluotanoe to join an 
atey •('! cbiraoterM dtiultoryand irr4B»' 
gii)a»9 ii mii^t teid them at aU thneattf^ 
a|^r«hMft»th«t the HAfMandetii secitfing^ 
thec(iieN«8 bgr a retimt to tfadr mountains,' 
wMtd iMf 6 wbatfev« Lo#UH|d#rs m^ht 
hiApe" joined thtmtjo the mercy of an oi^ 
feodod Md^reddrtiintat enenty. Hesamt 
eonditeration will lietvt to aca>ttflt for the 
MMep mtfobei which McmtrMe wm ob- 
%ld to uird^nake, in order to #tttiiRt hie^^ 
akwy^ln the mpuntainsi and for the tapid 
dhang f% of lortufiei l^ wMch we-Ofteti Hod 
hter old%ed jM retreat fihom befere thoie 
Ane^et wit whom ho had* rMenlfy he«n 
fintomotis; If there i)ietold>4>e kay who 
rMd these tal« for my farther purpose 
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tbMi Amt of knmediite amuMnieiity they 
will fiii4 these remarks not unworthy ^f 
tbeif itMUectioik 

It WW owkig to 8tteh aui3es» the ^ack- 
ness of thii Lowland loyalists and the tem- 
porary des^tion of Ins Highkad fiilloweni« 
that MoffltroRe foimd himself, even after the 
deehcve victory <tf Tippermuiri in no con^ 
diton to face the second army witii which 
Argyle advaneed upon faifti ftom the w^t- 
wiurd. In this eo^i^ency, supplying by 
veloeifey the want of stren^h, he moved 
suddenly from Pei^ to Dundee, and being 
vefesed receptimi into tbattown, fell north- 
ward upon Abradeen, where* be expected 
to be joined by the Grordonsi and o^r* 
loyalists. But the zeal of these gendemea 
wasi for the time, eflfectualiy bridled by a 
large body of Covenanters, commanded by 
the Lord Busleight and ai:^)(NOsed to ammut 
to three thousand men* These Montrose 
boldly attached with half their number. 
The battle was fought under the walhr of 
tl^ cityi and the resolute valoar^of Mont- 



A LBOBND OF IfOK^BKinb lift 

rose^s followers was i^tm successMl agmM 
every disadvantage* 

Bot it was the ftte of this gteat con- 
matider always to giun the glory, but sel- 
dom the fruits of victory. He had scarce- 
ly time to repose his small army in Abef«» 
deen ere he ftmnd; on iMe one hand, that 
the Gordons were likely to b« deterred 
from joining him» by the reasons we have 
mentioned, with some others peculiar to 
their chief, the Marquis of iiunliy. On 
the other hand, Argyle, whose fere^ had 
been augmented by^ those of aieveral Low« 
land noblemen, advanced towards Montrose 
at the head of an army much larger than 
he had yet had to cope with. These troops 
moved, indeed, with slowness, correspond- 
ing to the cautious character of their com* 
mandei: j but that very caution rendered 
Argyle's approach formidable, since his 
very advance implied, that he was at the 
head of an army irresistibly superior. 

There remained one mode of retreat open 
to Montrose, and he adopted it. He threw 
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hmmMiato the Hi^Iands, where he could 
set pimoit at defiance, and where he was 
WK, in every ghm, to recover those re* 
eruits nhohad ligift hia standwd to deposit: 
tbdr faoMjr in ihm nature failnesses^ II 
VM tlMit diat thesingiiter^araeterofifiiA, 

mai^ wkick If ontroie dHMMndA), whUeV 
m ite OM hand, it liendefed Ma victoi^ 
ktacfiBtf de^Kt piigittory, embled htm^, oa. 
the olhef^ under thermeet ^aadvantageouii 
dMiuwka«diB8| to secumihis retreat, reoraife 
ya fereta, and wnder im9A£ more fbrmi-. 
dable thra cvtr'lo the menf before* 0k<m 
he had lately beia nnaUe to make a stand. 
Upon the fireaent omnioii he threw Mmr 
sdf into Bttdenocb, and aa|iidtty traveming 
that ^Ustvict, as well aa idM^ ne^bouring 
ooontry of Atheil, he alarmed the Cove- 
nanttrs by sooceaaivo attndcs upon ^^ioua 
nnexpeeted points, end spread such gene* 
rid dismay^ that repeated orders were diSf 
patehed by the Parliament to Argyle, their 
Gomoiaoder, to engage and disperse Mon* 
trose at all rates. 
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TThese comnrnnda frdta hm aiiyiriii 
n^her suited tbeJiaugbty sinitt^tioiiihe 
iemporisiog aii4€atttknMhpo)icy:^^f'the oot^ 
-l)lemas& to wboai tbey -wAce addresied. Urn 
-paid, ijaecexdrngly^ 4» xegati to ikmuif btit 
:^tifiiited hie edforte to iotet^ues asioi^. Ifa» 
•irose's^^MraXxMflrad ft^ ttwny of 

^l|mn h^ bMMie^flBiiMi^ vMi thepro^ 
j^pect'dif a Highlaiid eiuopaipi, wlih^*«»- 
^oied their persoas to iatoierable ftrtigue^ 
and left' their estates' it^ the GawoMttters* 
"Vktrey. Aceoitdmg}yjHf¥eHi^f^ii»tnilek 
i|ltEim(ro6e'a4:Mip at tht» petibd. He wafB 
joio^^ <tibi»wfir, bjr 'a body ^of 4o^€eQ ctf 
more coi^imd spirit, and far better adapt- 
ed to the sittiation in wlricfi be found hind- 
self* This rci»forcemMt consisted of a 
brge body of H%tiiand6rfi, whom Calkiu 
to, dispatched for^tbat purpose, had ievied 
in Argyleshire. Amoi^ the most distiD- 
.^uished was John of Moidart^ called the 
Captain of Clan Ranald, with the Steuarts 
of Alpin, the Clan Gregor, the Clan M«- 
Nab, and other tribes of inferior distinc 



lU 



TAMJIBOW MT hJOmb^KO^ 



tion* By tbeie o^Mis, Ma&troae's army was 
90 fwoiidably increasedi that ArgyLe cared 
iK> longer to remain in the command of 
that opposed to him, but returned to Edin- 
burgh, and there threw up his commis- 
8ioD» under pr^taH^ thai Us army was not 
supplied with reinforcements imd [Nrovi- 
sioQS in tl^e manner in whidi tb^y ought 
to have been* From thenbe the Marquis 
returned to Inyerara, there» in full security, 
to govern his feudal vaasalsb and patriarchal 
followers, and to repose btmself in safety 
on the fitith of the Clan proverb already 
quoted-— << It is a far cry to Lochow." 
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CHAPTER Vin. 

Sach moimliiin 8teep» soeh craggy llitti 

]^ annj on olie side iacloie; 
The other Bide, great griesly ^8 

JDid fence with feimy mire and moss* 

Wfaicbf uliiii*!^ Ewri vnkntpody 

He o6ancil craved of captains all. 
Who bade set forth with mournful mood^ 

And take stidi fortune as would ftlL 

Fiodden FiM, an Jnmtmt F0emi 



MoNTROSB had bow a splendid career 
I bdbre him, provided he could obtain the 
consent of his gaUant, but desultory troops, 
and their independant chieftains. The 
Low Countries lay open before him with- 
out an army adequate to check his career, 
for Argyle's followers had left the Cove- 
nanters' host, when their master threw up 
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his commission; and many other troops, ti- 
red of the war, had taken the same oppor- 
tunity to disband themselves. By descend* 
ing Strath. Tay, therefore, one of the most 
convenient passes from the Highlands, 
Montrose h^ only to present himself in 
th€ Low Countries, in order to rouse the 
slumbering spirit of chivatry and of loyal- 
ty which animated the geritlemen to the 
north of the Forth. The possession of these 
countries, with or without a victory, would 
put him in possession of a wealthy and fer- 
tile part of the kingdom, would enable 
him, by regular pay, to place his army on a 
morel permanent footing, to penetrate as 
far as the capital, perhaps from thence to 
the Border, where he deemed it possible to 
communicate with the yet unsubdued forces 

of King Charles. 

, ... . . . . 

Such was the plan of operatitoni by wtiidi 
the truest glory Was to be acciui'red, ami 
the most important success insured for the 
royal canse. Accordingly it did not escape 
the ambitious and daring spirit of him 
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whose ciervkea bad already acquinBd him 
the title of the Great Marquis. But cither 
motives actuated many of his foUowers, and 
perhaps were not without their seent and 
i^iackoowledged influence in hh own bo- 
WW. 

Ti>e western Chiefs ifx Montime's an^y, 
almvsjt to a man, regarded the Marquis of 
Ajgyle as the most direct and fffoper db^ict 
of hostilities. Almost all of them hitd felt 
his power ; almost all^ ia withdrawiyg their 
lencibjle xnmk fkom their own g^ensi kft their 
families and. property exposed to. his ven* 
gence; all,, without exception, were deai-r 
rous of diminishing bis w^id^ffiiyi and 
most of them lay so n^ar his territories, 
that ^ they might reasonably hope to.i%eigra^ 
tified by a share of his .spoil. To; these. 
Chiefs the possession of Inverara a 
castle was an event infiaiieiy more 
tapt and desirable (hsm the eaptqreof E^diji. 
Iwrgh. The latter event cotJ^d only nfhrd 
their clansmen a little transitory pay or plun* 
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^%^ dBVi the&^oiier imurtdto tbe Ckk6 tfaMi- 

i selves indemiiity for the past, uid fteearitf 

X fbr tbe future. Bemdefi tkese fieitontf 1 reft* 

sons, tiie Lmderft^ whof avosred this^of^fiioa^ 
^1!^ plausibly uiged, that tfaougb, at Ms AM 
descent into the Low Country^ Montrose 
mlgbt be Jupc^iOT to the eitemy, yet e^^ry 
day't^qdari^ be made from 4be hilisinust di* 
mi^h hie own fwces» and acpose him to 
the sxtciimulated Hsuperiority cf a« army 
vbAch tbe CibveinuMers oouid ooAlect from 
the Lowland levies and gan^ons. t^n t^ 
odMT hand) by cmshiog i^gyieeflfectiialiy, 
he would not^only periiift his present wei^ 
tern fiiends to bring out that proportidft 
of their forces ^wthich tfaey oj^^ otherwise 
leave 4it h<mie for proteetioti^ of their fmfiS- 
lies {'but further, he •Would draw to h& 
seaaiiard several tribes already friendly tof 
h'is^ cause, but I'Hiio were prevented T^iSt 
j#tfitag him by fear of M^CaHum MoreJ ^I 
These argumerits found somediing teii 
sponfive in, N|dotitrosfe*s own bosMQ, ti6l 
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^f ^'i^hamcb^r. TKd housM of Argyte 
Mid Mcmirofe Md beeOf in former times, 
cepofttfdly oppowd t9 tffteh oth^r ia Wur 
•nd ia pn^tipsi |iad the soperiof advan* 
<i»g^ acquif^ by tkf^ fotttieu had made 
^bew the Qiil^tet of en^iry and dislike io tht 
neighbouring faaiity) nrhot cdntfcioiiB of 
4^u%l depejrtt fa«d net been eo richly re- 
Wir4e4* Thi^ wfii nut all* The exnttng^ 
bf 1^ of those rival imiXm had stood io the 
iptlpsl;. inarkfd:€^pasit«>n toeaeh other since 
the cffmmmoftnmt of the present doubles. 
|C^mtro3^ <9(HI«cious .<^ the suf^rierit^ of 
hia t»lontif> wi of btving rtodeved great 
nfifvicB tp U^ CoveotiAteis at the begfin- 
niogoft^ wnn hiiul. expected from that 
p^tjT ^ supfuretHin^iice of ooinicil ^^nd 
<x>niipfaf4, id^i^: they judged it safS^r to 
^t)ru^ ti» thP'iiN^P^ lu»ited £iquraes; and' 
m^re e;*:tenpive. pQwer« 6f /j^ rival Ar<. 

\9& ^9 ipJNiry ^hkh l^trese ne^er for. 
gj^ve the €oy$n»nter8 ^ amd he was stiU lesl^ 
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l&ety to e^ttend his pardon to Argyle, t<^ 
whom' he had been postpbhed; He waft 
therefore stimulated by eveff feeling of 
hatred which could animate a fiery temper 
in a fierce age to seek for revenge upbri^ 
the enemy of his house and person ; and it 
18 probable that these private motives ope-^' 
rated not a little on his mind, when he 
found' the prindpfd part c^ his followers 
determined rather to undertakes an expet-' 
dition against the temtories of Argyll; 
than to take the far more decisive step Of 
descending at once into the Lowlands. 

Yet whatever temptation Montrose found 
to carry into effect his attack upon Argyle- 
ihire, he could not easify bring himsieif' to 
renounce the splendid atcbievement of a 
deseetit upon the Low Country. He held 
more than one council with tiie principal 
Chiefs, coir.bcfting, perhape, bis own secret 
inclinatiim as well as thi^rs. He kid be* 
fore them the extreme diffiaulty<»f marching' 
even a Highland army from the eastward 
into Argyleshire, through passes scarce!/^ 
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practicaUb for shepherds and deer-stalkers, 
aqd aver mottptains with wbioh even the 
^)iuis;lykig neaxest to them did. not pretend 
tf> be. thof ougbly ^kcquainted. These diffib 
C|]lties were: greatly enhanced by the seasoA 
qf the yeaTy which was now advancing to* 
v^rds the beginning of December, when the 
mountain-pyssea, in theimelves so dlfficubf 
pightbe expected to be rendered utterly im« 
p^sabk by snow stor«is. These objectionB 
neither satisfied nor silenced the Chiefs 
wha still iiusisted upon their and^nt mode 
of makii^ war, by driving the cattle^ which', 
according to the G?kelic phrase, ** ied upon 
the grass of their eneixiy*" The council' was 
dismissed late at night, and without coming 
to any,deoisioi)f excepting that the ChLels, 
wbp* siipportfd th^ opinion that Argyle 
^uld bje ipi^vaded, propu^ed, to seek out 
amoog th^r followers thoie ^ho:might be 
most capable of undeirtakiog tJie o(Bee of 
guides upon the expedition^ ; t 

Montrose had retired to. the cabin which 
s^ied him fw a tent, and stret<^hed himself 
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iipoB » bed €f dry feni, tlie eulj p^ic^ oT 
jrtpoie mbich it alKitdcd* Bat iM 6ou#ttid 
Bleep in Yttli» for tbe vMeli» dfamtj^ioii 
excluded those of Morpheus^ In one tnih 
Bketii he imtgined himself ^plsrfiikg the 
joyal bweiBer fh>m ^e re*cdtHiycAred castte 
of Edinburgh^ detaching assistance t6 1 
Irionardi whoae crown depend^ upon his. 
MecesSf anil receiving in i e<|uitlt} all the ad^ 
APaiitageft and prefiirments which could be 
heaped upon him whom a king deligbteth 
to honow. At afiother time firis dtiniOy 
splendid aa it was» fiided beft^e Ihe iMoA 
of gratified vengeancoi und personal \iU 
4iapfa over a personal enemy.- To stif^ 
prise Argyle in his strang^hotd <yf ittve« 
rsira— to crash in him at opee the rival bf 
his own lK>use and the chief support of the 
Fresb}rtorians*--'to shewthe Cor^nanters the 
diffiirence bMween the preferred' Airgyle 
and the postponed MontMse^ was ii picture 
too flattering to feudal vengeandtl to bt 
easily relinquisbed. 
White he lay thus busied with contradie*' 
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IMy t6oiiglrt»4fid f6tik!g»9 1^ sdifier who 
M>o4 ceaefoel upon hi» quartera^ announced 
to the Mftrquifty kbat two peraeii» desired t* 
^[>eak wMi faji EgceeUeiifcy. 

<' '[Bieir l«iiite9?^ ftit9weB«d Mottt^ty 
^ ^aid the eauMe <tf ^eir urgenoy at duch A 
.time?* ^ .'^ 

Oa ^ese pohitei the ceiifiiieti wh6 i^as 
iMe of Coiltitto's IrUfameD^ eotild afibr^ 
b^ gaMNil Httle iafo^ms^idn ; so thdf 
Mofitrose, who at such a period durst re^ 
finer aeae» to no <sfa% lest be m^fat hav4 
teaa^jiegleetieg some ioiportant intelli-^ 
geno^ gKve diMetionsi as a neoessfiry pre^ 
oautiont to put the guard under arms^ and 
tben ' prepsu'ed to receive them* His' groom 
ef the chambe£» had scarce lighted a pair 
4>f torcheS|,aiid Montrose himself had searce 
^sen^ from his ooudi, when two men enteiv 
eilr<Nie wearing a Lowland dress, ofshamoy 
kather- worn almost to tattejrs ^ the otheiv 
a' tall upr^ht old Higblanderi of a com- 
plexion which might be termed irdn gfey, 
WUted and Worn b;)' Irost and^tMcipest. 
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<< What may be your commands with mc^ 
my friends ?' said the Marquis^ his hand aU 
most unconsciously seeking the butt of one 
of his pistols ; for the period, as well as the 
time of nighty warranted suspicions which 
the good mien of his visitors was not by 
any means calculated to remove. 

^^ I pray leave to congratulate you," 8ai4 
the Lowlander, <^ my most noble Genenilf 
and Right Honourable Xx>rd» upon the 
great battles which you have atchi^ved since 
1 had the fortune to be detached from yOHU 
It was a pretty affair that tuiJzie at Tipperw 
muir ; nevertheless if I might be permitted 
to counsel" ■ ■ 

'' Before doing so," said the Marquis^. 
*< will you be pleased to let me know who 
is so kind as to favour me with his opinion*^ 

** Truly, my lord," replied the man, ^ I 
should have hoped that was unnecessary^ 
seeing it is not so long since I took on in 
your service, under promise of a commis* 
sion as Major, with half a dollar of daily 
pay and half a dollar of arrears; and I an\ 
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io tnist your lordship has not forgotten my 
pay as well as my person ?" I 

. ** My good friend, Major Dalgctty,**; 
said Montrose, who by this time perfectly 
recollected his man, << you must consider 
what important things have happened 'to 
put my. friends' faces out of my memory^ 
besides this imperfect light } but all condi- 
tions shaH be kept And what news from 
Argyleshire, my good Major? We have long 
given you up for lost, and I was now pre-^ 
paring to take the most signal vengeadce 
Upon the old fox who infringed the. law of 
arms in your personJ^ , -' 

^ ^* Truly, my noble lord,*^ said Ds^eUy» 
<^ I have no desire that my return should 
put any stop to so proper and becoming an 
intention; verily, it is in no shape in the 
Earl of Argyle's favour or mercy that I now 
stond before you, and I shall be no interces« 
sor for him.— Butmy escape is, under hea- 
ven, and the excellent dexterity which, as an 
old and accomplished cavalier, I displayed 
in effecting the same,--I say, under th^se, it 
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is owing to t&e asmCancfe of this old H%li« 
lander, whom Itettiare to recoftimdiid tO 
your Ipt-di^ip'ft ^ec&l fetour^ as tjheitu 
itfument of saving your lordshfij^^s t^ cotii- 
mtind, Dugaki Balgetty of Drunyth War^ktit^ 

^ «< A thanks wortby scrtice,** «wid ^fc Mtt^e 
qiB9» gravefy, ^< which sfasLU cer<a}i% iMf 
leqniied id die otumher it desetttss^.'^ ^ 
' ^ Kned ^wn, Ranald;"* )liid Mij^ ^U 
getty, (as we musFt now call him»> <^ k&eel 
down^ and kiss His Excdiimcy's iMWl/' ^ 

The prescribed form of uckM^latdgmf/t 
iiot being according to th« cudtoid of RiHi 
nald's country, he contented bitn^dU* ^Mf^ 
jftplding his sirms on bis bosom aiid Aiikfbg 
i low inclination of his hdtd, • 

•* This poor man, my lord^,'* saM Ma^ 
Balgetty, continuing his^ speech mth A gf^aC 
air of {urotection towards Ranald MkdEsj^ 
«' has strained all his lender ttieans to de« 
lend my person from ttai^ enemies W^ 
ih(M]gh having no better weapoits of iei inls^ 
iile sort than bows arid arrows, whHk ydur 
Ibrdthip will hardly believe.** 



<* Y<M ^U ^5Vt a great many tudi wea* 
pwft ift oiy ciOip^-' said Montrose, ^ and we 
4ifd th^m servioeable;" 

** StmcQaMey my lard f ' said Dalgetty ; 
^ X tmetjitour kird&bip wiH permit me to be 
siiipri«ed*~bow8 and arrows !-^I trust you 
inil forgive my recommending the substi^ 
tQtion of miisketar the firat conT^ieht op^- 
^orDovityr But besides defen^ii|;^me» this 
hoifeifc H^Uander also was at the pains of 
curing me^ in respect that I had got a 
tmiab of tlie wvrs m my retxeat, wiiich me^ 
tim my best reqi£t|U in this special iqtro* 
diMtioaof biflptto your iordship!s notice and 
proteolwn^'' 

^^ Wteat is^ your nane^ my. fiiend ?'^ sud 
Mohtroie^^ tttinii^ to the Highliander. 
« Hit may not be spoken^''. anewered At 
tfiouaf luaocp*^ 

. ^^That^tosay/^^terpceted Major Bak' 
getty, ^^ he desires to have his name conceaU 
e[diriii'fespttct,lieliatl^ sn» Ibrmer days taken > 
tt:cadttey stftiii: eertaiv children^ and^ dfmi 
eilMr tiUag^ w^ilki' m yoitf good- lordship 
]tnows» are often practised in war time, but 
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exoite po bf oevolence towudfe the perpe« 
trutjor ia ,the £rieiftds of thone who «u8t;«m 
injury* I have known» in .my military ex- 
perience^ many brave cavaliefs put to death 
by the boors* timply for using military li^ 
cense upon the peaaants.'' 

'' I undepstand/' said Mookroae : ^« Hua 
piersoa is at.&ud wiUi some of our follow^ 
er& Let tsiin retire to the court.of guacrd, 
and we will think of the beat mode of pro^ 
teeting. him,** * i 

•^ You. hear» JRjuialdt" said Major Dal* 
gpVty^ .with an air of . supeciorityi ^ hia £x« 
c^lleacy wishes to hold privy couoeil with 
mtf you must go to the oourt ofiguardbr^ 
. He d^es not kno^ whc^e : that ifi$.$bOT fel- 
low !r*-^e is a young ; soldier fcoc ao cdd a 
toUmi i will fni WiSi^nMeikthet charge, of 
a centinel, and return to your, lonlabip 
itif!iv^eiiV* He did 8O9 andrduraed ae« 
cordingly. 

Montroaefs first enquiry leapeeted the en^ 
bassy to Jnyerara ^ and be limned with alk^ 
tontfoo to Ii>algetty'8 i^ly, nttwithatand* 
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tng the pidtxtty of the Majoc's namu 
tivOb It reifuired an effint from the M«r- 
quel to maifitain^his attCDttoB ; but no one 
better knew, that where hiformation ia to 
be^derived from the report of such agents 
as Palgetty, it aan <mljr be obtained by 
sofering them to tell their story in their 
oma way. Accordtngly liis patience waa^ 
al length rewarded. Among other spoils 
which the Captain thought himsdf at lU 
berty to take» was a packet of Ai^yie*s 
private papers. These he consigned to the 
bands of his general ; a hanoonr of account- 
log^ however, which w^^t no farther, for 
I do not understand that'botnade any men- 
tion of the purse of gold which he had 
appropriated at the same time that he made 
seimire of the papem aforesaid* Snatching^ 
a torchf rom the wall, Montrtae was in an 
instant deeply engaged in ' the pen^sal of 
these documents, in which it is probable be 
lauiid\sonietiiiii9 to animate his personal 
Msentmeot against JiU' rival Argyle. 
i..ff Doeakeinot imr wef?" said he ; •^thefl 
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heshali ftel me. :. Wilt* he fire loy castle a£ 
MUi^odi !«~teiMrara shall vme the fiittt^ 
8mofce>-uO for a guide tiifwi^> the skktB- 
c^Stri^Filfami'^ 

'■ WfaatevM might be D iilgrtty's pextaml 
eenceit^ lie undeap^Btasd his. butkiegs so fti 
6ie<«tlxfo<gii«iMtMontro0d'siiieaftiifig.. Hei 
kwtatiftly iMoriupfi^ lins own prolix nanm^ir 
tiOfi of tbe dkimiiriirwhiik had takeo^plicn 
and the wound berhaA received ia hid :fc^ 
ti%at» Md t»egan tocpeak to tte pdiit wfaidit 
be WW interestedfab geaeraU 

^ Ifi" said he^ <« year Eiedfeocy witbba 
to make an i&fall into ArgytediiKey . tlia»^ 
poor taan, Raaaldt of whom i told yon, to*' 
gether wkh his driMren »id cevipaiiiofls^ . 
know ereiypaaar iwto that laod^ b<Mii tead^ 
ing ftOBlSie ant and 'from the norths'! ^ 

dead!'' tiid Ueiitrote;^^ wiHrt*Mi#' 
ire yoa/ to beiiaire ibm kn^'mMg/tm 

«''So plea$e your £x€elk»cy,.'^,aw«Miid 
Dalgef^^ «« duriog the weeks tfaatri M4 
mM9ad wifbtham fir c«a af aur woimdy 
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flliey were repeated^ oMiged to sbfft tfi^ir 
quarters^ in respe<^t of Ai^gyle's Repeated 
attempts to repossess himself of the pemm 
df an officer t^ho was honoured with your 
fixceHency't confictence ; so that I had oc« 
casion toadmhre the singiilar dexterity and 
ktiowfedge of the face of the cotintfy with 
wltich^ they alternately atcfaieved their re* 
tjreat and their advance $ and when^ at 
len^h, I was abie to r^pafar to your Excels 
Itfncy's istandard, this honest creatture,. lla- 
nald MaeEagh/ guided late by patfai which 
my stieedf Gtfstavub, (whieb ^oar lordship 
may remember,) ttode w^ perfect safety, 
so* that I said to mysel( thilk wfa^re gurdes, 
Bpiet, or ipiell i ge n c er s, were )rtqtditd in a 
H^}atid caihpaignin that western country, 
more expert persona iban he aad his att^id- 
ants could not possibly be desttdd.r 

'^ AnS can yon answer for faift fidelity^ 
said Montrose; <^what is bis name ttd 
condition?^ 

^ He is an'OHtlatir, amd vobber by pro- 
feM!0D.'^ ^nsiw«re4 Dsigetty } ^^ and 1^ 
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name» called Ranald Ma^£agb ; wfaolk aig^ 
nifi^ Ranald, thp Spn af the Mist'' 

** I should repaeiuber something of that 
name» ^ said Mqntrose, pausing ; <^ Did not 
these Children of the Mist perpetrate some 
act of cruelty upon the Mf Aulays ?"— 

Major Dalgetty mentioned the ciroiniw 
stance of th^ murder of the foirester, and 
Montrose's, activje memory at once recalled 
all the circuiiDstances of the feud. ^ 

** It is most^ unlucky^" said Montrose^ 
«< this inexpiable^iiu^rrel between these men 
and the M^AulaySi^ Allan has borne himr 
self bravely in these wars^ and passesses^ 
by the wild mystery of his. behaviour and 
language^ ^o much influence over the mindd 
of his countrymen,, that theconaequences 
of disobliging^ l^ip niight be serious^ At 
the same time, these men being, so^capable 
of rendering useful servici^r aod . beings as 
you say,, M^jor Dalgetty, perfectly trusts 
worthy ^" 

<< I will impledge my pay and arreatSy 
my horse and arms, my head and neckt 
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iqioa thtir fidtlityt'' said the Miegor } << and 
your Exoellencjr knowsy that a addado could 
aajf no more for Us own fatiien" 
.^ Truc^" said Montrose; ^^ but as this 

.. 10. a matter of particular iiioaieiit» I wonld 
wiUia^y ^pow the grounds of ao positive 

^ aa aaaiiraace."^ 

<» Concisely then, my lord," fHad the Ma* 

' joty ** not only did they disdain to pxifit by 
a handsome te^rord ivindt Argyle did me 
t}ra faottour to jdace upon tiiis poor head of 
wmfi9 and not only &A Aey abstain from 
fdUaging my peraonid property, whilk was 
to an WBOuQt thsit would have tempted re 
gttbr soldiers in any seiVice of Europe } 
a«id not only did they restore me my horse, 
in^lk your excellency knowvio be of value; 
bvtc I could not previdl on them to accept 
ont stiver, doit, or maravedt** for the trou- 
ble and expenc^i of my sick bed. They 
actually refiiaed my coined 'money when 
freely offered,-— a tale seldom to be told in 
i» Christian Imdf'' . 
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wards you it. good evtdenoo of tbeir fide^ 
Kty^ bat kow t0 tfaare agt^t fbe bf edB* 
itgmitot.lk^im^'' H6^uied,a<idt4iat 
flyddeHly .ftdfedt. f>« I li»d ^gM I h«fl6 $Qf^ 
iprbile you^. MftjoTy have beeri tamMw§ by^ 
aiooBlight/' 

atoup^ erf w»i>ttid 4rt«eiaiftaihniiMifti< Mak 
jpii Qid|pott|rr uto. liwl Hie a|>p9tfl« i#« 
amMalodait nMoriiadifraia Highlmd iiMi^ 
Ufh HaMedrMkimqr ^rawiig ta piitike «1 
^rfwt «aa^a«tMbrb him, bat firooaided ftf 
dkfatob bb ftad twitk aucb afacniy, «iilifr 
|be Mafqui%> HMst^ a oaj^ <^f . wtife^ aad 
drinking^ to biahMdAb, ooiild Aot be)|^ »^ 
toarkiiig^ tfattt-oai^e at the fu»yitioto»of^ 
Ut caa^^ wti^ he wat afraM Migor XM** 
getty htd ftraii'siiieh wonerduTteghit e«^ 
cursioA kubo Aigjrinhife*. 
.« ^^Yauf^BaceUeri^fliajrirtilyoiiro^i^lto^ 
raloath upon that,'' said thctworll^Majorgr 
tpeakiDg with fait^ mouth full^ «« for the 
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iPMUdt that the ChiktreD of tiie M^ plroco- 
to4 for me, poor beipleas oreattirei-at tN^ 
were, were ao aorefreriiftti lo my bodjy Hiat 
wiien inelt^ed in n^ m^moiir; ivlitfk I wal^ 
£dil to lai^e behitid itt« fOf ekptdHiiHl' 
9ake, i rdttldi therein like lAie tkbrivoliei 
kernel ii» « imt that hath hhfkk k^fit dn ta 
a second Hallowe'en.'* ' 

' •' YcMi roust take the due meads ta repair 
the^e kMtoSt Mi^ Dalgettf /' • 

^ In troti^** aasivered the. ioldter^ ^ t 

^lall baMliy be able to^compiiitiiM^ inile» 

m^ arrfean are to be eKehHttgedtftit ^reieit 

fay ;. for I pfottst to yonr ItcilleMy^ Itait 

the three stone weight \^oh V hftvt loflt 

wei^ ainij^ly raifed upim the tegnUr ac- 

eountings of the States of HeifaduL" 

: «« In that case/* saidiJhe MatqpiSt :^ yon 

aw onty Teduced to goodmarehing otdeib 

As? far the pay» let tt» onee have Tiet(»y^ 

victory, Major, and your wishes, and aH 

onte^ishes, shall tee a«n[dy fliKHed^ Mdtn- 

time help yourself taanother cup of wweii^ 

..M 1^ your Kxce)l«n^'»kcalth/' aaid tiipr 
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Major» filling a cup to the brirn^ to shew 
the %al with which he drank the toast, 
*^ and victory over all your enemies, and 
particularly over Argyle. * I hope to p6il 
another handfol from his beard myself'*— 
I have had one pluck at it already.*^ 

** Very, true,** answered Montrose ;• •* but 
to return to these men of the Mist. Yoa un- 
derstand, Balgetty, that their pfesence)iere, 
and the purpose for which we employ them, 
is -a seeret between you and me.^ 

Delighted, as Montrose had anticipated, 
with this mark of his genera's confidence, 
the Major laid his hand upon his nosie,^ and 
nodded intelligence. . 

« How many may there be of Ranald^s 
followers .?•' continued the Marquis. 

•* They are reduced, so far as Ikriow, 
to some eight or ten men,'* answered Ma- 
jor Dalgetty^ <* and a few women- and chil- 
dren," 

** Where are they now ?* demanded Mon^ 
trose. 

'** laa valley, at three miles distance,** an- 
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&wered the sdMUer, << aw^ting your Excel- 
feency's comaiaiid ; I judged it not fit to 
bring them to your leaguer without your 
Excellency's orders.** 

*« You judged very well,'* said Montrose ; 
<^ it .v^^ld jbe proper that thty remain 
iprhere ^ey are, or seek some more distant 
^aee of ref^e. I will send them money,, 
though it is a scarce article with me at pre** 

sent." • » * 

« It is quit€i' unnecessary,^' sdid Major 
Dalgetty J *• your Excellency has only to 
hint that the M'Aulays are going in that 
direction, and my friends of the Mist will 
instantly make volte^face, and go to the 

right alXHit." 

«< That were scarce courteous," said the 
Marquis^ << Better send Uiem a few dollars 
to purchase them some cattle for the sup- 
pork of the women and children." 

«« They know how to come by their cat- 
tle, at a far cheaper rate," said the Major; 
" but let it be as your Excellency wills," 

•SLet Ranald MacEagh," said Montrose, 
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<5 if^cet iwf or fcvf) pf hrn fotfownr^t wen 
vhofn 1)^ cap Hwi^ and wb9 are Q9{>«h}«^ 
keepjiog ttfceir ow» secret f ibfuie ibaU wrrc 
for our guides. Let Ottiti be #t my teDt to^ 
morjCQW ai d^-br^ak^ and ^ee, if po^ad^lc^ 
that they nc^^t^ ^irai ipy purp0M» jior 
hold any cQff iPHjpicatwn with i^ch oitMf ^ 
private«r«tTbi8 old WMPt ; ha« he aoy i^vi^ 

dren?" ' .. 

. * « - - • 

** They have been killed or hangeAg^ 
sifxi ,-the C^pt^aiOt '^ ip t^e i^nnber of- a 
r^und ^offfa, 9^ J b^Uieye^^but he kUh' 
left 01^^ child» a 90im aod hopeful yoii4b» 
whom } have noted to be^ney^ without ni 
pebbly in hi^ piaid mokf to ii^ at wboifl^ 
py^v might come in his way> being a syffllr 

b9},. thaty tike Dayld^ who waa accmtomed 
t9 aUng sQipoth 9t<me9 tak$» fri^m thr 
brpok, he way afterwards pr<>ve ao ad^r^i^ 

turous warrior,'* . ... 

^ M That bQy, Msy w P^g»«y/' sftid' the 
Marquis, " I wiU hav? t« atfa^Hi^ l^Vtiny 
own fjprpojsi. I presume h« wW b{tT9'^5fmfe 
enpygh to keep hip name w^(tmW' » . JL • 
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^ Your SKiseBen^y tided not feat thaV* 
Mtfiv«fedDiJgetty$ ^ these HigUkiid hi^, 
ftpDtti the fflomeiittli^ eMp the shdl".-.— 

<« Well;' ftffOed Montarose, ^ that boy 
diaU be pledge Ibr the fidelity of fm ft- 
ther, and if he proves faithful, the child's 
prefennent shall be his reward. — And now. 
Major Dalgetty, I irill licence your depar- 
ture for the night; to-morrow you will intro- 
duce this MaeEagh, under any name or 
character he may please to assume. 1 pre- 
sume his profession has rendered ^im suff- 
iciently expert jn all sort of disguises ; or 
"we may admit John of Moydart into our 
schemes, who has sense, practicability, and 
intelligence, and will allow this man for a 
-time to be disguised lui one of his followers. 
For you. Major, my groem of the cham- 
J)ers will be your quarter- master for this 
^Vening.^* 

Major Dalgetty took his leave with a 
joyful heart, greatly elated with the recep- 
tion he had met with, and much pleased 
with the personal manners of his new gene- 
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raT, whicbt as he explained at great length 
to Ranald MacEagh, reminded him in many 
resqpecta of the demeanour of the immortal 
Gustavus Adolphusy the laon of the North, 
and Bulwark of the Protestant Faith. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

The inarch begins in military state, 
And naitions on his eyes suspended ivait; 
Stem fiuDine guards the solitary coast, 
And winter barricades the reakns of frost ; 
He comes* — nor wan^ nor cold, his course delay;^-— 

Vanity ofStuman tFisha. 

By break of day, Montrose received in 
his cabin old MacEagh, and questioned 
him long and particularly as to the means 
of approaching the country of Argyle. He 
made a note of his answers, which he com- 
pared with those of two of his followers^ 
whom he introduced as the most prudent 
and experienced. He found them to cor« 
mpond in all respects ; but, still unsatis-* 
fied where precaution was so necessary^ 
the Marquis compared the information be 
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had received with that he was able to col- 
lect from the Chiefs who lay most near to 
the destined scene of invasion, and being 
in all respects satisfied of its accuracy, he 
resolved to proceed in full reliance upon 
it. 

In one point M ontrose changed hismind« 
'Having judged it unfit to taji^ the bpy iCen^ 
neth into his awn aervace» teat, in cMe of 
his birth being diseovered, it should be re^ 
seiitej! as ^p offence by the numerous clans 
who entertained a feudal enmity to this de- 
voted ^Hpc^ily» \y^ fe^xmt^ the Mlt^of tatake 
}^m ip BiA^^wcei Hjpoii himsekf 4 and as he 
9pco]paj)j|0)€^ tl^is. request with a hifid^oma 
d^f^f* M9d<r pa^jbee^e 0f dotbing ami 
etHipping the 1^ tbia obange was agn^. 
^ble to 9li pftrtiep. 

It was about t)9*9%k^trtiiM» wihen Ma* 
jflir D^lget<gr, b«!»g diswiiwd by Mimw 
%P9^^9 went ill qpQSt of U$ okd aoqiu^Bt^ 
ai)?)&s, Lord Mepteitb 9od thf M^Aulays^ 
1^ vchpffl he looged to eommmi^ut^ his 
iOwn adventures, as well as to learn from 



them the partieulflra of the eampitgti* It 
tn&jr be imtgiaed be was received with 
greet glee by nnm ta whom the latte tn^ 
iamitf of their mililsry tife had itrodered 
eoy chtfige of ioeiety eniiltereftiag novelty. 
All^ti M<Aiila.y alone seemed to loooil from 
tab §OTtBet ao^MiMMcet akhough^ wlien 
dmHenged by his brother, he; oould render 
no other reateti thaa- • relootance to he fai- 
ioiief with mie who had been so lately ki 
the cofiapaiiy of Argyte and other eneiniee. 
Major Dri^tty was a litde atermed by this 
aert of itistii>etive ooMdoMuess which AU 
Ian seemed to euteirtaia respec^ng the ao- 
eiety he liad been kcely kwi^iAg } he Was 
eeoii satisied, howe^r, that the pescepi- 
tiess of the seer itt thia partioulaf were not 
ktfalfihie. 

Aa Ranald MaoEagb was to he jpMed 
under Majoff DalgettyVj^teotton add su* 
peditteiidanoe, it was neeessary he should 
paenetft him to those persooa with whom 
tae was mott iihely to* Aasoeiate* The di^ss 
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of the old man had, in the meantime, beea 
changed from the tartan of his dan to a 
sort of clothing peculiar to the men of 
the distant Isles, resembling a waistcoat 
with sleeves, and a petticoat, all made ta 
one piece. This dress wias laced from top 
to bottom in front, and bore some resem- 
blance to that called a Polonaise, still worn 
by children in Scotland of the lower ranlc 
The tartan hose and bonnet completed the 
dress, which old men of the last century re- 
membered well to have seen worn by the 
distant Islesmen who came to the Earl of 
Mar's standard in the year 1715. 

Major Dalgetfy, keeping his eye on Al<- 
Ian as he spoke, introduced Ranald Mac* 
Eagh under the fictitious name of Ranald 
MacGillihufon in Benbecula, who had esf 
caped with him out of Argyle's prison* He 
recommended him as a person skilfiil in 
the arts of the harper and the senachie^ 
and by no means contemptible in. the qua- 
lity of a second-sighted person or sew* 
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While making this exposition, Major Dal- 
getty atammered and hesitated in a way so 
unlijce the usual glib forwardness of his 
aianner, that he could not have failed to 
have given suspicion to Allan M^Aulay, 
lud not that person's whole attention been 
engaged in steadily perusing the features of 
the person thus introduced to him. This 
steady gaze so much embarrassed Ranald 
MacEagh, that his hand was beginning to 
mk down towards his dagger, in expecta- 
tion of a sudden assault, when Allan M'Au- 
lay, suddenly crossing the . floor of the 
hut, extended his hand to him in the way 
of friendly greeting. They sat down side 
by side, and conversed in a low mysterious 
tone of voice. Menteith and Angus M^Au« 
lay were not surprised at this, for there pre- 
vailed among the Highlanders who pre-> 
tesded to the second-sight a sort of free- 
masonry, which generally induced them^ 
upon meeting, to hold communication with 
each other on the nature and extent of 
their visionary experiences. 
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*' Does the sight eome gtedtnif upooi 
ycmx spirit ?" said AMaa to his aevr asp. 
quaintance, * 

«« As dark as the shaA)w npeii the 
moon,** replied Ranald, <* when she is darib* 
ened in her mid-course in heaven, simi 
prophets foretell of evii times/' 

" Come hither, -* said Allan, «* come more 
this way, I would converse with yoy apart j 
fbr tnen say that In your distant inlands the 
sight is poured forth wkh moi^e clearoeaB 
ai^d power than upon us, who dwell near 
tlve Sassenach." 

While they were plunged fn to their mystic 
conference, the two English eavalkrs eiK 
tered the cabin in the highest possible spi-. 
rits, and announced to Angus M^Aulay 
that orders had b^eis issued that alt ^ould 
bold themselves in readiness for an imme-< 
diate march to the westward^ Having 
delivered themselves of theii* news with 
much glee, they paid their conaplimenta to 
thek old acquaintance Ma|or Dalgettjr,. 
whom they instantly recognised^ md ink 
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^i^d after the h^dalth ^f his charge^ Gas- 

*' I humbly thaiik you, gentlemet)," an- 
swer^d the soldier, ♦* GatitoVus is well, 
though, like his itiwter, somewhat barer on 
fke ril» Chan when you offered M relieve 
me Of hini at DarbUav^ir^h ; and let itie 
assure you, that before yoa hsive made one 
er two of those marches which you seem to 
0ODteafi{>late with so mueh satisfaction in 
prospect^you will leave, my good Knights, 
aome of your English beef, and probably 
zn English horse or two behind you." 

BMh ezdaitsed that they cared very lit- 
tle what tbey found or what they left, pro- 
vided the seene changed from dodging op 
and dc^wo Angcis and Aberdeenshire, in 
|i:ursait of an eoemy ^ho would neither 
fight nor run liwaiy^ 

«* If nidi be the caiie/ ' said Angus M^- 
AvikLyy ^ 2 ttiist giVe orders to my foUcyw- 
ar&i, and make provision too for the safe 
coaveyance of AnilotLyle ^ for ain advance 
i»to M^CsttQin Mora's coi^ntry will be a 
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farther and fouler road than these pinks of 
Cumbrian Knighthood are aware of." So 
jaying, he left the cabin, 

•• Annot Lyle ?• repeated Dalgetty, « is 
she following the campaign ?** 

« Surely,*" replied Sir Giles Musgravc, 
his eye glancing slightly from Lord Men* 
teith to Allan M*Aulay ; ^ we could nei»' 
ther march nor fight, advance nor re- 
treat, without the influence of the Princess 
of Harps." 

«« The Princess of Broad swocds and Tai^ 
getSi I say," answered his companion ; <* foe 
the Lady of Montrose herself could not be 
more courteously waited upon ; she has four 
Highland maidens, and as many bare- 
legged gillies, to wait upon her orders." 

" And what would you have, gentlemen?* 
said Allan, turning suddenly from the Higb* 
lander with whom he was in conversation ;. 
•« would you yourselves have left an innocent 
female, the companion of your infancy, to 
die by violence, or perish by famine ? There 
is not, by this time, a roof upon the habi* 
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tsttion of my fathers — pur crops have beea 
destroy ed» and our cattle have been driven-* 
aad you, gentlemen, have to bleas God, that, 
coaling from a milder and more civilized 
country, you expose only your own lives in 
this remorseless war^ without apprebevsion 
that your enemies will visit with their ven- 
geance the defenceless pledges yoq may 
have left behind you," 
\ The Englishmen coidially i^reed that 
they had the superiority in this respect ; and 
the company now dispersing, went each to 
his several charge or occupation. 

Allan lingered a moment behiod, stiU 
questioning the reluctant Ranald MacEfigb 
ugon a pioint in his supposed visuu^, by 
which he was greatly perplexed. ^* Re- 
peatedly,'' he said, *< have I hi^d the, sight of ' 
a Gael, who seemed to plunge )iis^ weapon 
into the )M>dy of Menteith,^— pf that young 
nobleman in the ^scarlet laced cloak, who 
has just now left the bothy. But by no ef- 
fort, thougk I have gazed till my eyes were: 

18 
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ahnofit ilfced in the Mcket9» oail I i /ke e^ Ha 
the&Lce^ of* tA^i9 H^tan^er, er even do^ 
jectore wh& be may be, aHhofigb bis pe»* 
801^ and ahr seem^miKar to me." 

** Httve jw* reverwdf f^nt iHTO<]rflM!^ 
said' Rana^tff^ <' ftccordiii^ to cbe rote' of ^ii^ 
c»per fenced* Seers in sitch- cased ?*' 

<<' I ba^^*'^ anaw^red ^Hto^ stealing feiir^ 
and shuddering as if wiCft iaternal agottj^^ 

«'^ And Hi Mtbftt gviise <Bd' the ^atttdm 
then appear to yon ?^ sa^ I^aMl 

< <^ Wkh bii»' pl&id' alNr reveraed;'* wmworMl- 
Allan, in tbe^me'fow and^eonvniMd'toDe; 

^ Tben b# aasafed^^'' sfaid' Ravald, «'«bat 
yo«l^o^n band^ and^nene'ofeH^ «4il^dt>4hiir^ 
d*ed of wWcb you have witsiessod^tbe ^sH^ 

<^ Sb bft9 my^ anxk>qs sou^ an bundbeffi 
times snrmised^"' rep^dAlfen. ^Birt^it'i^ 
impossible f Were I to read^lHe reeowMn 
tbe etemaPbook of fate, I woukl c^Iaro i^^ 
impossibfe— we are bound by the tf*fi ot 
blood, and by an hundred tifes* mwe ioti« 
mate— we have stood ^ide by side in battle, 

1^ 



*ml •ur t^v^wii bwe itiekeA with lAie blcMd 

^ &f c6irMln# fiboidgfb the (iMd« be l^i A i^ th« 
dMJcMss €^ fotaarity. You^ stfy/' Mid He^ 
iup^t^ifig'hifi^dwti &Xf(pi&ontf mth diffleuiU 
iy, «^ tdiafi side by iid« you have immued 
year prey 1H(« hlMd-boaiidsh-^havti ycnh 
iM^r seeik^ bl^od'-hcmndi ^rn t^^in fitngis 
AgWDsf eaoh otht/, m# fight over t^ body 
ofsrihrottleddeer?'' 

^^IC iflc IhtM^'^ snid M'MiXstft startlitg op ; 
^ these aM liot t^ fd^bodings of favi, but 
the 0sitt|)«aftofl of 9Mk»e evil sf)irft from ttM 
lK»lttMiiI»M pie l"* So sAyifig) he strodt iMit 

of the cabin. 

<« Thmi haet kV aaid the Son of the 
Mi|t^ looking after him ^Mith a» aii^ of en^ 
iiltaitlo0 } ^ the bavbai anvo^w i^ m thy 
iri^ 1^-i.Spirilfl^ of the slaughtered ! ilBjcicil 
800D shall' y^ofif nmrdecefb^ srwofids; be dyed 
ia each others' blood." 

Q A tike raeoeedii^ tttorAk^ all ifas 



paredf «iid Montrose advanced by rapid 
marcl^ea up Uie riv«rTay» and^nmred blades 
sultory forces into the romantic vak. aromd 
^h^ ial^e of the same name, which lies at tiie 
head of that riven The inhabitants were 
CampheUs, not indeed the vassals of Ar« 
gjlt^ but oi the ^aUied and kindred house of 
Gleourchy, which now beiars the same of 
Breaijalbane* Being, taken by surpEtse,thej 
were totally unprepared for resisitance^and 
were oompelled to be the passive witnesses 
of the ravages which took pkee mBQOg^ 
their flocks and herds* Advancing in Ais 
mann^ to the vale of Loch Dochartf and 
laying waste the country around him^ Mqiu 
trose readied the most difficult point of hia 
enterprize. 

To a modem army, efven with the assist- 
ance of the good military road which now 
lettds tip by.Teinedrum to the head of Lodi 
Awe, the passi^ of these extensive yfM^ 
would seem a task of some difficulty. But 
at this period, and for long afterwardst 
there was no rdad or path whatsoever; and 
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to add to the difficulty^ the fliounttiM men 
already covered with snow. It wm a siu 
bliine scene io look ap to them, piled ia 
great masses, one upon Miotiier^ the front 
rasd^ of dazzling whiteness, while. those 
which arose behind them caught a ro9jr tint 
firom the setting of a clear wintry SUD» .]|^ 
Qruacban, superior in magattude» and seenw 
log the very citadel of the Genius c£ the 
B^gion, rose high.above the others, shewr 
ing his glimmering and scathed peak to the 
diatanoe of many miles* 

The followers of Mejitrose wwe men 
not to be daunted by the sublime, yet ter^^ 
rible prospect before themw . Many (^them^ 
ware of tiiat ancient rsuce of Highlanders^ 
who not only willingly made their couch, 
in the snow, but coosideted it.as eftminate 
luxury t(^ use a snow^ball for a pillow.: 
Plunder and revenge lay beyond the frozoot! 
mountains which they beheld, and they did 
not permit themselves to be daunted by the 
difficulty of traversing them. Montrose 
did aot aUow their Gfurits time to sabside. 



> 

He •flfefftd the pifubs to pfaiy inAe vwbtlie 
ueitiii pibfocb f dtitltfd *' ff^g^nm^kn^* 
Ike. (tliot ii^ We eDmeUhMigb Aift to4lvi«re 
Hk ^r^) i tht Jktiliifttg amitMb of whnii^ 
hid Dfem fltruck the fodesr of Ac Leanmt 
'irith terror. ^ The ttoeps ^idhramoal witkr 
li» nkiiile alacfitf o£ BMOfltaineiiti^ and 
wemsomi ia^Nidwd io^ ibe dMgseroM ftiss^ 
IbcDttgb wfe»di Bmi^ anted as^^tbmr guides 
gfn^ befeiH^ ^DB 1W9& a^ svleol per^«> M 
tMck out the wfty. 

The power of man aH aO' l^e afip^m 
mere eiwteiiipti)^ <ba& wken it is pliused 
iii <$oiitr^utt<iiitttb 9cefte» of imtumi t««rtfr Mdt 
dqpontjT. The viotodewerwyr &SMmsfasM»t 
^rtiote ^xploit» had struck teittor iiito» dl 
Scctftandv when Mc&ti^mg up this tertido 
pMs, seemed a comeofiptilde handfui id 
straggtei«i in the aefe of being devoured bj^ 
the^ jow9 of the' mooffitetii^ wifich appened 



* It IS the family-march of the M^FarlaneSt a war- 
like and predatory clan, who inhabited the westera ( 
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r#ady to closer tap^mi them. Breir MoDtfose 

hsM wjpmtei the bcMMss^ o£ taa itteQi|Kt^ 

B0 Upe look^ dbwtt fsomi the siimttit i^ titm 

fhrfi* eMi^feRM which be aittakied, vipm! tXm 

st^at^ei^demdickivio^hiss^ Tba 

^Iffietsfty of getttog^ forwftfd ww 80 greats 

thflit eoBsiderable gap^i^^ beg^n to oeeitt iii 

tl^ Ikie of msreft) and tfte ditftuicr b#tw«w 

the vaDi cehf^e, an^reav, nft»eaek jM on walf 

itferesiie&r^dtdfegtee equaUy-iacmimcMttoim 

affiti^ dkBgerou9» It was witH gredft appiiM 

hension that Montrose looked u^on ev^y 

-pmn^ of advantage^whiehf th6 hiU* dSuffimd^ 

iti^read^ h might^^ b&fowtA 0€e«qf)it»() bywa> 

enremy pf«pafFed fop def^ttce } and he oftMt> 

afterwardd was heafd t0 express his cownc*^ 

tKm, ehat had^ the pMses^ of StMtb BlUtii> 

been def^nd^d by tw<y hvm^tti' r^nokoM^ 

men^ iiot onJy would his progress hsutm 

been efffectunHy sfeept, but bis whole army? 

must have- been in danger of being t0ta% 

cut off. Security, However^ the bane of 

many a sttong caHntry^ and many a fort^ 

rcssi betniyedv upon^ ^is'oeeasteB> ^ dfe-^ 
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trict of Argyte to.bis ei)eaue& The inva- 
ders had only to contend with the natural 
difficulties of the path, and with the snow^ 
whicbi fortunately, h^d not fallen in any 
great quantity. The army no sooner refachr 
ed the summit of the ridge of hills dividing 
Argyleshire from the district of Breadal- 
bane, than they rushed down upon the de- 
voted vales beneath them with a fury suf- 
ficiently expressive of the motives which 
had dictated a nu)vement sp difficult and 
hazardous* 

. Montrose divided his army into three bo^ 
dies, in order to produce a wider and more 
extensive terror, one of which was com- 
manded by the Captain of Clan Ranald, 
one intrusted to the leading of Colkitto, and 
the third remained under his own direction* 
He was thus enabled to penetrate the coun- 
try of Argyle at three difl^rent p^^* Re- 
sistance there was none. The flight of the 
shepherds from the hiUs had first announ. 
ced this formidable irruption, and where* 
ever the clansmen were summoned out, they 
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were killed, disarmedi and dispersed, by an 
enemy who had anticipated their motions. 
Major Dalgetty, who had been sent for- 
ward against Inverara with the few horse 
of the army that were fit for service, mana- 
ged his matters so well, that he had very 
near surprised Argyle, as he expressed it, 
inter pocvla^ and it was only a rapid flight 
by water that saved that chief from death 
or captivity. But the punishment which 
Argyle himself escaped fell heavily upon 
his country and clan, and the ravages com- 
mitted by Montrose on that devoted land, 
although too consistent with the genius of 
the country and times, have been repeat- 
edly quoted as a blot on his actions and 
character. 

Argyle in the meaqtime had fled to Edin* 
burgh, to lay his complaints before the Con- 
vention of Estates. To meet the exigence 
of the moment, a considerable army was 
raised under General Baillie, a Presbyte- 
rian officer of skill and fidelity, with whom 
5ras joined in command the celebrated 



il6 TALtft d* At tAHt&L^K^ 

Sit John Uwie, a soldier of fttfttlhe Rice 
Dalgetty, who had already changed sidtes 
twice during tht Civil Wat, and waft des* 
tined to tarn hiis coat a third tithe b^ 
fore it waii endci. Argy le alsroj burmdf 
with indignatJon, prdceded to levy hi* dwa 
nnmerons ftofrees, in order to atenge hitiH 
self of hi» fdudal ehetoy. He edtaMi^«d 
hi* head- quarters at l)ufhbartoni where h* 
was soon joined by a considcraWiei ft)Tcift» 
coAsiseing ehiefty of hia own dan^nien and 
dependants. Being there joined by BaiHie 
and Urrie, with a very considerable anny 
of regular forces, be prepared to march in* 
to Argyleshire, and chastise the intader of 
his paternal territories. , 

But Montrose, while these two ^HrtHi^ 
dable armies wer^ forming a jifnctioa, had 
been recalled fwtA that ravaged connti^ 
by the approach of a third, eo^ltect^ ill 
the north under the Earl of Seafor th, wb^ 
after sonte hesitaticm^ hairing embraced the 
side of the Covenanters^, had now^ with tM 
asi^ance of the veteran gai^ison ^f lnTaa> 



iress^ formed a considerable "^ arnrty, wfift 
which he threatened Montrose from Invert 
Hess-shire. Inclosed in a wasted and unw 
i3fiendly coantry, and menaced on each 
side by advancing enemies of superior forcci 
it thight bare been supposed that MoiV. 
tiPose's destruction was certain. But these 
wel-e precisely the circumstances under 
ifi^hteh the- active and enterprismg genius of 
*be Great Marquis was calculated to excite 
the winder and admiration of friends, the 
astonishment and terror of his enemies. As 
if by magic, he collected his scattered forces 
from the wasteful occupation in which they 
liad been engaged ; and scarce were they 
again united, ere Argyfe and his associate 
gefteralt were informed, that the roytlists 
b&d suddenly cSsappeai^ed from Argyle^ 
8^ire^ and retresAed northwards among the 
dusky and impenetrable me^untainsof Loch« 

The sagacity of the getierals opposed to 
litotfHl>se, iimnediateiy oonjecfured, that it 
tke purpose of their active anfogonkl 
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to fight with, and» if possible, to destroy 
Seaforth^ ere they could come to his assists 
ance. This occasioned a corresponding 
change in their operations. Leaving this 
chieftain to make the best defence he 
could, Urrie and Baillie again separated 
their forces from those of Argyle, and ba« 
ving chiefly horse and Lowland troops un^ 
der their command, they kept the south- 
ern side of the Grampian ridge, mpviog 
along eastward into the county of Angus^ 
resolving from thence . to proceed into 
Aberdeenshire, in order to intercept Mon- 
trose, if he should attempt to escape in that 
direction. 

Argyle, with his own levies and other 
troops, undertook to follow Montrose's 
march ; so that in case he should come tp 
action either with Seaforth* or with Baillk^ 
and Urrie^ he might be placed between two 
fires by this third army, which, at a securQ 
distance, was to hang upon his rear. 

For this purpose Argyle once mme infi* 
ved towards Inverara, having an opportu- 
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mtjf at every step, to deplore the severities 
which the hostile clans had exercised otf 
his dependants and country. Whatever 
noble qualities the Highlanders possessed, 
and they had many, clemency in treating 
a hostile country was not of the number ; 
but even the ravages of hostile troops conw 
bined to swell the number of Argyle's fol*'* 
lowers. It is still a Highland proverb, He 
whose house is burnt must become a soldier ; 
and hundreds of the inhabitants of these 
unfortunate valleys had now no means of 
maintenancey save by exercising upon 
others the severities they had themselves 
sustained, and no future prospect of hap-* 
piness, excepting in the gratification of re* 
venge. His bands were, therefore, aug- 
mented by the very circumstances which 
had desolated his country, and Argyle 
soon found himself at the head of three 
thousand determined men, distinguished 
for activity and courage, and commanded 
by gentlemen of his own name, who yield- 
ed to none in those qualities. Under him- 
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9ti& b9 confeitad the prtacqial cenuimnd 
ypo9 Sir Duncan QuxipbeU of Ardenvobr, 
wd another Sir Dunham Campbell o£ Auobi* 
etUveck* an experienced and Teteraa soL^ 
dier» wkosn be bad reqsyiled from tbe wart 
of Ireland for ttiis. purpoae. Tbe coid ^itit 
of Argyle hioaselft. bowever». clogged the 
military eoancib of hia awre intrtpid aa* 
siltantSt, aod it waa resoWtdt notvithitmMU 
iDg their kicreiased foree» to observe tJbr 
MflM pian of opwakion^ aatd to £[>lhm 
MooCroae cautiowljr^ in whatev^ direcHM 
be should B»ar€b# nortbHMitwaid». «irMduB|» 
aB eag^emeikk uattl an opportMiAty shaaU 
Ofienr q£ fatting, i^poa tho !Mdiq\iia'a mmt, 
yifhik. be abould be engay^ mik nxfotium 
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CHAPTER X. 

Piobradiet au Donoil-dbttj 
Fidbnchet au Donuil^ 
Fioibnchet ama fmrfitltwli 
Feadit an Innerlochy. 

The war-tone of Donald tbe jjopk^ 
The war-tune of Black Donald^ 
The pipes and the banner 
Ate up m tiK» r^ideffraiw •f IiiTeidfllchy, 



Tbe military i^oad coanectitig the chain 
«f ibrts, as k i& called, and riumiog in the 
geQeral line of the pfeseat Cateionian ca- 
nal) has now camipletely opened tbe great 
glea, or cha^m, extending almost aeros) 
the whole isloodt oiice deufaklejss fitted by 
tifie sea, waA sttiU affi&rdiHg basivfl for thai 
hnig. Hike of lakes^ by means of wbiek mo* 
d^rn art has united the Gwoian and AJU 
laAtie Qeeans. The paths en tracts .by: 
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which the natives traversed this ecKtojitfive 
valley^ were, in l645-*6, in the same sitim- 
tion as when they awaked the straiii of an 
Irish engineer officer, who had beeft^^em- 
ployed in converting tbein into pradlitaWe 
military roads» and whose poem begHs, 
and, for aiight I jknow, ends^ as 



'^ Had you. but seen these roads before thejr vjfiire 

made. 
You would have held up your hands and blessed 

General Wade.** 

« 

But, bad as the ordinary paths were, Men* 
trose avoided tbem^ and led his tfrmy, 
like a herd of wfld deery &mn inmmMn 
tb moBDtain, and fmm forest Uffoteitf 
' where his enemies could leani< ndthing of 
his motions, while he acquired the inbi^t 
perfect knowledge re^eting theiii)^ from 
^the^friendly cians of Cameron 'and 'M'Don- 
ttdl, wlMse ^mountainous dittiieta ImwfW 
tfmveraed.. Strict ^orders hkA been givto 
^hat Afg^dete advance sbonld tbi^ watdiitd^ 
and that all intelligtnce respecting faisino« 

IS 
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ttofis should be communicated instantly to 
the General hitnseU^ 

it was a moonlight nighty* and Montrose, 
worn ont by* the fatigues of the <}ay, was 
laid down to sleep in a miserable shieling, 
Hd 'had only slofmbered two heurs^ when 
^Mme one touched bis^ shoulder. He look- 
ed up, and, by the stately form and deep 

^ice, easily recognised the Onef of 1h€ 
Camerons. 

^^ I have news for you,'' said that leader, 
^* which at is worth while to arise and Ustea 
to.'? 

<( M^ldiiy can bring np otlicir,'' said 
Montrose, addressing the Chiif by his pa- 
-tmiiynnc tiUe«-^** are they good or badi*" 

^ A$ ydii fiay iriie them,'* said the 
Chieftain. 

<< Are they certuti ?" 

«* Yes^" aokwered M^Ilduy, «< or anothtt 
miBflie&ger should have bilsu^t them. Know 
tiMt, tirod i^ith the task imposed upon ae 
of accorapaoytng that unhappy Dalgvlty 

vol- IV. It 



a^ ^ tjoauk M* HY^' hmmjoBM 



ft- 



aad- ^a hftadful' ef hone, \«hQ (Seteiato^ me 
for hours on the mardii at the pftoe'^f a. 
crifipledliiadgef, I inadfe a stretch of fiouir 
mSM wkAi six of my pcofrfii i» the diniCi^ 
lion of Invethiohgrv andlUiete metwttft Im: 
of Oiensegr^ who hiid* been enA for uMteMi; 
getefi. At^pfer kl nkfvf n^ ufioB Ifexet^^ 
luekyj with tteeei tfNuisMad^ ithteen msiL^ 
(Mtodionded by tfie flower of the; som o£ 
Diarmid.— These are my news— 4fcey afo* 
c£dbttol-4lr*ifr fbf ymtb etMstriie' ^ir 
purport^ 

*• Their purport must be good/' answ^i^ 
ettiMo&tm^ readitf 8rid 0heeaAi%V'^' the 
voMta! of M^itdiiy isi ever {deMaiirlfii iM 
ears o^ Hfootroae^ atidndSfr ^k»ia»t whom 
it aperisi^of some bvate enkerpvir^ M hsibd 
— What are our musters ?' 

He then called fbt U^t^ aodl^M^tts.' 
ctttained;; IhAt a^ gf ^aiVpftf* of hit fbiltn;^rs 
hvmiig, ar ustdd^ dispersed^ to stoctfM«fiiMr. 
bwty, he InA not wikhinu akotw^ twiive 
or fourteen' imnriied wmsa.\ 



<' N<»t inttttfa abo^e a thiid^'* said Mob- 
troMT, ffimdng) «< of Argylc's force,, and 
Highlamters oj^portd to fiigUandarsi-*^ 
With the blessiiig of God upon the royal 
cmmer I wotafei not hesitata Wtte tl|ie odds 
bat oae to «w(f/' 

^^ Thei^ do* not hasitatg," said €ainenm ; 
^'fbrr Mjtbeii your truo^ets shall soiiad to 
att£K^fe M^CaHum Mote, not a man of those 
^i^s will remiaii< deaf to the sumoiotfs. 
Gleiagaiy^Ii^fioch^^Imyaielf-^woidddi^ 
sfroy; wilih fire and sword, the wreteh who 
should^* remain behind under any pretence 
whatsoever. Torttiorrow^ or the naxt day^ 
shiH b« a day of battle to all who bear tj^e 
nttiie of McDonnell or Cameron^ ii4iatever 
be tbe eveat" . 

<< It is gallantly said, my noble friend,'' 
said M iMtraoe, grasping bis hand, << and I 
Wem wbr»e «lian a cov^ard did I not do 
jiktiioe to^ such fbllowers, by entertafniag 
the liiMt indiibilable hoipas'of success. We 
wiU tuirn back on this M^CaUufli' Mwe, who 
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foiiows to.lik^ a i^veato devoar the relies 
of our. army, should we meet braver men 
who may 'be able to break its strength! 
Let^the Chiefs and leaders be <^led to^e* 
tber aswquickly as possible; and you9^wh9 
have brought us the first tiews of this joy- 
ful, eve^t^r-for such it shall be,— *you shall 
bcilig it to a joyful issue, by guiding u^ the 
be^t 4pd noMcest road a^.nst our etaemy." 

.« That will I wiHin^ly do/' .said M*Il. 
dqy i V if I have shQwn you ^hs hy which 
to retreat through th^st d^sky wilds, with 
far more readiness will I teach you how to 
adv^ljQe against your enemy*** 

A geperjal. bustle no^v prevailed, and the 
leaders Wer^ every where startled; A-om the 
rude couches on which they had sought 
temporary repose. 

/' I never thought,'* said M^jor Dalget- 
ty,::wheii summoned up frpoi a handful 
of rugged heather roots, .<V to have partj^d^ 
frotti a. bed asi hard as a stable broom with 
such b^d nr ill ; but indubitably, having but 
one man of military experience in his army^ 



^i» Excellency the Marquis may be viiid|- 
eated in putting hini uponliard duty.** 

So saying, he repafircd t<y the cbundl^ 
wHere*, notwithstanding'his pedantry, Moh- 
trose seemed always to listen to him with 
Coiisiderable attentioh ; patrtly because t^e 
Major reaHy possessed' military knowledge 
'^and experiencei andbfleh made suggestiotts 
which were found of adVaAtage/and ipis^rtty 
because it relieved the general *f5fom the 
"necessity of deferring entirely' to the opi- 
iiion of the Highlaiid Chiefs^ and gave hiAi 
additional ground for disputing it Whfen it 
. was nojt agreeable to his bwij. On the pre- 
sent occasion, Dalgetty joyfully acquiesced 
in the proposal of tiiarching back and coii- 

valiant resolution of the gt eat Gustavus, 
who iQOved against the Duke of Bavaria^ 
and enriched his troops by the plunder of 

'that rich country, although menaced from 
ihe northward by the large army which 

' "Wallenstein had assembled in' BcAemia; 



Loehi«l» i99hfi9^ chMj €q|ial in cwi^^e iw4 
mi Hitary igup^ (;o wy in this H^UMid^, lay 
witirin die neigbbourbopd of thia sc^oe of 
t^etiQBs dji^tcbed the fifiy prima jthvom^ 
tkftif vassals^ to atioaQiicm every an« w^ 
couM befr arins 4t> loael 4b? Kii^a I^fll- 
-teoant, aiid to Joiq tbe «t4MK)ar4« 4»f thfir 

lav^\9fihy. Aa tjbe order was eaiy)^]^ 
cally giv^i^f it w» apM^i](y ««d iirtttingi^ 

oueySu. Tfcei? n*t3uwJ toy0 of ffay. t))^ 

zeal for the roy^t ^au€e,-^or they viewed 
the ititig in the liglit of a d)irf ^ii4i^m his 
dansm^n h^d deierted>— p-as well aa thtk 
ttnpHdt ebedietice to their ^wn plifriaFcbi, 
drew in to Montrose^Gf arsiy not wXy all 
in the neighboul'hdCKi who w€r€ IMe Ifb 
bear arms, but some who, in gge at least, 
migkt have been esteemed past the use ifif 
them. Budng th^ next day's tnigirch, 'Whieft, 
being dii'ected straight through the momi- 
takis of Lochaber, was unsuspeeted by the 
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•enemy, bis forces were atigmefttei t>y hmA^ 
Perils of flien i8BQHig4rotii«ac^ gleii,«ndnttN 
^fig tl^Mnwl^eB ttodep the t^aaniiers of <th«ir 
Ife tfpeettv e Ghkfs. lliis iras a circHmtftaAoe 
MgMy impiiitiog to the re^ of <be itffii]r> 
'who, by the time tliey appreadied tlie ei^ 
tty, fottud their isteeogtb increftsed <somi^ 
lierftblf lAore than ^ne^fiMrtth, as heA bt/tA 
fTOpbcisled b]r tlie vaSiaUt leader of ^ 
CJAQieraiis* 

1l%ile M <mlro8e executed tbii oountcs^- 
warcfa, Argyit had, at the head ef hid ^A- 
halt army, adriiiieed op the 9cml[hefft «de 
pf Lochi-Si], and readied ihe river Lodhy, 
iMrbieh combines^iat lake irith Locfa-Lochy. 
The ancient Castle tyf Inverlochy, once, afet 
it is said,, a royal fortress» and still, althougli 
^smantled, a piace of some strength and 
consideration, o0ered convenient faead^ 
l^arters» and there ^as ample room fot 
Argyle's army to encamp around him in 
the valley, ^vbere the Lochy joins Loch- 
]^1» Several barges had attended, loaded 
with provisions, so that tbey were in evei^ 
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respect as well accpiD«i.o49^d fs sueh^.Jl|;^ 
army wished or expected to b^« T^!^ jB|#t. 
quis, in^GOimcU with Aiicheol^ri^k . and 
Ardenypbr> exprea^d^ hi» fall . confideiitt 
that Montrose was. now on th^ brink, of 4% 
stFUCtion i that his tropps^ must giradji^Ujr 
dimjni^b as he moved eastward . throiu^ 
;^uch uncouth paths ;, th^t^if he wen:t.ei^ 

w^d,. he must.oncountfi: Urpc apd .JBi^f 
lie; if northward, fall into the.lu^ds..^ 
Seaforth ; or >l^.ujd he.phifse any haltioy| 
placei, he would expose himself to l)e |it- 
tacked by three armies at once. . 

^ ** I cannot rgoice, in t^ip F«fiec<^ .. "HT; 
lord," said Auchenbr^ck; ** that J«m«a 
Graham will be crush.ed with littlp assist*:, 
apce of ours^ He has left a heaver accouo^ 
in. Argyleshire against him« andllpn^^ta 
reckon with him drop of blopd for drop.of, 
blpo^. I love not the paypient of si)^ ; 
debts by third hands." , . 

. "You are too scrupulouSpT! said. ^^yj^f ^, 
^ what signifies by Tii^l)ose han^s the hl<^ 
of the Grahams is. spilt ?— It is time that of 
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the Boni of Diiirmid should cease to 6ow. 
Whnt say you,' Airdchvolir ?* 

'^^ I say, my lord/*' replied Sir Duncatf, 
^ 'thst I thtdk Auchenbreck will be grati- 
fied; and ^itl fcidnself have a pei^onal op- 
|)k>rtiiiiity of settling accounts with Mon- 
troiSie fbr his depredations. Reports have 
readied 6ur outposts that the Camerons are 
tesembling on thd skirts of Ben-NeVis ; this 
must be to join the advance' of Montrosci 
and' not to cover his retreat.** 

^ <* It must be some scheme of harassing 
and depredation/* said Argyle^ ^ devised 
tqr the inveterate malignity of M'^Ilduy, 
which he terms loyalty. They can intend 
i&o kdore than an attack on our outposts^ 
or iiome annoyimce to to-morrow's march/* 
'"^"i have sent out scouts,** said Sir Dun. 
csn/ ** in every directibn, to procure intel- 
ligence ; and we must soon hear whether 
they really do assemUe any force, upon 
y^t pointy or with what purpose.^ 

It waa late ere any tidings^ were recei* 
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ved ; but vfaM tiie "tiiMA |a4 M«f ii> > 
considerable bufllte ia ^e qifnp» 99^ It 
imtfleimmediateljr aft^i bc^vd in ^ <taette» 
ftAAQUficed the ariival of ilnpwtfint wM^ 
genee. Of tbe scents fosi #spe9SQd by Aft 
denvok^, some had rettiytiedrivMi^at bteiof 
aUe to cdSect anything, sa^e uncettani iifr 
raoars conci^ning movements ia the dooA^ 
try Qf the Camerons. It seemed as if ^ 
skirts of Ben-^Ne vis mtn sendjitig forth those 
unaccountabltl.and poftcJntotis sounds inA 
vhieh they sometimes announce the near 
arrival of ^ storm'. Qtiiers, whdse pM caoi 
lied them farther upofn their missabn^ met4 
entrapped' aiid slain. Or mlide prssoaerts^ bgr 
the. inhabitants of the fastnesses intotrtiieh 
they e»d£avoased to penetrate. At leogtfat 
on the rapid advance of Afonlrose'si army, 
his advanced gu9ird and the oulipestsf of 
Argyle became aware of each othjer% pre* 
senoe, a»d< after exchasigmg a^fow muskets 
shots and arisi^ies, fell badk to th^ir respeo^ 
tive main bodies^ to convey inteUJgeice 
and receive orders; ;i 8 



. Sir Diiimii CuHriMl, «id Aoebenbf tQlCt 
itittastiy tiurew tbe^mdves ^oa horselmctct 
9 McUar to vMfc tke stat€ of the otttiMMii | 
«kL Iha ]4ftn|uii of Ai|[yle mainUtitied l^s 
cliaractor of commnAderJti-clii^ With rc« 
{Utalaony by iiiak»g a i>es{iectabte 4rmtige« 
filial of hp forces ia 4lie plfttfty ^ it wm 
eNrideat Jtmt tibey mig&t «ow €»peb|; a night 
«b«tB^ or Uk attack ia the KMirtriag at Uk^ 
ihmU Moatrose hJid kept Mfi^ forces to 
. oaatiouftly fcitbia the defites of the moaai 
tainy tbat no t0m wbicb Au(^i€Piibire^k m 
Afdaavobr tboiight H pradeut to iMeaeif l» 
oouH aMertain Us probable itneag^ 
They wa>a awaare^ howeveri that, at the nt^ 
most computation, it must be inferitM* to 
tbidr oun, nd they ret oraed to Argyla to 
io£ma him of the amount o( tiie«r otoe^a!* 
tUmf^y bat tbat noMeaiati revised to bet> 
lieie^ttiat IfoiMwse cotiM lye w ffiMtm^ 
IttlfiscU; lie said, ^ It was a mdanesto^ (k 
wtiiih even James OraMatid, ia bis beigt¥t tilf 
preflSittifftMW pikf easy, #as hsieapaltde ; koA 
he doubted not that their march was only 
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iffiygded by tkpir Aiww»»:f»ctnitai OOraieo^ 
K^pocb^ and Gleqgacy:;' andpflrbqps liK 
Ymmg^ Willi hia M'FJiMaaai^ nught' baw 
ftSietDbkd a foref , ivbicb ht, kneiir mast be 
greatly infcidor ia iitiad)«rs to hk omtd^ aniU 
whoiQi thcrafof^ be.diM^jhed iiot to dis^ 
perse bjt fproe^or by tenmof capitulatioA;^: v 
. Tbe^plfltof Arcj^'i foUo«eralvas bigb^ 
breatbifg vengeance for.ifcbe disasters piiiefe 
thjBir country h|k4.9o tslely Juade^gQite %: sod: 
the pight passed Mi.anxiew bope* that tbe^. 
noiTUQig, might 4s^9^ upootiieif veageaace** 
The ^tpo9ts of either, army Icept ji joatvAii 
watqliy an4 tbe9oldi€r&,of4llggrk^s^pt'kl 
thefirdtr of >fitt{e wh)<^ thcgr wete o^it to n 
occupy. • ; : . : •.-.•. 

A pfle. daii(p jb»d ee^we b^gMQ to Ita^ 
th^ tofji <^ tbewe i«tiaieQse mdnntaitos^ whstf . 
the lefiderSiOf both aniiies ftrepared fn the 
bufoiiM^ oC ^^ da^. . Ijt v»s: tike leoood iif % 
Fel^ruvyi 16*5:16. The ^liMsmet of Atiyk 
were arrapged.in two line% pot fiur frosa 
the wg^^bet^wein JiN rMT/itiid t^teiMe^ 
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iaid.iiuide(aA>app€arMee equally resolote 
and fi>ciDidmU6» Auch^nbreck would wiU 
liqgfy have canmenced the battle by ao ' 
attackcimrthe out^posta of the eeemy^ but 
A<ggd^» imikk more eautioua policyt prefer* 
red teeeiving touaouakiiig the onset. Signals 
"trcte spen ht^d, that diey would not lodg 
watt for it IB vain* The Campbells could 
dirtiag^ial^ ia the gorge of the iiioi»(itains, 
ih6/war«tuQea» <tf various clans as they ad* ^ 
va«0ed^4o the onset That -^ the Came* 
roxi09 wh^ bears ibe ofntaoua words, ad* 
drifised ta^he wolves and ravens, <* Come 
to aae, and I ifl4U give you flesh," was loud* 
lyra-eehoedfroii'their native glens. Inth^ 
langu^e of the Highland bards^ the^ war 
voine ef Olengpiy #m not sd^at \ and th6 
gatiieriDg' taaes of other tribes could be 
plainly distiogoisliedy as they soccessiveljr 
fcadie. iq^ to the extremity of the passes 

froas arfaich they were to descend into the 

1 • • ... 

pi9MI* .. I . > 

^^oi^acey" lud Aifyle to Ms kinimeb. 
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<« it ift OS I sttd) we hffre only to deal ^Mfh 
oar neighbours ; Jame» Gf«Anm has^ aM 
iFentured to sliew «^ lils binnen*^ 

At tbia iDoaacftit tbere resoniided from the 
gorge of ^ paM a liVdiy flourish of triiBq»» 
els, in that note mHh #hick H was the aftt 
dent ScoMiih faafalofi to salute the fby«i 
standard. 

^ Yea aaay hesar, nqr lard/ the ei^udi*^ 
said £Kr Duncan Ganifibel}, « tikrat he \A0 
pretends to he the King^ Lieotenatitt wrnt 
be in person ammig these men.** 

^ And has prahably hor« with hiOK'* 
said Auehenhpsok) ^ whieh- I oonld not 
hatre antieipatedw 9nt shall , we took pals 
for thatt my lord, when we- have ^s to 
fght, and wrongs to revenge ?"* 

Ai^ie was silent, and looked opoa hit 
arm, which hung m a sash, owing to a^fiiB 
whieh he had sustaified in a pi^c6dteg 
asareh^ - 

*^ It is true," interrupted Ardentohr* 
eagerly V ^ niy Lord of Argyle, you are dis- 
abled from using either sword or pistol ; 



fW tmH tntke <» femird thegaUeyft^yDor 
liti^ i« pfeoiDW M) tti as » hracbr^yfKir hand 
ejiiiTOt be iia^fid to us m m loldierb" / 

^^ Niv" Mid Afg]rifi, pdde eootewtiof 
tntb ktmokitUmf *^ it riisll novcor he oiid 
4bit I Aid beli»re lAoatooH r if I oanatt 
<igiit» I iriU %t least die in the midst of 117 
children/' 

Alveral olbtr fvineipil ohiefs of the 
'dftmplNdls, mith omo Tmc»» oocjund mad 
•bt^alcd their dhieftain to lewe tbeit ftr 
that day to the leading of^ Asdwo'fcSx .mA 
idludiieQfaffeokt and to bisfaoid the caooAict 
ftbiD a ^stance aad la aafetif ^f^We dmt 
not itigittatixa Arg^ with paifeiooiitijr 
^^oxt thoii^ his Vie was marked by oh 
action of bravery, yet he behaved with so 
liiiieh comipoflure and dignity la the fiodi 
and eloaing scene, that his cjqndnet upon 
the present ahd similar occasion^ should be 
rather imputed to indecision thatt t& laattt 
of oourage. But whesi the amatl 0iU voice 

mkhut aman^ own^fareatf, which teHshim 



Aftt liift life isttf ootiiteqoetKie tb hiteiieWf» 
iOMnicA by tbat cf mttobiers aroutad hiif; 
who assure bim that it is^bf equstl ad^aiftl^ 
t0 the pQblic, bkti^jr aAnrds tniby exim- 
pin t>f meo ' ni<»ie habitually darit^ t^ff 
J^tgylet "who birre consiilted s^l&p^sen^ 
imn wkea the temptatioiis to if ^ete iHf 
pMrerfuUy increased. . k-^- 

t * See Mm on boatd/ i€ yo^t #illi Sir Dfemi 
daoiy^aaid Aocbenbreck to bis kifl)inita;''^¥^ 
, iiMiBt' preveoi this s^rtt firom'spfeaEKiij^ ftitfr- 
Uier'amMg us/' - i 

. , Sb saying, he 4hrew himsdf awoog tbe 
nsdca, ebtreattng, catiuAandidgi and cotgth 

w 

ifbg live sotdiefSyHo H^nidtobeVtheir £knci(^ff' 
finne and their present' superiority i tbcf 
vttddgB they had to revenge, if sijNecesitfbl^ 
aoft the fite they had to dread, tf vanquisbu '' 
ed ; and imparting to every bosom a pof- ' 
tiuiof;^fiie which glowed in his own. 
iSii^wly, meanwhile, and appireody' witji re^ 
IcK^tance, Argyle suiered ^imadf to br 
fm^d by his offieida^ kitismeti td 'thb^ 
verge of the lakei and Was transposed' dti^^ 



I 

l)Ofif4.o£ atgallf^y, 4ran(i the.die<d:iof wKksh 
}^ fiurvey^ Wjitb more.w&ty tba» oreiit 
ihe scene which . ensued. . ^ 

Sir Duncan Campbell of Ardenmhr, oofc* 
yrithfitaudiog the urgency. of t]M iQccasimiy 
^|(Kyi ,i^4h his eyes f iv^ed on the bcnft 
;«^ic;h^ \^p h^ chi^ai^ from the fidd of 
battle. There were fi^Uogs in hia hmocw 

iiduch (^ould Qo^ be exprewed > ftff the cha- 
fleeter of a,,chief was that, of a fiidftei^ and 
the heart of a clansman 4ur9t noti dwett. 
upon his failings with critical severitjr ai^ 
uppn tiiqsis of Qthi^r n^eiv . Ay^yl% too» 
h^sh and spye):^^ to othei;Sf wss genecomt 
ai^ U}>eral among hi/^ kiqsmen^ and tbt 
n(>hle heart pf 4xdenvohr^ was ;wruQg wttJi 
l^lk^r anguish, when hfi, reflfiicted to-wimt 
ii^erpre^tioi\ his .preaient coocloe^ mi^t 
sut^ect him. 

*\ It is better i^^sbpuld be spw? said he ta 
hia[Wf If^ d^vopjriqg kh Q.wn eiwtion ; " but 
-..J— ot;h^s line , of a hundred, sires, I kaov 
ng|;jon(^:who fvoujd haire ipetirfd while the 
bij^er of Diarmid i^^aved in the wind I'' 



A *6ud iAimtmw edmpeUed -.him totBm, 
mad tx> iiasteii wilii ^ dispatch «q Ms pos!^ 
which was on the rigtft ftank^ of ll:rgyii!% 
Ikde army. 

Tke rebPeat of Arg}4e had not passed 
imcbservdd by his watchful enemy, wha, 
ocdipying the superior ground, eocdd mark 
every eirca«i8taifice which passed below. 
The movement ^f three or Jtbnr horsemen 
to tha r^ar shewed that those who retreat^ 
ed we« «ien of rank, 

M Thftv are gwig,^ said Dalgetty, ^ to 
put their horses out of danger^ like prudenf 
cavaliers. Yonder goes Sir Duncan Campr 
bell, riding a brown hsty gelding^ which I 
had marked for my own second charger.* 

^•You are wrong, Msgor," said Mdni 
trose; with a bitter smile, ** they are living 
their precious chief,-— Give the signal for 
assault instantly — send the word through 
the ranks.— Gentlemen, noble Chiefs, Glen- 
gary, Keppocb, M'Vourigh, upon them in;. 
stantly !— -Rideto M'llduy, Major Dalgetty, 
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Md tell him to charge^ as he loves Locha* 
ber — return and bring our handful of horse 
to my standard. They shall be placed with 
the Irish as a reserve/' 



,t 
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CHAPTER XL 



Ai meetsA lock % Aoun&d waTet, io IbibIUI metLodU 



The trumpets and bag-pqpe?» those cF^e^ 
morous harbingers of hlood and death, at 
once united in the signal for onset, which 
was replied to by the cry of more than two 
thousand warriors, and the echoes of the 
mountain glens behind them. Divided into 
three bodies, or columns, the Highland 
followers of Montrose poured from the de- 
files which had hitherto concealed them 
from their enemies, and rushed with the 
^tmost determination upon the Campbells^ 
who waited their charge with the greatest 
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HH&ness. Behind these chargiDg columns 
^marched in line the Irish, under Colkitto, 
intended to form the reserve. With them 
was the royal standard, and Montrose him- 
self ; and on the flanks were about fifljr 
horse, under Dalgetty, which by wonder- 
iul exertions had been kept in some sort 
fit for service* 

The right column of royalists was led 
bgr jGlengary, the lef(.by I^cbieU ^nd (he 
<!6litre by the Earl of Menteith, who pre- 
ferred fighting on foot in a Highland dress 
to reinaining with the cavalry. 

The Highlanders poured on witli the 
pyroyerbial fury of their country, firing- 
their guns, and discharging their arrows, 
at a littie distance from the enemy, who 
received the assaqlt with the most deter- 
mined gallantry.' Better provided with 
musquetry than their enemies, stationary 
also^ and therefore taking the more deci- 
sive aim, the fife of Argyle's followers was 
more destructive than that which they sus- 
jtained. The clans, perceiving this, rushed 
to close quarters, and succeeded on two 
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pbitits in ^rowitig tbeir entmies infte dis- 
order. With regular troops this must h«re 
achieved a victorjrj fctft hetc HigWa«d«ra 
were opposed to Highlanders, and' l3ie na- 
ture of &e weapons, as' weff afi the aglitjr 
of those Who wielded^ theor, was eqtiaf eM 
both sides. 

Their strife was accOTdingi]r despeiltte ; 
and the clash of the swords and- axes^ as 
they encountered^ eich other, ot mtig^ u|k>ii 
the targetsr, was tidingled with the sfabn, 
wild, animating shrieks with< wfaidi' IfigR- 
landers accoilipany vibtent exertion of any 
kind. Many of the foes^ opposed were per* 
smially wquainted; and' sotight to match 
themselves with each otiier from motives 
of hatred, or a more generous emulktfoil 
oF valour. Nieither party would retreat 
ail inch, while the place of those who 
fell (and they fell fast on both sides) was 
eagerly ' supplied by others, ^who thronged 
to the front of danger. A^steam, like 
tHat which arises from a seething caldron, 
rose into the thin, cold, frosty aii^ and'ha' 
vered above the combatants. 
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^So stood tite %ht on tfie rigftt and the 
cein^re, wkh n& imniedistte consequence, 
eisoepir tnutai wounds and death. 

Oh the right ef the Campbelis, the 
ftnigfbt cy^ Ard'enrohf obtained some ad^ 
YBnttge^ throifgK hiis mSS^txtj skill and b^ 
strenglk of ntiffiber ?• He had nraved fbf- 
"wmd obliq^iefy the'extreme^flink of his line 
at tii^ insknt the Royalists were about to 
clMev so that they 'sustained' « fire at onceoii 
front and^ in Am^y and, dea|^ the- utmost 
eS^tiB^ ci theiF leader, were Mirown into 
sows eonfuMon'. At this* instant, Sir Dun« 
dm Camfto^gtLV^ tbe word tor charge, and . 
thlM iMieifipeGiledly Bsade the attecfi at the 
vtfrjF nvomeht be seemed about to receive 
ifcr SUcii a changef of circumstsmces is al- 
\M3^ diseonragihgi and often fatak But 
th€ disorder was remedied by the advance 
ofi the Iri^ reserve, whose heavy and sus- 
tained ire comjpdled the Knight of Ar- 
dbavohr to ^r^o his adVantage, and con- 
tent Imnseit^ with- repulsing his enemy. The 
JNlan^nis in*tfiemeanwhile, avaiKng himself 
of some scattered birch trees, as well as of 
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the 6moke produced by the close fire, of the 
Irish musquetry, which concealed the ope- 
ration, called upon Dalgetty to follow hiio. 
with the horse, apd wheeling round so af 
to gain the right flank and even the rear c^ 
the enemyi he commanded hia six trumpets 
to sound the charge* The clang of the ca« 
vali;y trumpets, and the noise of the gaUc^ 
i|ig of the horse^ produced an effect upon 
Argyle's right wing which no o|h^ souodb 
could have impressed them with. The 
mountaineers of that {>eri0d' had a super- 
stitioiis dread of the war-horse, like that 
ent^tained by the Peruviana, and. had 
m^ny strange ideas refipecting the manner 
in which that animal was trsUned to comba^ > 
When, therefore, they> found their ranks 
unexpeotedly broken, |ind that; the ols^cts 
of their greatest terror werp suddenly ipi 
the midst of them* the panic, in spite of 
Sir Duncsm's a|;tempts to stop it, l^ecame 
uoiversaL Indeed, the figure ^pfM^jor 
Dal(^tty alone, sheathed in impeqetrable 
arowur, and qoiaking his hor&e qarf cole foA 
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bound, to as to give weight to every blow 
wKicfa heatruck, would have been a noveU 
ty in itself sufficient to terrify those who 
had never seen anything more nearly re- 
sembiii^ such a cavalier, than a skelty wad- 
dling under a Highlander far bigger than 
Itsetfl The repulsed Royaliats returned to 
thb charge ; the Irish, keeping thetf ran^d, 
inaintained a fire equally close and destruc* 
tive. There was tto sustaining tlie Ight 
longer. Argyle's fbllowers began to break 
and fty, mosC towards the lake, the remain- 
der in different dir^tiona. The defeat of 
the right wing, of itself decisive^ waa jen* 
dered Irreparable by the death of Auchen- 
breckg who fell while endeayoufing to re- 
store order. 

The Knight of Ardenvobr, with two or 
three bundled men, all gentlemen of de- 
scent aad diatingoiahed gallantry, endef^ 
Voured, with ufiavailing herofsnif to cover 
ihe.tumuHuttry retreat of the common ifile. 
l^ir res6iuiion only proved fatal to theo}^ 
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selves, as they were charged again and 
again by fresh adversaries, and forced se- 
parate from each other^ until at length their 
uim seemed only to be to purchase an ho- 
nourable death by resisting to the very 
last. 

<< Good quarter. Sir Duncan," called out 
Major Dalgetty, when he discovered hia 
late host, with one or two others, defend- 
ing himself against several Highlanders ; 
and, to enforce his offer, he rode up to him 
with his sword uplifted. Sir Duncan's re- 
ply was the discharge of a reserved pistol, 
which took effect not on the person of 
the rider, but on that of his gallant horse, 
which, shot through the heart, fell dead 
under him. Ranald MacEagh, who was 
one of those who had been pressing Sir 
Duncan hard, took the opportiinity to cut 
him down with his broad-sword, as he turn- 
ed from him in the act of firing the pistol. 
^ Allan M'Aulay came up at this moment. 
They were, excepting Ranald, followers of 
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hia brother who were engaged on that part 
oftbedeid. " Villains 1" he said, «« which 
of you hias dared to do this, when it was my 
positive order that the Knight of Arden- 
vobr. should be taken alive ?" 

Half-a-dozen of busy hands, which were 
QQdulousIy employed in plundering the fall- 
en. Knight, whose arms and accoutrement 
were c^a magniScence befitting hiii quality/ 
instantly forebore the occupation, and half 
the number of voices exculpated them- 
selves, by laying the blame on the Skye-* 
man^ as they Cd^ed Ranald MacEs^h. 

<* Dog of an Islander !" said Allan, for- 
getting, in his wrath, their prophetic bro- 
therhood, "follow the cbace,/and harm 
Mm.np farther, uidess you mean to die by 
my hand." They were at this moment left 
almosft alone ; fot Allan's threats had forced 
hia^wu clan fmip die spot, dnd all ariound 
had pressed onwards towards the lake, car- 
ryittg befi»i^ them noise, terror, and confu^ 
skNQ, and leaving befaind only the dead and 
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dyrfig. The inomeii4 w« tempting (o Mao* 
Bagh'8 vengeful splrit.-»r-" That I Bboold 
die by jour band, red lis it is wkh the blood 
of ihy Icindred," s^ad he/ assfimiiig the 
threat of Allan /m d tone as inehadBg !» 
his own, *' is not more Hk^ly than iAkinb you 
should fall by mine." Wkh that, h# sMttck 
2A M'AuIay vfi&i such unei^pectlfd ioAdi- 
neds». that he hud sbaree time to iBisrc«)|it 
the blow with his tstfg^. 

«« Villain !" said Altm^ ill askEHfMmiestt 
" what means this ?^' 

<« I am Ranald of t3sa MiM^'^asawferad the 
lale^n^Hy repeatidg the kiMf f m^&f viibthRt 
word, they -engagi^ itt eiwe Ani fiydito 
conflict/ It seeiiied U b« discar^iBd, febit ia 
Allan M'Aulay had arisim the ^ntoger of 
his niotber's wnmgs apea tikis wild tsflie^ 
as was proved by tke isabe ^tte prdteot^ 
as weli as of fortoer tAuAM»^ Aiter &b^ 
changing a fi^wbtov^^ RanfaidMai^Bsgtiww 
prostrated by a deep wmittd oti tb^ dknU i 
aod M^ Atilay^ settiilg lib fOdt <m himt vhm 
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:bftdy» wb^P the ipoint of the weapon was 
.lifju^ up ky » tliird party, who suddealy 
mi^fiiomdr This W9a qo other than Major 
ihlgeUy$ ¥fbQ^ stunn^ by the faU, and en- 
cumbered by the dead body of his horse, 
frndm^ xwovQvM hk legs aad his under- 
fitftodiftg. *^. Hold i»p yeur swjord/' said he 
to M'Aulay, *^ aiKl prc^udiGe this fierson 
i» f»rtl;^r, im cespect that he is here m my 
fisile <siM)d[iiet> ,md in bis £xeeUancy's ser- 
vioe; and in regard .that no honpurahie 
cayoAkf is at hbefty^ by the law fnartial, to 
avexige bi^ own f^riyate injuries, Jlagretnie 

. . 4< Fiiol !? said Allan, *^ sta^d aside, and 
^um aot te ^oame )befeween the tiger andliis 
prey/' 

-Bat, feix from quittiiig his point, Dalget1:y 
stept across due fallen^ody ctf * MadSagb, and 
ga\se AllaQ to vm^crstand^ that if* he call- 
ed dumsdf a lifer, 'he wras likely, at pre*;* 
seot> to &id a Uom in Us p^b* Thei^e re^ 
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quired no more than the gesture and tone 
of defiance to turn the whole rage of the 
military Seer against the person who was 
opposing the course of his vengeance, and 
blows were instantly exchanged without 
farther ceremony. 

The strife betwixt Allan andMacEaghhad 
been unnoticed by the stragglers around, 
for the person of the latter was known to 
few of Montrose's followers ; but fiie scuffle 
betwixt Dalgetty and him, both so well 
known, attracted instant attention; and 
fortunately, among others, that of Montrose 
himself, who had come for the purpose of 
gathering tpgether his small body of horw, 
and following the pursuit down Loch-ML 
Aware of the fatal consequences of diss^i- 
sion in his little army, he pushed his horse 
up to the spot, and seeing MacEagh on the 
ground, and Dalgetty ia the attitude of 
protecting him against M^Aulay, his quick 
apprehension instantly caught the cause 
of (piarrel, and as instantly devised means 
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to stop it <^ For shame," he said, ** gentle- 
men cavaliers, brawling together in so glo- 
rious a field of victory ! — Are you mad ? Or 
are you intoxicated with the glory which 
you have both this day gained ?" 

*^ It is not my fault, so please your Ex- 
cellency," said Dalgetty. ** I have been 
known a btmus sodus^ a hon camaradoy in 
all the services of Europe ; but he that 
touches a man under my safeguard" ■ 

'< And he^" said Allan, speaking at the 
same time, ^* who. dares to bar the course 
of my j ust vengeance"—— 

<« For sham^, gentlemen," again repeat- 
ed Montrose ; ** I have other business for 
you both, ^ business of deeper import- 
ance than any private quarrel, which you 
may easily find a more fitting time to settle. 
.For yon. Major Dalgetty, kneel down." 

«* Kneel !" said Dalgetty ; " I have not 
le»med to obey that word of command, 
saving when it is given from the pulpit. In 
the Swedish discipline, the front-rank do 
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indeed kneel, bat only when the regkneot 
is drawn up six file deep.'' 

" NevertbeJeis,'' repeated^ Moiitro6e»~- 
*^ kneel down, in the name of King Cbarle» 
and of his representative." 

When Dalg ettjr reluctantly obeyed, Mx)n* 
trose struck him slightly on the neck with 
the fiat of his isword, saytng,^~>^< In rewarit 
of the gallant service of tliis day, and in tlie 
nam^ ^nd autlic^ity of our sovereign. King 
Charles, I dub thee knight j be brave, loyal, 
and fortunate. And now. Sir DugaJd Dal- 
getty, to your duty. Collect what horse- 
men yoQcao, and pursue sodi of the ene- 
my as xe (flying down the ^ide of the Lake. 
Do flbt disperse your force, nor venture 
too far; but take heed to prevent their 
rallying, which very Jittie exertion may do. 
Mount then. Sir Diigdd, aad do yoitr 
duty." ' ' 

^' Bat what BhaU I mount ?' said the new- 
made cisevalien '* Poor Gustavus sleefis 
in tbe bed of honour, like Ids immortal 
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namesake \ and I fim Wde a knight, a ri- 
der, as Ae Hig'h Dutch have it, ju»t when 
I h^Lve not a horse left t© ride upon.*^ 

" That shall not be eaid," answered Mon* 
tfose, dismoirnting ; ** 'I make you a pre- 
sent -of -my own, which bae been tfiought a 
goad .one ; only pray you, resume the ivttf 
you discharge so well.** 

With many acknowledgments, Sir Du^ 
galfl mounted the steed so Oiberally be- 
stowed upon him -; ^and only beseeching his 
Excellency to remember that MadEagh was 
under his safeeonduct, immediately began 
to execute the orders assigned to him, with 
great zeal and alacrity. 

^ And you, Allan M'Aulay," said Mon^ 
trose, addressing the Highlander, whoj 
leaning his sword-point on the ground, 
had regarded the ceceixiony of his smtagOn 
nwt's knighthood with a sneer of sullen 
scorn,— <•« you, who ar'C superior to the or. 
dihary men led 'by -the palltry motives of 
plunder, and pay, and personal distinction^ 

Li 
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—you, ^hose deepknowledge renders you 
80 valuable a counsellor, — ^is it ywi whom.1 
find striving with a man like Dalgetty, for 
the privilege of trampling the remains of 
life out of so contemptible an enemy as lies 
there? Come, my friend, I have oth^ 
work for ypu* This victory, skilfully im- 
proved, will win Seaforth to our party. It 
is not disloyalty, but despair* of the' good 
cause, that has induced him to take arms 
against us. These arms, in this moment of 
better augury, he may be brought to unite 
with ours. I send my gallant friend, Colo** 
nel Hay, to him, from this very field of 
battle, but he must be united in comims-^ 
sion with a Highland gentleman of rank, 
befitting that of Seaforth, and of talents 
and of influence such as may make an im« 
pres^iOjQ upon him. You are not only in 
every respect the fittest for this most iot- 
portant mission, but, having no immediate 
command, your presence may be more 
easily spared than that of a Chief whose 
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following is in the field. You knew every 
pass and glen in the Highlands, as well at 
the manners and customs of every tribe. 
Go therefore to Hay, on the right wing } 
he has instructiona, and expects you. You 
will find him with Glenmorrison's men ; 
Be his guide, his interpreter, and his col* 
league.'' 

. Allan M^Aulay bent on the Marquis a 
dark and penetrating glance, as if to ascer- 
tain whed&er this sudden mission was not 
conferred for some latent and unexplained 
purpose. But Montro86» skilful in searching 
the motives of others, was an equal adept in 
coaaoealipg his own. He considered it as 
of die last consequence, in this moment of 
enthusiasm and exalted passion, to remove 
Allan from the camp for a lew days, that 
he might provide, as his honour required, 
fi»r the safety of those who had acted as his 
giudes, when he trusted the Seer's quarrel 
with D^lgQtty might be easily made up. 
Allan, at parting, only recommended to the 
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Mftrqmi^ thb care of &ir DtmraB Graofibei^ 
whom MofttMfie instatitly dkeoled take 
co.nvfjed to a plaoe 0( mfety. He took 
th£ same pvewntum £at HacJEagh, neoHHJ^ 
ting tbie }fitte]?5 ih&wevier^ to a pa^tj cii'tiie 
Irish^ with disecticma that he sbnuld be tai- 
ken cave of^ Uatthat bd Highlandee, of aojr 
clan, should have access to- him*. 

Tin^ MarindB isS^m mDUfskcd .a led ihoisei. 
wbicb ivas held by one ^* his sttieadanli^ 
and irode on to view tbe «ecn^e. ef his vieh 
iory^ If faich' waa MDse dectedvae thfln «Mta» 
his acdaiill ifaopea 'had auticipatedL HM Acw 
gyle!i» ^ttsmt 0swy of .ifaree thoasand mes^ 
iully one-ba^ fell ia the ba4!lJe» ^or m ^tbe* 
fligb^* Tfa^iba4 been ciliieflf^riveb^adc 
upon lAat pait iof the ^km where &edMr 
fbi^msan angte with the^kike^so that tlieie 
was no free ^fvenii^ ekher :£»r fcto^e^ or 
esoape^ Sevemthufidredsweeeiforeed^iDto 
the lake and <iM^Bed.^ Of the eurittMM^ 
about m»s-hal£ escaped hf swimaMiig the^ 
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wimif *ar by ae nearly flight aloqg .the left 
bank <«f the kike. The resnaieder threw 
themselves into the oM Castle of Invert 
lochy ; but being without either provisions 
or hopes of relief, they were obliged to sur- 
render, on condition of being suffered to 
return to their homes in peace. Arms, 
ammunition, standards, and baggage, all 
became the prey of the conquerors. 

This was the greatest disaster that ever 
befell the race of Diarmid, as the Camp- 
bells were called in the Highlands ; it 
being generally remarked that they were as 
fortunate in the issue of their undertakings, 
as they were sagacious in planning, and 
courageous in executing them. Of the num^ 
ber slain, nearly five hundred were dunni- 
wassels, or gentlemen claiming descent 
from known and respected houses. And^ 
in the opinion of many of the clan, even 
this heavy loss was exceeded by the dis*- 
grace arising from the inglorious conduct 
of their Chief, whose galley weighed anchor 
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when the dny was lost, and sailed down the 
lake with all the speed to which sails and 
oars could impel her. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

Faint the din of battle bmfdf 

Distant down the hoUow wind ; 
War and terror fled before^ 

Wounds and death remained behind. 

PEWRoax^ 

Montrose's splendid success over his 
powerful rival was not attained without 
some loss, though not amounting to the 
tenth ofwhat he inflicted. The obstinate va- 
lour of the Campbells cost the lives of many 
brave men of the opposite party ; and 
more were wounded, the chief of whom was 
the brave young Earl of Menteith, who bad 
commanded the centre. He was but light<- 
ly touched however, and made rather a 
graceful than a terrible appearance when he 
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presented to his general the standard of 
Argyle, which he had taken from the stand- 
ard-bearer with his own hand, and slain him 
in single combat Montrose dearly loved 
his noble kinsman, in whom there was con- 
spicuous a flash of the generous, romantic, 
disinterested chivalry qf the old heroic 
times, entirely diflFerent from the mercena- 
ry, calculating,, and, selfish chadtiaoter which 
the practice of entertaining mercenary 
troops had introduced into most parts of 
£urQpe,imd of which degeneracy Scotland, 
who furnished soldiers of fortune for the ser- 
vice of almost every nation, had been conta- 
minated wi<!h a more than usual i^are. Mon* 
trose, whose native spirit wastongenisfl, al- 
though experience had taught him *how tri 
avail himself of the motives of others, used' 
to Mcnteith neif h^ the language of praise 
nor of promise, but clasped him to his bosom 
as' he exclaimed, " My gallant kinsman 1^ 
And 'by this burst of heartfelt applause 
was Mcnteith thrilled with a warmer glow of 
delight, than if his praises had been recordU^ 

11 
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&1 m a report of die isiction sent dii^ctiy to 
the throne of his soveiieigti. 

** Kothing," he said, ^ ray lord, now 
seems to remain in which I casi render any 
assistance, permit me to look after a duty 
of humanity— -fthe KnigJitof Arde^ivohr, w 
I am toldi is our prisoner^ and severely 
wpumled.'* 

'< And well he deserves to be so/' said 
iSdr Dugald Dalgetty, who came up to them 
at that moment with a prodigious addition 
of acquired importance, •• sxiice he shot my 
good horse at die moment that i was ofier- 
tng him hoiUBUrable quarter, which« I fnust 
need» say, ^was done moiie likie a» ignoraat 
HighiaadCa;teranjWhohasiiot«eDseenougii 
to erect a sconce for the proteet^on jof his 
old hurley- house of a castle, than iflcea 
soldier of <w(H'th and quality »" 

<* Are we to eoodk>le with you the«^'' 
fiaid Lord Menteit^, ^ upon the ^s of the 
ftfiied Ou^tavus 7* 

^\ Even so, tny lord,^' answered the coidier 
with a de^p ^gh, «<' Ihem eUm$it m^mpw* 
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munh as we said at the Mareschal CoU^e 
of Aberdeen. Better so than be smothered 
like a cadger's poney in Some flow-moss, or 
snow-wreath» which was like to be his fate if 
this winter campaign lasted longer. But it 
has pleased his Excellency (making an in- 
clination to MontrosCji) to supply his place 
by the gift of a noble steed, whom I have 
taken the freedom to name < Layaltjf^s Re- 
wirdi in memory of this celebrated occa- 

sion." 

^ •* I hope," said the Marquis, " you*U 
find Loyalty's Reward, since you call him 
so, practised in all the duties of the field,-— 
but I must just hint to you, that at this 
time, in Scotland, loyalty is more frequent- 
ly rewarded with an halter, than with an 
horse." 

^^ A hem ! your Excellency is pleased to 
be facetious. I^oyalty's Reward is as per- 
fect as Gustavus in all his exercises, and of 
a far finer figure. Marry ! his social quali- 
ties are less cultivated, in respect he has 
kept till now inferior company." 
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*^ Not meaning his Excellency the Grene^ 
ral, I hope/* said Lord Menteith. " For 
shame, Sir Dugald !*• 

** My lord," answered the Knight grave- 
\y, *< I am incapable to mean anything so 
utterly misbecoming. What I asseverate is^ 
thai his Excellency having the same inter* 
course with his horse during his exercise, 
that he hath with his soldiers when train- 
ing them, may form and break either to 
every feat of war which he chooses to pmc- 
ttce, and accordingly that this ntfble charger 
is admirably managed. But as it is the in* 
tercourse of private life that formeth the so- 
cial character, soldo not apprehend that of 
the single soldier to be much polished by 
the conversation of the corporal or the ser- 
geant, or that of Loyalty's Reward to have 
been much dulcified, or ameliorated, by the 
society of his Excellency's grooms, who be- 
stow more oaths, and kicks, and thumps, 
than kindness or caresses, upon the animals 
entrtisted to their charge, whereby' miany a 
generous quadruped, rendered as it wert 



imMnthropic^ mtw:fe§t$ durif^g ihe rest of 
his life a greAif r Mw^ t9 fckk and bite^Ms 
master, than to love and ta honoar hm*^ 

^ Spoken like an oracle/' said Moiiftrase. 
" Were there m academy fw the educo- 
iioir of horse* t^ be annealed to the l^ii^e- 
adial 0(Aleg€ of Ahetikm$ Sk Dujpld 
Ddlgetty s^ne shpuld fiU the chw*.'' 

<< Boeaufle^ being aa ass," Baid M^ntdtb, 
eiHde to Uia GMiieral» ^ itiiere would be 
aome distant relatimi between tbe pro^Mta- 
ct and the atudefits.^^ 

" And now, with your £Kel)ene«f*s per- 
mi srsion," said the new-made Knigbti «< 1 
ttm going io p9>y my last visit to tiie re- 
BUiiafs of My old companion in aMns.** 

•• Not with the purpose of going throt^ 
thececemonial of ii^ennent,'* sadd the Mar- 
qfots, who did not know how &r ;Sir Dm- 
gaud's enthusiasm might lead hkn ; ^ eoB- 
jider^ our brave feUows th^maelves will have 
bata hasty burial." 

^ Yioiir Excetiency will "pairdoii inoe,** said 
Da%etty $ ^ my purpose is iess fMsantie. 



I go to dii/4de poor Oostavus's legaey with 
ibe fowls of hcuvmy leating the flesh t0 
thetfiy ttd rcservii^ to myself his hide ^ 
which) in tofceti of afieetiotiate renmn.^ 
brnttcoi I pvrpole to fdrm ioto a cttteodc 
afMl trowseifi^ after the Tartar fitshion^ to 
bo worn utnler my araiour, in respect my 
nether garments are st pvesent sbataefiiily 
th« wortfe for the wean Alas I poor Ghia- 
tavos^ why didst thou not live at least <me 
hour more, to have borne the bomMimd 
wigight of knighthood upMi thy loins T 

Ho was now ttiraing away» when the 
Marquis ealled after hiin>'^<^ As yon aie 
n^t likely Co be anticipated in tins act of 
kiiidtaeBs, Sir Dogald, to yoar old friend 
aAii «:ompattk>iit I tmst,*^ said the Marfuts^ 
^'y&a w^l fifst assist ase^ and our principal 
frionds^ to discoss some of Argyle^ good 
cheer, of which we have fouad abinsdatee 
ii> the (^stle." 

^^ Most willingly, please your ExceHeii- 
cy/' Said Sir Dugald ; *^ as meat and mass 
n€Ver bidder work. Nor^ Indeed^ am laftaM 
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that the wolves or eagles wHl begin an on* 
slaught on Guttavos to-night, in regaapd 
tiher^ is so much better cheer lying dl 
around.«-*But»" added1ie» << as I am to meet 
two honourable knights of England, with 
others of the knightly degree in your lofd- 
ship's army, I pray it may be explained to 
them, that now, and in future, I claim pre- 
cedence over them all, in resj^ect-of my 
rank as a Banneret, dubbed in a field of 
stricken battle.'* 

<* The devil confound him !" said Mcm- 
trose, speaking aside ; ** he has contrived 
to set the kiln on fire as fast as I put it out. 
—This is a point, Sir Dugald," said he, 
gravely addressing him, ^' which I shall 
reserve for his Majesty's express consida- 
ation : in my camp, sdl must be upon equa- 
lity, like the Knights of the Round Table j 
and take their places as soldiers shcmld, 
upon the principle of, first come first ser- 
ved*" 

<• Then I shall take care," said Men- 
te|th apart to the Marquis, << that Don Du^. 
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gald is not &st in place to day. — Sir Da«^ 
gald," added he, raising his voice, << as 
you say your wardrobe is out of repair, 
had you not better go to the enemy's bag; 
gage yonder, over which there is a guard 
placed ? I saw them take out an excellent 
buff suit, embroidered in front in silk and . 
silver*** 

** Veto a Dies ! as the Spaniard says," ex- 
daimed the Major,^< and some beggarly gil* 
ly may get it while I stand prating here." 

The prospect of booty having at once 
driven out of his head both Gustavus and 
the provant, he set spurs to Loyalty's Re- 
ward, and rode off through the field of 
battle. 

** There goes ftie hound," said Menteitb, 
** breaking the face, and tramphng on the ' 
body, of many a better man than himself; 
and as eager on his sordid spoil as a vul- 
ture that stoops upon carrion* Yet this 
man the world calls a soldier — and you, 
my lord, select him as worthy of the ho- 
nqurs of chivalry, if such they can at this 
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dtkj be tef Qsed. You itf ve iMde. tke coillar 
of kniji^tbood the deccration of a locre 
btood-hound/' 

. «< What can I do ?'^ said Montrose. , <^. I 
had no baoiet to give him, and I caofipt 
folkm the ciiase aiMe. Besides^ the ^g 
has good jquaHties*- 

<* If nature has given him such ^'^ .said 
Meat^thi ^^Jaabib has. coa vested tiiem into 
feelings of. iotense selfi^ess^ He may 
be punct^ioits- concerning his^ refinatationft 
aiid brave ia the executioa jci hi^ duty, 
but it is OKftlj because without tbese i|«i- 
litses he omnot rise ip seiviee ;-«H9ay^ his 
very benevidlence is selfish ; be may defend 
hi$ companion while he kept his feet, twrt 
the instant he is down, SrDMgald will 
be as ready to ease him of his pHiM, as 
he^ is to cocwert the skin of Qwtavos mto 
a boff Jerkiiu'' ^ 

** And yet, if all thas wei«,true, oousiB," 
answered Montrose, «' ^ere is something 
comrenient in commsiiding a soldier, upon 
wliose motives and springs, ^ a<uion y^ 
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ean calculate to mathematical certainty. A 
fine spirit like yours, my cousin, alive to a 
thousand sensations to which this man's is 
as impervious as his corslet, — it is for them 
that thy friend must fee], while he gives his 
advice.** Then, suddenly changing his tone, 
be asked Menteith when he had seen An-- 
liot Lyle. 

The young Earl coloured deeply, and 
answered, " Not since last evening, — ex- 
cepting," he added, with hesitation, •'for 
one moment, about half an hour before 
tlie battle began " 

*« My dear Menteith,** said Montrose 
very kindly, " were you one of the gay ca- 
valiers of Whitehall, who are, in their way, 
as great self-seekers as our friend Dalgetty, 
should I need to plague you with enquiring 
into such an amourette as this ! it would 
be an intrigue only to be laughed at. But 
' this is the land of enchantment, where nets 
strong as steel are wrought out of ladies' 
^tresses, and you are exactly the destined 
knight to be so fettered. This poor girl is 

YOL. IT. M 
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ed to captiirate your r<^m&nUq temper, — 
Tou cftHBOt thiok of i^juriag her— you 
cannot think of marrying her ?' 

<« My Jord,** j^plied Mepteitb, «• you 
have repeatedly urged this JeM> for 80 I 
trust i|; is me^nt, $oo)ewhat bey<9td bofiiids. 
AnnotLyle is of unknown birth, — ^^^ptiye, 
•f-the daughter, probably, of some obscure 
outlaw ; a d^eddant pn the hospitality of 
the M'Aulays/' 

«• Do not be fingry, M^ntei.th/' said the 
Marquis, interrupting him ; " you love the 
classics,i;hough not educated at Mareschal 
College.; and you may remember hpw 
many gallant hearts captive hes^uty has 
subdued : — 

' Movit Ajacem Telam<»)e itatum. 

Forma captive?^ domimim, Tecmes&se.— - 

In a word, 1 am seriously anxious about 

this~-I should ttot have time perhaps,'' he 

said very gravely, ** to trouble yop with 

my lectures on the subject, were your feel- 

10 



i0gl> and thpsepf ADuoty abne mt^reated ; 
but you have a dangerous rival in Allan 
M'Aulay ; and th«re is no .knowing to 
wluit extent he may carry his resentment. 
It is my duty to teU you that the King's 
service maybe much prejudiced by disaetw 
sions betwixt yqu." 

<* My lord,** said Menteith, *' I know 
what you mean is kind and friendly } I hope 
you will be satisfied when I assure you, 
that Allan M^Aulay and I have discussed 
this circumstance; ^nd that I have, ex- 
plained to him/ that it is , utterly remote 
from my character to entertain dishonour- 
able views concerning this unprotected fe^ 
male ; so, on the otbef hatu}» the obscurity 
of her birth prevents my thinking of lier 
ijpon other terms* I wiU not disguise from 
your lotdship^ ^iiliat:! .hftva^not d^pibfed 
&om M^Aulayt-N^bat iCAnnot Lyle.were 
born a lady, she abould share my. name 
and rank ; as matters: titand^ it is impos- 
sible. This expUnatioDy I trusti.will satis- 
fy your lordsbipi u it has satisfied a }esa 
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rea$onable perscm/' MQDtrQse shrugged 
his shoulders, 

<* And like true champions in romance,'' 
he said, ** you have agreed, that you ate 
both to worship the same mistress^ as idor 
lators do the same image, and that neither 
shall extend his pretensions further." 

<< I did not go so far, my lord," answer-^ 
ed Menteith-^*^ I only said in the present 
circumstances, — ^and there is no prospect of 
thar being changed,-i*l could, in duty to 
myself and family, stan^ in no relation to 
Annot Lyle^ but as that of friend or bro- 
tJier—^but your lordship must excuse me; 
I bave/? «aid he^ looking at his aim, round 
wbich he had tied his handkerchief, ^< a 
slight hurt %o attend to*" 
.. ** A wound/' said Montrose, anxiously; 
^* let me see it.**- Alas !" he sai^, ^* I shouU 
ba;ve heard nothing of this, had I not ven* 
tured to tent and ^ound anoth^ more se- 
cret and more rankling one. Menteith, I 
am sorry for you-^I too haye known— but 
whait availi it to awake sorrows v^ch have 
long slumbered.^ 
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So saying, he shook hands if ith hid ilioblife 
kinsman, and i^alked into the castle. 

Annot Lyle, as was not unusual for fe*- 
males in the Highlands, was possessed of a 
slight degree of medical and even surgical 
skill. It may readily be beliieved that the 
profession of surgery, or medicine, as a se*" 
parate art, was unknown, and the few rude 
rules which they observed were intrusted 
to women, or to the aged, whom constant 
casualties afibrded tte> much oppor tufiity 
of acquiring experience. ITie carie and at- 
tention, accordingly, of Annot Lyle, her 
attendants, and others acting under her ^U 
fecdon, had made her services extretnfefy 
useful during this wild campaign/ AncI 
most readily had these services been rert- 
dered to friend and foe, wherever they 
could be most useful. She was now in an^ 
apartment of the castle, anxiously supeHli-' 
tending the preparation of vulnerary herb^, 
to be applied to the wounded ; receiving 
reports from different females respecli% 
those under thdr separate charge, and dis- 
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tribtttiog whftt meM8 shci bad for tben^^e- 
lief, when AUnn M'AuIttJr tuddenly etiteri 
ed tbe' apartment She s(aited« for she 
had heard that be had left the camfi upon 
a distant misgion } and, hotrever actiustam^ * 
ed' she was to the gldOm of bis coutlt^ 
nance, it seemed at present to have even it 
darker i^ade than usual; He stood before 
her perfectly silent» and she felt the neces*' 
sity of being the first to speak. 

^' I thought," she said, with some tfhtt, 
«< you had already set out.** 

^* My companion awaits me," said Allan ; 
" 1 go instantly •*• 

Yet still be stood htUxte her, itnd held 
her by the arm, with a pressure wMch,' 
though insufficient to give her pain, mad^ 
her sensible of his great personal strength, 
his band elosiDg on her like the gripe' tff a 
manacle* 

« Shall I take the harp ?*' she said, in a 
timid voice j ** is— is the ahudow fallings 
upon you ?" 

Instead of replying, he led her to the 
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wiAdoairoftheapartment^ which command* 
<0d a^iew of the field of the stain^ with all 
its hoti&fB^ 1% was thick spread with dead 
ami wouf^ed^addr the spoilers were busy 
tearitig the clothes from the victims of 
^ta and feudal amfoitiorH with as much in 
diffl^rance as if they had not been of the 
Mtie sj^ecieii aotl themselves exposed^ per* 
ha[^ to^MMTOW to the same fate. 
<* Does the sight please you V said M^* 

^ It is hideotts/V said Annot, covering 
her eye«r m%h her hnixds ; " How can you 
Wd' me' took upon it f* 

«♦ You must be enured to it/' said he, 
^ if you remain With this destined ho9t'~ 
yDU will soon have to search such a field 
for my brother^a^ corpse-^^or Menteith's~* 
f<^ mitie^«4>utr;that will be a more indiflfer* 
ent task^^You do not love me !" 

^ This is the first time you have taxed 
me with unkindness/' said Aonot, weep* 
feg* "You are my brother^-my preser 
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ver— my protector — ^and caa I then but 
love you ? But your hour of darkness is 

approaching, let me fetch my harp I ^" 

" Remain," said Allan, still holding 
her fast ; '* be my visioDS from heaven or 
hell, or from the middle sphere of disem* 
bodied spirits — or be they, as the Saxons 
hold, but the delusions of an overheated 

> # 

fancy, they do not now influence mej I 
speak the language of the natural, of the 
visible world. — You loye not me, Annot-r 
you love Menteith — by him you are be- 
loved again, and Allan is no more to yon 
than one of the corpses which encumber 
•yonder heath." 

It cannot be supposed that this strange, 
speech conveyed any new information to 
her who was thus addressed. No wqman 
ev.er lived who could not in the same cir- 
cumstances have discerned long since the 
state of her lover's mind. But by thus sud- 
denly tearing off the veil, thin as it was^ Al- 
lan prepared her to expect consequences 
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violent in proportion to the enthusiasm of 
his character. She made an effort to repel 
the charge he had stated. 

" You forget," she said, ^ your own 
worth and nobleness when you insult so 
very helpless a being, and one whom fate 
has thrown so totally into your power. You 
know who and what I am, and how impos- 
sible it is £hat Menteith or you can use lan- 
guage of affection to me, beyond that of 
friendship. You know from what unhap- 
py race I have too probably derived my 
existence." 

«« I wiM not believe it,'' said Allan, im- 
petuously ; " never flowed crystal' drop 
from a polluted spring.** 

** Yet the very doubt,'* pleaded Annoe, 
*^ should make you forbear to use this lan- 
guage to me." 

" I know," said' M^A«lay, «* it places a 
bar between us — but I know also that it di- 
vides you not so inseparably fronj Menteithl 
^ i— Hear me^my beloved Annot ! — ^leave this 
scene of terrors and dangerT-go with me 

M 2 
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to Kintail— I will place you in the house 
of the QoUe X«dy <tf Seaforth— or you shall 
be removed in safety td leolffikill, where 
some ^omen yfet devote theaisdved tothe 
worship of God> after the cwtom of our 
«ieesiors»" 

. /* You consider ftol what you «k of 
mep' JtepHed AAinotr ; ^* to «iidertake aooh A 
jmimey iinder yourbOie ^lainliataship^ w6re 
.to sbew roe kss scrapukms fbaft maiden 
oi^bt* I will renmin here» AUan«-*tere ui^ 
der the pUdtetCioti of the nobk Meo'trose ; 
and when his motions next approaidi the 
LowhindSf I will: eonttiii^ some proper 
means to relieve you of one^ who has» she 
knows not how, become an object of dis* 
like to you." 

AUan stood as if uncertain whether to 
give way to sympathy with her distresst or 
to anger at her resistance* 

« Annot/* he said, " you know too. well 
how little your words apply to my feelings 
towards jou-~bttt you avail yourself of your 

power, and yourijoicf ia my dejparture» as 
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removing a spy upon your intercourse with 
Menteith. But beware both of you," he 
added, in a stern tone ; *< for when was it 
ever heard that an injury was offered to 
Allan M'Aula^, fo/t w]U|ch h^ exacted not 
ten fold vengeance !" , 

. So saying, he pressed her a^m forcibly, 
puUe4^ the.boiinet o v^ i^k hmffi^ ^ijuisbrode 
out of the afontenenti . 
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CHAPTER XIIL 



After you're gone^ 



I grvw aoquadiited witb my hent, and fleereh'ct 
What atixr'd it so*— Alaa! I firaiid it lofia. 
Yet far firom luat, for ooold I bat haTe liyed 
In presence* of you, I had had my end. 

. 1 

Annot Ltlb had now to coBtefDphit6 
the terrible gulpb which Allan M 'Aiday's 
open declaration of love and jealou/iy had 
made to open around her. It seemed -us if 
she was tottering on Ae very brink of de- 
struction, and- was at once deprived of 
every refuge, and of all human assistance* 
She had long been conscious that she loved 
Menteith dearer than a. brother} indeed, 
how could it be otherwise, considering 
their early intimacy, — the personal merit 
of the young noblemauj— his a«ndaciu8 at- 
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tentions,«-^i)d bk infinite superiority in 
gentleness of disposition, and grace of man- 
ners, over the race of rude warriors with 
whom she lived ? But her affection was of 
that quiety timid, meditative character, 
which sought rather a reflected share in the 
happiness of the beloved object, thaojfofm* 
ed more presumptuous or daring hopes* A 
little Gaelic song> in which she expressed 
her feelings, has beeu translated by the^in* 
genious, ^nd unhappy Alexander McDo- 
nald; and we willingly transcribe the 
lines>~ 

k 

Wer't thou, like me, in life's low vale. 

With thee how bfest, that lot Fd share p 
With thee I'd flj wherever gale ' 

Could waft^ or boundinf g^Uey bear.. 
But parted by severe decree. 

Far different must our fortunes prove ;: 
' May thine be Joy — enough for me 

To weep and pray far him I love. 

The pangs this foolish heart must fep]», 
Whea hope shall be for ever flowns 
No sullen murmur shall reveal, 
• No selfirfi murmurs ever own. 
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•Ia|:e a. pale droo^g mourfttr wove^ 
While I can think my secret tears 
May wound the heart of him I love. 

The fbrious declaration of Altan had de- 
«ti>oyed the ram &n tic plan which she had 
fyrmed^ of nursing^ in secret her perislve 
tendwnesBy witbotit seeking any other re^ 
qttitri^ Ixmgf liefore this, she had dreaded 
ASiMp as JRfitrc^h a^ gi^aiitude, and a sense 
that oe Hbfliened ' towards h^r a temper so 
hanghty and so violent, couFd permit her 
to do ; but now'she regarded him with un- 
alloyed-terror, which a perfect knowledge 
of his disposition, and qf hi9 preceding his* 
tory, too well authorised her to entertain. 
Whatever was in Mher r^pectd the noUe- 
ness of his disporsition, he had never been 
known to resist the wilfulness of passion,— 
he walked in the hpiMie, and in the country 
of his fathers, like a tamed lion, whom no 
one dared to contradict, lest they should 
awaken bis natural vehemence of passion* 
So many years bad elapsed sifice he had. 



ex|>erieiiced anitradiotK»i^ or even expo»- 
tulatioQ, that probaUy nothing but the 
fttroQg good senfie^ which^ on all poiiitSy 
his mysticism excepted^ f(»?snf d the groimd 
of hift ch«i^0er» jpreye^ted his proviip^ nn 
annoyance and terror to the whole Aeigb* 
bauiihood.. But. AAJfiot had no ttnie to^dvireU 
iq^on^her feasfty bc^ iBtemifited by tbeisft^ 
tcan^^fe^of Sk Dagald J)atgetty» 

It may well be mfifof^^ Ibai; theseeMs 
ia which tbia penKKi hand pafsed hja firaner 
life, hadj3otii»Uj6bGalciilatedhjin.to,sUiie 
in feoi^ society* Pe hiins)dC |eHasoit 
of consciousness that the langu^f . qf. tbe 
barraipl^ guajrd-ixiom, and pasade^ Wf(si not 
proper to entertain Jadies.^ Thex)ply peace- 
ful part of hia life bad be(^ spent at Mtf 9^ 
schal CoUegCy Aberdeen; and heibadfiM- 
got the little he had learned tberet ex- 
cept the a];ts of darning his own hos^» a^d 
dispatching his. commons with umisual ce^ 
lentyi both which arts had sincebfen kept 
in good exercise by the neoessi^ of fre- 
qip»t practice. Still it was &Qm m iwh, 
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fetfktt recoTlefctioTi of what be had SLbqtxired 
durihg this pacific period, that he drew his 
^iottrces of conversation when in company 
with women; in other words, his language 
beeame pedantic when it ceased to be nift- 
-ntary. • ' '" 

<< Mistress Annot Ly le,** said he, up6ii the 
present occa»on, << I am just now like the 
tudf-pike, or spontoon of Achilles, one end 
-tit which cotild wound, and the other cure 
— *a property belonging neither to Spanish 
pike, brdwn-bitl, partrzan, halbert, Loch- 
abef-axe; or any other modern staff weapon 
whatever.**^ 

This complrment he repeated twice ^ but 
as Annot scarce heard him the first ti^^ 
-and did not comprehend him the second^ 
-he was obliged to explain. 
- ** J mean,** he said, ** Mistress Annot 
Lyie, that having been the means of an ho^ 
nourabtie knight receiving a severe wbiMl 
in this day's conflitrt;, — hd having pistolled, 
fliomewhat against the law of arms, my hbri^, 
which was named afier the^immorikl JSSdg 



I 



.q£ Sweiden*—! am desirous of procuriiig 
him such solaceiaent as you, madam, can 
yWPf^ljy yoiibeiog like the heathen god 
:£sculapius» (mestping possibly ApoUor) 
jBjdlfuljiot only in song and in milsiCs but 
in the more noble art of chirurgery — cp^ff^ 
f9^ per arbem dicarJ' * 

. r . " Jf you would have the goodneas to ^- 
plaim" sjsud AnoQt, top siqk at heart to|^ e 
,aqtms^d.by Sir Dugald's air^ of. pedantic 
gfdiantry. 

: ** That, madam," replied the knight, 
.<< may not be so ea9y> as I am ouJt 4)f the 
habit of construing — but we shall try? JX^ 

J^J — I remember ^aijj^ and^/^^/^rr* 
bi^t I believe 6i;^r stands in thi^ place for 
M, D., that, is Doctor of Phy;>ic.** 
_«• This is a busy day with us aU|" said 
Annot i " will you say e^t once \Mhat yqu 
>p.pt with me ?" 

« Merely," replied Sir IJugald, « th^ 
yoi^ will visit my brother knight^, and \^ 
;^w maiden bring soine m^icag^ep|;s-&r 
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bk wm»^, wUbhitfaiitateiis l»49ie'iplNd tte 

Amidt X^^le iiever lin^ittfcid m Ihe esmm. 
oihrntAnrltf. Sbe infinrmed hejEseilf hasl%i 
of the Bstuse ^|tfae iojufj^^nd intetestii^ 
herntf Iw tbecU^nifiedold oUef :iHimi^^^ 
had seen at Darlinva^aeb^. aad^^oacrfNM^* 
aenee bsaA so inficih stiuck^her^ iks haMm^ 
ed t4> losetlie sraiatr df «tor d;(^il amfinr £<» 
».ttiiie^ in the attam^ t6 ^be Cistffcil t# 
tber. 

Sir DugUd witiy^gti^at 'finm 

tiot Xr)^ to Chi ehambei* nf ^r pMie^e^ iti 

ifthich; to her sitirprise; ab^ ibund Lwd 
ItferHekbir She C0^1d not hd]^ tdtlAhig 
-duMplky M^the maetSinig^ but td^ hide hereon^. 
fmib% proceeded io^tafttly to essamine the 
wound of the Knight of Ardenvohr, and 
ediSUy^ satiiftfied h^aelf that it was beyond 
htt fifeill to cuife it } as foe Sir Dugald, he 
rctwaed to a faurge out-hou86, oa the flooir 
vi whi(^, uttong other Grounded men, was 
deposited the persMm of Rantdd of the Mitt. 

» mm old fidcn^," Mid the Kught* « «i 



»w?r 



A L£€«KD OF uonnjoiE. ^S$ 

I toH job' before, I w^uM wHHngty Qo 
anything to pleasure you, in tefurn fot the 
^oufnd ybu hav* feceivfed^ *hll* utade^ my 
safe bond act I have, therefbiW, accOtd- 
iBg to your c$afhe$t fcqoett, sdnt JMr^ Atl. 
not Lyle to attend upon the iVdUnd of thfe 
Knight of Ardenvohr, though wliefein het 
d6Ing so sboiild benefit you; t etono't ifna* 
giiie.'^Ithinkyoti once spoke dfsofne blood 
relationship between them i but a soldit- 
do, in command and. dharge like me^ has 
other things to trouble Mjj fcifedd ^VltH Ihan 
Highland genealogies.^ 
. And indeed^ to do the worthy Mi^or 
jufitlee, he nevtir enquired aftei*, listened td, 
or recollected the busihe^s df olhet' people*, 
unless it either related td the art miKtary, 
or ^s somehow or other connected With 
hlsrown interest, in either of which cases 
hfe memory w&s' v^ry tenacieus. 

^« And now, my good friend of the Mistj* 
sahid he, ^* can you tell ftie what has become 
of your hopefiil grandson, 'as I have not 
seen him since he assisted me to disarm 
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after the' dction, a negligence whieh deser* 
veth ttie stn^adcx^ 

« He is not for from hence,* said l9ie 
wonndedoutlaw—" lift not your hand opoa 
hts), for he is man enoiigfa to pay a yarA 
of leathern scourge wi^ a foot of teibp6i^ 
edsteeL" 

«« A most improper vaunt," said Sir ® u- 
jald ; *< but I owe you some favours, M- 
nald, and therefore shall let^ pas^.^ ^''-^ 

^ And if you think you owe me anything,'' 
said the outlaw, " it is in your power to re- 
quite me by granting me a boon." 

«♦ Friend Ranald^" , answered Dalg^tty, 
♦* I-have read of these boons 4n silly ^sfiftj^ 
books, whereby simple knights were di^wn 
into engagements to their great prejudice^ 
wherefore, Ranald, ^ the more pri^k^ 
knights of this day never promise any^ 
thing until they know that they may keep 
tlieir word anent the premises, withtet 
any displeasure or incommodement -'to 
themselves. It may be^ you would* have 
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me engage the female c^iruiipmi to visit 
your woiind; thought you oii^t to a^ 
Miifiv, Ranald, that tht uncjeanoess of the 
place whae you are depoaited may some* 
wlMt soil &e gaiety of her garment^! c<ni- 
iGMiiii^ the preBorvatioii of which, y^ may 
have observed, women are apt to be ioor- 
diontely solicitous* I lost the favour of 
tfao lady of the Graad Peusioiiary of A(iw 
sterdam^ by toiK^iag.with the sole, of my 
boot the « train of her black velvet gown, 
which I mistook for . a foot-doth, it being 
half the room distant from her person*" 

<< It. is not to bring Annot.Lyle hither,** 
aoswered MacEagh, ** but to transport me 
lato the room where she is in . attendance 
upon the Knight of Ardenvohr. Some* 
what I have to say of the last consequence 
to them both/' 

<< It is somethii^ out of the order of 
due f recedrace,'' said Dalgetty^ ** to carry 
a wounded outlaw into the presence of a 
kn%ht; knighthood having been of yore, 
and being, in some respects, still, the high- 



oomnmkmfe^ wBimfSi vim m^lDACMtdisg 
to their patMts ; iiCM»i«h(ribaBj^at..3nMr hooi^ 
a^^oa oall it, is jo di^itf I shaft odk d^ny 
ecRBpliance ' with the Moote**' ^ Mffiug^ be 
cifdered thfee iles of neti to trofiipoft Mm^ 
£ag^ on th^ shuuidett to Sis Duiusant 
Campbeif 8 apartment^ and he hamsdLihmtl^ 
eiied before 40 aonoimce the cause of his 
being brought' there* But/sod^ wasliie 
activity of the soldiers MQplojm], diat thty 
ftilowed him close at the fasebr^ndy enter- 
ing with their ghastly iw^^tnen, bad M^ 
£i^b«ii thB^Aom of the apartment. . His 
features^ naturally ^ild, wer^e now distmted 
foy pain ; his bimds and scanty 'garidsBts 
stained with his ovnx blood, and those ^ 
oihess, which no Idnd hai^ had wiped 
away, although the woiuid in. bis^sidehad 
been securedi h^ a bandage. 

^< Areyoiiii'^'Ji^saidyraki^hisheadpain* 
fully towards the eoiioh wherelay stretehed 
his late ^uitsgonkt, ^ be'mhm^JBi^ cail 
the Knight of Ardenydbr ?'' 



?« The ume;' miMme€9A^ ^£hmmk^ 
«< mhmt would yoo wkh ope y$tKm l^ii» 
.ajEe.|}OV;nmnt|ejFefll f' 

^^My hours ane. rtd^ced to miniites,'' 
said the QuUaw j *^ the more gr ce^ if I be* 
>.sftaw them in the service, of one^ whost 
InuBl :ha9 ever b^w agsipvt me, us mine 
hj» bei^n rgtseil h^her ^ jigviut him."* 

^* Thine higher, agaiti^t me !-»*C|iii|i4d 
worm !" said the knight, looldiag down on 
\ask> mi6ei:able adveraary. 

^ Yes." answered the outlaw, in a firm 
voice, ^^ my arm hi^th been 'highest^ the 
wounds I have dealt have been ^^pe^t^ 
though thine have neither been idle nor 
imfelt^-^I am Ilanald^ MacJp)«gb*-^I am 
Ranald cf the Mist^the night that I gave 
tl^.casde to the winds .in one huge blaae of 
fire, is now 4aatched with the day in which 
you have fallen under tbe awqrd of niy fa- 
^ers^r^Hemember the iqjMrie:; thou hast 
done our tribe-><Hnever were such inflicted* 
save by aw^ beside ;thee.. Jie^ ti^y say, is 
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ikted and aecure agahist our vengeftoo^^a 
ihort time will sh^w," 

^ My Lord Menteitb,'' said Sir Dufiem, 
raisiDg hfimseif out of bis bed, ^ thisr ift^a 
proclaimed villain, at oncfetbe eiien(y^4>f 
King and Parliament, of God and mafti-^ 
one of the outlawed banditti of th^MM ; 
al&e the enemy of your house^ <tf 'tKe 
M'AulaySt and of mine. I trust you W^ill 
not suffer moments, which are perlia{Mr'iliy 
last, to be embittered by his barbarott8^(»t« 
umph." ♦ - 

« He shall have the treatment he meMts^'* 
laid MentdCh ; •* let him be tni^iltly' fe^ 
moved.**— • •' 

Sir DugaM here interposed, and Sj^oke of 
Ranald's services as a guide, and hia^diifn 
pledge for his safety; but the highliaiih 
tones of the outlaw drowned his voiee^r • 

** No/* said he, *^ be rack and gfUbet the 
word } let me wither between heaf^n'and 
earth, and gorge the hawks and ei^jlea of 
;B^ Nevis i and so shall thia' haugifty 
Knight, and this triumphant Thane^ aever 

4 
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karo tlie secret I alone can impiMrt; a jie- 
cret which would make Ardenvohf s heart 
leap with joy> were he io the death agonjr» 
and which the Eatl of Mentetth would pur- 
cliaseat the price of his broad earldom *^ 
Coitte hither^ Annot Ly le," he said, mistBg 
iMitii^ wHh unexpeoted strength ; ^^feac 
Hot the %'^bit of him :to whom thou faaat 
dung in infancy. Tell these proud men, 
who disdain thee as the issue.of miiie-an* 
^eot racci tbat thou art no blood of .oi»es 
•*-oo daughter of the race ol*the Milt, but 
bom in halls as lortUy, and cradled on 
eotich as soft, as ever soothed infiiney^ sa 
their proudest palaces.'^ 
. « In the naoie of God,^ saki Mettteith^ 
trembling with emotion, ** if you know 
•ttght of theburth of ifcift lady, do thy con- 
scia^ee tl^ justice to disburden it of the 
seoret betote departing from this world !" 
*' And bleaa my enemiea with my dying 
breathf said MaeBagh, lookmg at him 
fnaltgoantly.-^^ Such aie the maxima your 
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priests preach-^utwheDy or towards whom, 
^o you practice them ? Let me know ficist 
the worth of my secret ere I part with it— 
What would you give, Knight of ArdeiK 
Yohr, to kn6w that your superstitious fasts 
have been vain) and that there still remains 
a^ descendant of your house?-- ^I pause for 
mi answer— *wi1iiout it, I speak not one 
wwd more." 

'. ^*1 could/' said Sir Duncan, his voice 
struggling between the emotions of doubt, 
hatred, and anxiety-^^^ I could — ^but that 
I know thy race are like the Great Enemy, 
liars and murther^s from the beginnmg — 
but bould it be true thou tellest me, I could 
ah&ost forgive thee the injuries thou bast 
doneme.^' 

'^ Hear it 1" said Eanald ; ^< he hath ws^ 
gered deeply for a son of Diarmid— And 
you, gentle Thane — the report of the camp 
says, that you would purchase with life and 
lands the tidings that Annot Lyle was no 
daughter of proscription^ but of a race no- 
ble in your estimation as your own^^Well 
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-fi^it is fdr no love I tell you — The time 
has been that I would have exchanged this 
secret against liberty, I am now bartering 
it for what is dearer than liberty or life.— 
Annot Lyie is the youngest, the sole sur« 
viving child of the Knight of Ardenvohr, 
who alone was saved when all in his halls 
besides was given to blood and ashes." 
• ^* Can this man speak truth ?" said An- 
not Lyle, scarce knowing what she said ; 
^< or is this some strange delusion?" 

^< Maiden," replied Ranald, ** hadst thou 
dwelt longer with us, thou wouldst have 
better learnt to know to distinguish the 
accents of truth. To that Saxon lord, and 
to the Knight of Ardenvohr, I will yield 
such proofs of what I have spoken, that in- 
credulity shs^l stand convinced. Mean- 
time withdraw — I loved thine infancy, I 
hate not thy youth — ^no eye hates the rose 
m its blossom, though it groweth upon a 
thorn, and for thee only do I something 
regret what is soon to follow. But he that 
would avenge him of his foe must not rec^k 
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thoi^h the gutltitat be ebgnged iii ib^ 

*^ He Adviaes wdl, Annot,** said Lord^ 
Menteitli ; ^* in God's name retire! i£^f 
there be aught in tbis, yoor theetifeg witli 
Sir Duncan must be more ptepated for btHlbL 
y4>ursakes«" 

«I will not 0art from m^ father^ if 1 
hav6 f6und due t aaid AiiDot«— *< I will 
not part fron him uoder' circumstahciis a6 
terrible,* 

«< And 4l father you shall ever find in 
me,** murtnuied Sir Duncan. 

«< Tben»" said Meateith, ^' 1 will have. 

MacBagh removed into, an a^^ent apart* 

meiitk and Will collect "the evidence of hta 

tale myself. Sir Dugald Dalgetty will give 

' me h ts attendance and assistaace.'* 

^^ With pleasure, my lord," answered Sir 
Dugald.*^^' I will be your consesaori or 
assessor-* either or both/ No one dA be ao 
fity for I had heard the whole stofy % month 
ago at Inverara ctetle-^but ooslaughts like 
that of Ardenvohr confuse each other ta 
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my memoTf, which is besides occupied with 
raatlers of more importance.^ 

Upon hearing this frank, declaratioq, 
yhich w« m.de «-4ey left U« .p»tm«.. 
^ith the wounded maut Lord Menteith 
darted upon Dalgetty a look of extreme 
fx^T and disdain, to which the self-con- 
peit of the worthy Qomm^der rendered 
him Ux^ly iD9«n»b|^ .. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

I am as free as nature first made man^ 
Era the base laws of servitude begaa. 
When wild in voods the noUe savage ran. - 

(knquest of Granada. 

The Earl of Menteith as he had under- 
taken, so he proceeded to investigate more 
closely the story told by Ranald of the 
Mist, which was corroborated by the exa- 
mination of his two folio wers, who had as- 
sisted in the capacity of guides. These de- 
clarations he carefully compared with such 
circumstances concerning the destruction 
of his castle and family as ' Sir Duncan 
Campbell was able to supply ; and it may 
be supposed he had forgotten nothing re- 
lating to an event of such terrific import- 
ance. It was of the last consequence to 
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prove that this was no invention of the 
outlaw's, for the purpose of passing an im^ 
postor as the child and heiress of Arden^ 
vohr. 

Perhaps Menteith^ so much . interested 
in. believing the tale, was not altogether^ 
the fittest person to be entrusted with the; 
investigation of its truth ; but the exa« 
minatioQsttf the Children of the Mist were 
simple, accurate, and in all respects consis- 
tent with each other. A personal mark 
was referred to, which was known to have 
been borne by the infant child of Sir Dan. 
can, and which appeared on the left shouU 
der of Annot Lyle. It was also well re« 
memhered, that when the miserable relics- 
of the other children had been collected, 
those of the infant had no where been 
found. . Other circumstances of evidence, 
\?hich it is unnecessary to quote, brought 
the fullest conviction not only to Menteith, 
but to the unprejudiced mind of Montrose, 
thatin Annot Ly^e, a hupble dependant,, 
distii^aisbed only by beauty and talent,. 
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they were in future ta r^e^ the beiress>€# 
Ardenvohn 

HVhile Menteith hastened to^ amiimiDi> 
cate the result of these enauiries tci the {^* 
sons most interested^ the outlaw demandk 
ed ta speak with his gnu^dchild, whom Jie 
usdally ealled his son.. ^ 

<< He would be found/ be said^ ^ in the 
outer apartment) in which he himself had 
been originally deposited/V 

Accordingly, the yoiing savc^Ct after sC 
close search , was found lurking in a conMrg 
colled up among some rotten stram^ an^- 
brought to his grand sire.. 

<* Kenneth,'* said the old outlaWr ** hear 
the last words oi the sire of thy fisher. A 
Saxon soldier, and Allaa of tkyd Bed-hamV 
left this camp within these few hours, lo 
travel to the country of Caberfae. Pursue 
them as the blood^hound pursues the hurt 
deer-MiSwim the lake«--climb the mountmi 
.«N.thread the forest— *tarry not until youj^lm 
them;" and then the coun|enance. of the • 
lad darkened as his grand&ther spoM^ and.*: 
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life Idid'his hand upon a knife which »tuck 
hi the thong' of leather which con<Bned his 
Bdarity plaid. •« No,'* said the old man, " it 
li *6t i>y thy hand he must fall. They 
\WB^ *sk the news from the camp — say to 
«hera that Ailnbt Lyle of the Harp is dis* 
covered ta be the daughter of Duncan of 
Ardcnvohrr J that the Thane of Menteith is 
to wed her' before the priest; and that you 
are sent to bid guests to the bridal. Tarry 
not 'their answier, but vanish like the light- 
ning when thefolack cloud swallows it. — 
And nbw depart, beloved son of my best 
bek>ved !: I shall nevei* more see thy face^ 
D'oi^ftear the Tight sound of thy footstep—— 
yi^ tarry an instant and hear my last charge 
-^remember thfe fate of our race, and quit 
ndt thfe anient manners of the- Children of 
the Mistw We are now a straggling hand- 
ful, driven frdi^ every vale by the sword bf 
every c\My who rule in the possessions where 
tb^i# forefathers hewed the wood, and drew 
thte *'ater to oufs* But in the tnicKet of 
thie wikterncss, and in tht mist of tne moun- 
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taio^ Keimeth, son of Erorcfat, keep thou 
unsoird the freedom which I kftve thee m 
a birth^right Barter it w>t oeHber for Urn 
rich garment, nor fi»r the. stone roo^ nof 
for the covered boards nor for tjie cmieb of 
down— on the. rock, or in tbeTaBejr, ia 
abundance or in famine**^ the. leafy sum* 
{ser, and in the days of the kon winter—* 
SQn of the Mist I be free as thy fi(»refiitiitt9» 
Own no lord-^-^eoeive no law— 4sUce nafaire 
— ^ive no stipend<~build no hut*<r4iiclo8e 
no pasture-— sow no grain ;*— let the deer of 
the mountaip be thy flocks aad herdsh^ 
these &il thee, prey upon the goods of our 
oppressors— of the Savons, aiui of tbeXjMA 
who are Saxons in Uieir souls, valotog hei4s 
and flocks more than honour and freedom. 
Well for us that tbey do so^t afibrdt 
the broader scof)e for . our revenge. Re^ 
member those who have done kindmss to 
our race, and pay their y^rvices widi. thy. 
blood,, should the hour require it. If a 
MacUn sb^ll come to thee with the J>ead 
of the king's son iqi his )iaiid, sMl^v hm^ 
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thougb die avenging army of the &Ahew 
were behind him ; for in Glencoe and Ard- 
nanmrchan, we have dwelt in peace in the 
|rears tbat have gone by. The sons of 
Dkrinid-Mhe race of Darnlinvaracb— the 
ridert <^^Menteith«-^iny'Car8e on thy hea^V 
Child of the Mist, if thou spare one <^' 
those naiiMSj' when the time shall ofier for 
eoktifig them off! and it will come anon, for 
their owa sw<»rd6 shall devour each other^ 
and. those who are scattered shall' fly to the 
Miat^ and perisfa by its Children. Qnca 
iiMHre» begoiie«^shake the dost from thy 
firet agaimt the habitations of men, whetlier 
faaaded iogetteer fbr peace or for war. Fa^e«> 
weU, beloved 2 and may*st thou die^ like 
thy forefathers, ere infirmity, disease^ or 
a^ shall ' break thy spirit^-^begoae !^*be4 
gone !— Itvefree— requitekindness — avenge 
the injnries of thy race.'' 

The young savage stooped, and kissed the 
brow of bis dying parent ; but* accustomed 
fimn infancy to si^press every exterior 
sign of emotion, be parted without tear or 
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ftdfeu^ and was sooniar beyond- ite iim^ 
of Montfose's caeap, ^^ 

Sir Dugftkl Dd^tty, who w«6 pcaseat 
durmg the latter part of this dectae^ was 
very little edified by the conduct of Afoa* 
Eagh upon the occasion. • *^ I caanot 
tfeink^ my friend Ribald/* Bald he^ **'thai 
ydu are in the best poasitole coad for «? 
dying man* Storms, -dnsktughte^ iaiaasai^mBi. 
the burning of suburbs, are a soldior's «hsily 
work, and are jjusiified bf tiie oeoesMtjTO^lhe^' 
ease, seeing that they are donein IhiB^coiirae 
of duty V for burning of stei}urte,= in pdrtieiu 
lar^ it may be saU that they 'ar^ lamilxii^ and 
cutthroats to aH fortified towtis. IieMG&4t 
ja^ plain,, that a sotdiet' is a profession pecvb^ 
Harty favoured by Heaven, seeing that 4iQa 
may hqpre for salvation, alHioogh.we^latiji 
Gomnrit actions of so great viokfivce. But 
then, Ranald^ in etli servictes of EtiMpe, it 
is the custom of the dj^ng soldtet^-not'tbi 
vaunt him of suicfh doingi^^ or %o weom^' 
mend, them to his fellows ; but^ on the emu 
traiy, to express conteition faf "Ae a^poc^ 
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aid to Mpeat, or hme repealed to him, 
some comfbrtabie prayer ; which, if you 
pJe.iee». 1 will intercede with his £]^ceUen- 
c/s chaplain le pre^ €>n your account. 
It ik i^htrwise no point of ray duty to put 
you in mnd of those things ^ only it may 
be &ir the ease of your conscience to depart 
Biove like a* Ghmtian,. and less like a Turk, 
than jrock veeoi to be in a (air way of doing."^ 
> The oaly ansMre^ of the dying aian-^(for 
aSvSticb Jiani^ Mac£agh might now b«. 
c#ii«i|ei)ed^ — was a reqiiest to be r^sed to 
such a pofritioa^ that he mi^bt obtain a view 
ffoai the wisidow of tbe Castle. The deep^ 
ftost mist whifish had long settled 4ipon the 
tcqp of the mount aina, was now rolling 
d0WA eaeb rugged glen- ^aadg^Aly^ where 
the eraggy* ridges shewed .their black and 
irregular outline^ like desert islands rtsiiag 
above the ocean of vapour. ^* Spirk i^.tlie. 
Misti^' said KaoaldMacKaghy '^caitedbypur 
face our father, and our preserver — receive 
into thy tabernacle of clotvls^ when tliis 
pang is over» him wbpn) in U^ thou hast so 



AM T414M 0»iHr> uamKuamM. 

ofUn shi^tesed/' So sayings be sunk back 
iato the arms of those who u{Aeid hint 
spoke no farther, woid, but tnraed Us fisucse 
to the wail for a short ispaoe* 

<* I believe^" said Dalg^ty^ *^ my ftfend 
IUna}d wyUl be found, in his heart to be 
little better than a heathen." And he re- 
newed his {uropoaal to procti9e< hiaa tibeas- 
sistaneeofDiWisheart* Mcmtros^aiiiiUtary 
chaplaia^ *<aman»"saidSir Pugald» <^ very 
dever in his exercise, and whowitt do exe- 
cutioa on. your sins in less time t^wn I 
could sfisoke a pipe ^ tobacsco.'! 

** Saxon," said tho dyii^man^: *^ speak 
to me no more of thy priest — I die OM^ 
tented. Had^ thou evu an enieiiiy against 
\^hom weapons were of no^* avail'^whom 
the bidl missedi Mid against whom the iv- 
row shivered,— i^uid whose bare akin was as 
impenetrable to sword and dirk aa thy ^eel 
garment ?-^Heard9t thou ever oi such a 
foe?" 

" Very frequently^wben I served: in Ger- 
manyi" replied Sir Dugald« *f l^bere was 

2 
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such a lidlow at Ingolstadt ; he was proof 
both agaliist lead and steeL Hie soldiers 
killed him with the butts of their ttiuskets.'' 

«< This impassible foe,** said Ranald, 
without regarding the Major's interrupt 
tion, ^* who has the blood dearest to me 
upon his hands — to this man I have now 
Ixaqueatbed agony of mind, jealousy, dis- 
pair, and sudden deatb,-*-or a life more 
imiserable dian death itself. Such shall be 
the lot of Allan of the Red-hand, when he 
learns that Annot weds Menteith ; and I 
ask no more than the certainty that it is 
ao, to sweeten my own bloody end by his 
hand.'' 

<< If that be the case," said the Major, 
<< diere^s no more to be said ; but I shaU 
take care as few people see you as possible, 
for I cannot think your mode of departure- 
can be at all creditable or exemplary to i 
Christian army." So saying, he left the 
apartment, and the son of the Mist soon* 
after breathed his last. 

Me&teith, in the meanwhile, leaving the 
new-found relations to their mutual feel- 



pg« of miiiillM iuMkoorf^n^fi^tXy^^d 
diiifiiag with Montrose •ibe'ii^iiseqiiBnceii of 
tbb ^tma^fuy^ *« i abouiii oov see^*^* ^«y4 
tbft Mftrqttis^ <^ leveti head I not be^re ob<^ 
Hived thafc y<mi' mterf a^ in tbis ^dortifi 
H^y dMrM^Qteith^ has no small leferdnci^ 
t0^ your omn ^ppiiieaa» You love t^ki^ 
mvf-^i»dhdy^ — ^yourafitccion k vetam^' 
Qd» In {lo^t^ of tMirtii^ .no exctptioiia c^li^ 
be -ttade ; in-, every Mher' resfM^crt^ ber fi4^ 
vantegea Are e(|jiiM to' those ^hich yon 
yotiTdelf potsesi-^bkiky faowrmiv iw<mo» 
meat, ^r Dunoaiifi^ia iatiati0'^*^BMsbs^: 
t^j^iaP/at. jkeaat"-*^ arms agakiait tiift^Kitig'^ 
be i3 only with tt9 ia the qaality ^qf A qpim*^ 
sonef^ and we are; 1 fear, but at €be eoimw 
mene^ment of a losg ci««l war. ; i%}thi»*^ 
tunei tlunkyou, Menteivht Ibryou toiwke .> 
prf^fNpnalf fw hij» beif«s3 ? . Oi; wh»fei«bweih« 
ift t^9 tbi»* be will w>^/M^n U^ il ?' .j : .^ . 
Pa$Hon» tn iagei^iQiiftt as w«ll 49i4M)fA9H. 
qaent advocate* i9upplied th^ yweft^i^Pbi^ 
m^Q with a thousand ao^w^i^ to> tlieise q|^^ - 
jectionft^ He reminded Montrose that the 
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'Kmght oi Af^nvKshr was neither si bigpil 
in pontics nor reli^n*. He ur^ed his own 
kn^Mim and proved seal f6r the it^al caufte^ 
and hinted that its iiiftaence might be exw 
.^enBtd and strengthened by ht9 wedding 
the betreis of Ardenvohr. He platted tbe 
dAAgetouB atate oi' Sir Diinoaii*8 woiindi 
t\» mk which must be run by Miftring 
the y^ttog lady to be earried^iyto thecoma 
tiy of t he .Campbells, where, in case of 4i6Sr ' 
fief's deatbi or ccnottinoed indispfodition, 
aba must aeeeatarily be pkkced under thte 
guai?dtanshrp of Argyle» an event fatal tof 
hit . (Mefiteith*8) bopes^ unless he oottld 
stoop to purehase his favour h^ abandoning 
the King's par^£ 

Aiontrdse allowed the force of« these ar- 
guments, and owned^ although the Matter 
was attended with difficulty, yet it seem* 
ed consisteAt with the King's seriilce that ii 
shmild be concluded as speedily as posi^ibliei. 

«^« I could wiih^'' laid he, ^ that it w^re alt 
settled inane way or anotbe^, and that thfii 



£ur Briaeb wese restoved from our camp 
before the return of our AchiUes« Allan 
M^4ulay. — I fear some fatal' feud in that 
.quarter, Meuteith — ^and. I beUeve it . would 
be best that Sir Duncan be dismiased on 
bfs^ p^rolOt 4pd tha^ you. accompany hioa 
and his daughter as his escort*. The jour* 
ney caa be made chiefly by water« so ivill 
^not. greatly, incomopode his wound — and 
your owp,^ i^y friends will be an honoura- 
ble excuse for the absence of some time 
fipm, my cajDop*** 

^ NpMer,** said Menteitlu "Were I to 
forfe^it the very hope that has.so lately dawn- 
ed upon me, neyer will I leave your Excel- 
lency's camp while the roy^l standard is 
displayed* I should d^^serve that this trif- 
ling scratch should gangrene and. copsunie 
ipy swQrd arm, were I capable of holding 
it as an excuse for absence at this crisis of 
the K^ing's affairs." 

** On t|as then you we. dete^rmiaed ?" 
$aj4 MoAtrpsq.. 
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<< As fixed as Ben-Nevis,'* said tke yoang 
nobleman. - 

« You must then," said Montrose, ^* lose 
no time in seeking an explanation with the 
Knight of Ardenvohn If this prove ^ 
vourabie, I will talk myself with the elder 
M^ Aulay, and we will devise means to em* 
ploy his brother at a distance team the 
army until he shall^ be reconciled tO: hia 
present disappointment. Would to- GtQ& 
some vision would descend upon his ima-> 
gination fair enough to obliterate all traces 
of Anhot Lyle ! That perhaps you think 
impossible, Menteith ?— -Well, eadi to hia 
service ; you to that of Cupid, and I to 
that of Mars/' 

They parted, and in pursuance of the 
scheme arranged, Menteith, early on the 
ensuing morning, sought a private inter* 
view with the wounded Knight of Ardem 
vohr, and communicated to him his suit for 
the hand of his daughter. Of their mutual 
attachment Sir Duncan w» aware, but he 
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mi tbe pittrt of MbBteith. fife isaid, at l&sti 
tbit he bttd' atr^dy^ pertiaps^ indulged too 
iftuch in ftalings of personal faappinesd^ at 
• time ^R4iea kts clan Had sustdned id ^iat 
a toii and fmmiHatibn, and tibathe wu'iiif* 
willteg, liierifore, fiif ther to cbfisidW tfi(e 
•iNaiicatiieiik "^ His own house at »|(eit^ 
m^ : calaiiiitdaa« Oik thb- iMorif indent adit 
i€*tlteittdUe'k>^r) he reqi^stedl iTeWfatttin 
to^dislibl^te and eonaiiU wHii^fai»* ^aorgtiieif 
iifM» av^imtioii Ml kijg&lj irtapa^ttL:-^' 
^ The >fi8ul|' <tf this inter vSeir^ind - dclitie* 

Doacaa Olmpbill became * ikH^ ^ ^6kii9i^ 
that tbe happine^ (rf* hi^ n^w.'fifoyi^tfa^^ 
ttr dapemM upon a tmiAn iHth bl^V^HclMr f 
an* mt«8» aueh iMm tio# ^ite^^ ^^^^^ 
that Argyle woidd throw iei^^^fiwiositiiid b^ 
iiMie* ini 4he ira> 6^ a tthitei^ Iti #^ W 
tpeciaeeeptabte^^hl^adf. lil^ntM^^^ 
i«t« eiiaracte# Was to-extf^H^t,'' aleS^iii^ 
wU tUe raifc and coMdetafidh d^e ii6l!iii 
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in f^t Dunoliii^s opinioQ^ the ^ii^fiw im 

(h|^r political opiniopB. Nor could, he hi w 

f^8ol¥Qd# pei^pfc had ]ua ^wn iipiRton ^ 

tbe.inktch b^eti less fawMirabAct to dfoUna 

ait.ic^ifW>(tttml7 of indulging thft m^mtfmmd 

q^il4 «C his bfi^^: Tbet^ Wa0» hewlai^ a 

'^f^pg of, pfidis which diciated Wa lobilttr^ 

9iitiatioQ, To .pyrodupe the HeiiHEist of -Am^ 

dfmvohi; t0 tha. world aa oniia who Im^ 4»am 

i^lucated ia poor dcifMwdant and tmnioiaft 

In the family of I>ajrnliiivarich» hadjown 

tbiflg in it ttmt. was bum^M^mg^ To intro^ 

d«ce her m th« betrothed bfida> or wedded 

i^iffv of the Sarl^ MiMlaitiPb*: «|mni iv^efe^ 

tachcoeot foraied daring her obadirity* waa 

a ^w^rrant to the world that she had at alt 

|ioies been worthy of the rank to which 

she was elevated. 

Xi was under the influence of these coim 
sjd^ratioBs that Sir Duncan Caai^[ibaU m^ 
iiounced to the lov^ his consent that tiitf 
ihould bo married in tbe»chafel of tho 
Castle, by Montrose's chaplain, and as pri- 
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v&tely as postsdble. But when Montrose 
ihould break up from Inveriodiy, for which 
ofders were expected in the course of a 
vtry few days, it was agreed that the young 
Countess should depart with hef father to 
his castle/ and remain there- until the cir- 
cumstances of the nati<m permitted Men- 
teith to retire with honour from las present 
military employment* His resolution being 
once taken, Sir Duncan Campbell would 
not permit the maidenly scruples of his 
daughter to ddby its execution $ and it was 
therefore iMblved ifaat the bridal 'stoiild 
talce ]4aee npon the next e^eniii^ being 
iiie seconi after tiie battle. 
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chapteh XV. 

My Uoaid— my blue^ed maid^ he bore tLyfh^f, 
Due to the toils. of maiiy a.faloodj d^. 

lUad. 



It was necessary, for many reasons, that 
Aogus M^ Aulay, so long the kkid protect- 
or of AuDot Lyle, should be made acquaiot* 
ed with the change in the fortunes of his 
late protegee ; and Montrose, as he had un- 
.dertaken, communicated to him these re- 
markable events. With the careless and 
cheerful indifference of his character, he 
expressed much niore joy than wonder at 
Annot's good fortune ; had no doubt what- 
ever she would iperit it^ and as she had d- 
ways been bred in loyal principles, would 
convey the whole estate of her grim fana- 
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tical fatlier to some Konesl fellow who lo- 
ved the king. " I should have no objec- 
tion that my brother AHan tried his chance,"* 
added he, ^^ notwithstanding that Sir Dun- 
can Campbell was the only man who ever 
charged Darlinvarach with inhospttalitj. 
Annot Lyte coukl always charm Allan out 
of the sullens, and who knows whether 
oatrimony might not make him more . 
mat! of this world T* 

Montrose hastened to interrupt the pro- 
i;res8 of his castle^buiiding, by informing 
him that th6 lady was already wooed and 
wot), and, with het father's approbation, was 
almost immediately to be wedded to his 
kinsman, the Earl of Meatetth ; and that, 
in testimony of tl^ high respect due to M** 
Aulay, to long the lady's protector, he witt 
now to request his presence at the cere« 
moQy. M'Aulay looked very grave at th& 
intimation, and drew up his person with the 
air of one who thought that he had been 
negk^ted/ 

<^ He conceived,'' he said, ^ that hia um* 
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form khid trfefttment of fhe yodng Ihdy^ 
while so many years under his roof» re« 
qoired something more upon such an occa« 
stoo^than a bare compliment of ceremony. 
He might," he though *^ williout anto- 
gtttfc^ bate ekpected to hftve been con^t- 
eld. He wished his kinsman oi .Mehteiftb 
w$ll, no man c(Hild wish him better, but he 
must say h0 titought he had be$n hasty iti 
tbis matten AUAifs sentiments towi^ds 
the young l^iiy hdd been pretty weU un^ 
derstood, and he^ fi)r om^ c6\M not see 
why tbe superior pretensions which he beA 
upon her gr^tude should have been £«t 
jftsid^ without at least undei^going soi&e 
preview) discussion.'' 

\ Montrose, seeing too well where all ilm 
p^Dinted, entreated M« Aulay ta be reason--^ 
able, and to consider what probsrii^lity there 
was that the Knight of Ardenyohr could 
be brought to confer the hand of his" sole 
lidress upon Allan, whose undeniable ex- 
cellent qualities were mingled with others^ 
by which they trtsre overclouded in a man* 

'vol. IV. o 



>— - 



3 1 fi TALES, j»F HX Ui^OI^OftP* 

mst that mfide aU treoU^ wl»> a|;pioacfa» 

• • • 

/•My lord***, sajd Anigjus M'Aulay, " my 
broker Allan ha^ as Gadimade w ally/aults 
as well as merits; Init beJ&.the bestasyi. 
bravest man of your army, be th^ other 
who he inayt aqd thefi^ote ill d^erv^ that 
his happiness should have been so little cpr^ 
suited by, yopr Exfiellence— rby . hijs own- 

near kiupixiap-f-^Qd by A young pers^m^who . 
owes fdl to ^m and to his fapul^^^^ 

Montrose in vaw^epdeavpiired to j^ace. 
the jiijbject in a di£^ent yiew} this was 
the point 19 which Angus wa? determined 
to rejaifl it, ai^d l^ ^as a map of that cali- 
bre of undeistandingt \irbo i;i;inj?ap!9ble <^ 
beiog^ cpoWnced whep he has once adopted 
a ^ri^udice* Montrose , npw assumed a 
holier tone^ and C4lle4 uppin Angus to take 
care how he -neurished any sentiments 
which might be4)r^i^dicial tp his MaJesty'Ss 
service* He ppu^itie^ .out to hiqniy that he 
waa. peculiarly desirous that, Allan's efforts 
should not be interrupted in the cpursije. of 



his present mfesioir/ ** A mission/* he saH, 
<* highly honourable for hsmsdf, and likely 
to- prove most advantageous 4o tha King^ 
eatise* He expected his brother would 
iioid no communication wtt^ him upon 
otKer subjects^ nor stir up any cause of dis« 
^nsfdn, which might diVerf his mind from 
a matter of aitrch i mportence/' 

Angus Wfwe^ed somewhat sulkily, that 
^ he was no malce-bate, or stirrer up of 
quarrels; he wouM' rather be* a peace* 
malder. His brother knew as well as most 
men how to resent his own quarrels^-r-as for 
Allan's mode of reeaivtng information/ it 
was generally teKeved he had other sources 
than tfao»e of ordimiiT^couriei's/ He shobTd 
not be surprised if they saw him sooner 
i:han they expected.** 
' A promise that he would not interfere* 
was the farthiest to which Montrose o6«dd 
bring' tiiis man, tborbugUy good-tempered ^ 
as he was on alt occasions, save when his 
pride, interest^ or prejudices were inter- 
fered with. And M this, point he was fain- 
to leave the matter for the presefiti 



A more williog gw»t.at the bcidid cm&- 
mony, certainly a mare wdling attendant 
sC the maniige fwi^ was ta be expeoled 
in Sir Dugald Da%efe^, whom Montfoae 
resolved to invite, as having been a can& 
dant to ikie ckcnmataaees which preceikd 
it. Bat nr en 9kt Dtigakl hesitate4» lookr 
ed on the elbows of Us donlilet, and the 
knees of his leatfaer lireefAfces^ aad mum- 
bled out a sort of xdbetant ap^ittescence 
in theinvitattOQi^^vidii^ be should) find 
it possible^ after eonsulthag with the. noble 
bridegroom^ li^kinfcrose was? 80»6\dut sur- 
prised^ but scornti^ to^ testify dkpleasnre;, 
be left^ir DygaU to pursue lus own course. 

This carried him mfiluaatiy to the cham- 
bCT of Ad bcid^roofny who,^ asu^ tl» 
scanty wardrdbe which Us camp equipif^e 
aiiinded, was aaeUi^ for such articles as 
might appear to tite best advantage upon 
the apfmtacUng^iccaaioii. Sir Dugald en- 
tered, and pttd his compliments^ with a 
very graveilie^ vufou Us approadbiag hap<. 
ptness^ which, lie. sai4 ^ he was very sorry 
he was prevented fironi witnessiiigL" 
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« In ^in truth)'' said h^ '* I should but 
disgrace the cewmany, seei^ that I lack 
a bridal gaimirat ; r«nAi^ a&d opea seao^ 
and tasters at elbows in the apparel of the 
assistantSy mi^t- prea^e a.siiiiilar solution 
of continuity in ymtr mateunonial happi- 
ii€SB»'^-^nd to say truths my lord, you your- 
self must pardy hare the blame <^ this dia* 
appointment, in reqpeci you sent me upoii 
a fooFs errasid to get a bM^Scoat out of th^ 
booty taken bythe CamenDSt whereas ypu 
might as well hai^ sestme to fetch a pound 
of fresh butted out of m fadatk dog's throiM^ 
I had no answer, my losd, faut^fafaodiihed 
dirks and broad-swoidSt andasort Of gmwl^ 
ing and jabbering m what Ikey call their 
langm^e; fbr my part, I bebaire thme 
Highlanders- €o be no bettar than abaolute 
pagans, and have boenr naudi acaiidalMied 
by the manner in wfakb my aoquaialitmo^ 
Ranald MaeEagh, was^ pkaaod to bMt his 
ahil march, a lif^ whUe-ftaeei^' ^ ^ 

In Menf ^fli% st4te «l mimi^ dispo^ to 
be pleased with every ithing,«id eveiy 
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body, the gtiareicompUttnt of SkDujgfaM 
fiwnkh^d addkionttl. amusetneiit. He tfy^ 
qi^sted km acoaptsuKe cfn. very l^andaoiiie 
buff-dress whicfa was lying on the floof « ^ I 
had iateaded k/* be stid^ ^^ for my ima br i- 
itekgarmeiiti ta betsg^thie ieait foimdiJak 
of i^y wurlHoB e<|BipiDe»te^ 'Ond I :liaii^ here 
ao peaceful ^iress;*?. . r < ,^ 

Ssr Dugidd made ^le ntc^tBmy af>elo» 
giesi^mxiid -not by* any neata ' depukes^ 
juid io foildi, w>tii it ! happily occuirichtp 
i^ that it vmM loeeh more ac^SMdifrg to 
laililary nileidnt the £^l. should bo laalr- 
Tied io hiB buk'.aod breaafepiecMy^ i^iidi 
dren^ ho iiad 'ffiei» tliaibiadfigawai^weiir^t 
llse-uakiioferiiBieiiCOofWittloibfteki^^ 
ihe>yoit^geat daughter of oU Geoigo Ste- 
ifonck» :oi\5a3mE79 mder <^ tauapteerof 
the gattaot fi5K]alafiiiuAd0lf4iua» the lien 
of the N4rlh» ;9iid 90 /forth* The good- 
natiirod yow^ earl>|aja^«l« aodaoquies- 
ced} and tkm haying saoured at least m^ 

mmj &m ^ikhlmi^ he. put on ^^igjii^t 

aod ormmeiitfd i:ma9B, cpiiQealcd partly 



hf a velvet aiRt» and partly by a broad Mae 
^flilkwarf, which he wore ov^r hl» riioulder, 
a^risetfbly to Ids rank and the fkshimi of ifae 

Every ^ thing waft now arrangedi and it 
liad^eea settled, that^ according to tilie cus* 
torn of the coufitvy the bride ated bride* 
groom should not again meet uo^I they 
•aaere befene the altar/ The hour had aU 
Mady struck that aommootd' iHm- bride- 
groom llMther, and he only awaited in a 
aaniU'antSiroom adjaceot to the chapel^ for 
Ae^Marqiiis, who coitdeBoended to act as 
bride'MdaD opofftiie oecarion. Business re^ 
'hftfaig ta the araay' having auddeni|r reqnk* 
'isdthfeMirqttis'ts instant attentioB,Menteith 
wntod b9 retmra, it mvf be sopposed^ in 
some impatieace ; and when he heard Ae 
4oor of the apartment open, he aatd, kogh- 
iftg, <* You are late npo» parade." 
' «« You wiU ind I am too early/' said Al- 
lan M^A^lay, who'bnrst into the apart* 
«Mnt <^ Draw, Meoteith, and defimd your*. 
' self like a man, or 4te like^ a dog !'^ 
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^ith» wtpnifbf 4 syiilse nt htti siiddea ap- 
pearance Aod at ih» up,meK9t)h fisy of bis. 
demeanour. His cheeks were livid-^is 
eyes st^rt;§d from their vo^lOity-^his )ip» 

were coi^^d wilkfomu irad bis geetuf^ 

were tji^ie flfji dsmoQiiMk 
. ^f Yxm li£» i^aitor I" wias hfe fiatido np^ 
^^^^ you li^ i& t^at, M yott Ik^ bi all ymi 
l)#ye 8«ki to fsm» Ymir Me ia^n^^lier' 

d? you ^hirge «9e latb' 4€iiei4i«ig }wb^ 

^^ Y^ toW me;* eoMrentf HO^uIagv 
^\^t ^^ Ymki ntsAi marry 4*1101 liylel 
-rr-l^^se tridtor !->^^ 00:111 wiiteyau»at tiw 

'^ It is you who. speak fa)se/^ ntottxA 
Menteith^ ^< I toid yon the okfiscurity of 
berMrth>was t^e oolyl)»rfco0«rrwrfoii— 

that 4s now T^ta^m^; mi Y9h0m <k ytm 
tWnlc ywrself th»t I shauld yield up my 
pretensions in your fwour ?l 
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^ Draw then/' taid M*Aiilay ; <^ we lu^ 
4eriitond each other* ' 

*< Not now/^ said Menleitb, ^ and not 
here* AUan» you know me well— »wait tiU 
tptmorrowy and yoa skaU hmre fighting 

<^ This hour-^thifi kistani— or never," 
answered M^Auk^. «< Your triumph sbidl 
not go farther than the hour which is strio* 
ken* Mei^^kb^ I entreat you ky om: rd»-^ 
tjmAipf^'^ omymt confliets and laboiin 
-^•'i^saw ymir swords and defend yoor Itie i'^ 
As he spoke, he seized the Earl's han^ 
and wrupg it with such fieantic eamestaMs^ 
that his^aspr fiwoed the Uoo4 torstart ui«i 
4er the uaiis* Menttitii threw him off witta^ 
>wdence» , exclaiming— ^* Begoaeg;. mad^ 
man 1" ' * 

'* Tben» be the vkioor acGomidiflhedit': 
said Allan ; md^ drawing hiaifok^^atriiek. 
with kis wkite.gfg!Eiiiti6 fi»Me al«lke £ar}^ 
baamw The tempet o£ the Mcritft threw^ 
tfaA jivnt c^ the.we^^on upward bntjfr 
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ieep wound took place between the neck 
mi shoulder ; and the force of the blow 
prostrated die brtdegrcKnb "on the fliMNrv 
MoBttrose entered at one side of the atite^ 
VDOm. This bridal company, farmed at the 
noise, wcare In equal apprehension and suri 
prise } but ere Montrose could almost i»ee 
What had fmppened, Aihm M^Aulay haA 
rushM paM him, and descended the cadte 
stairs like ligUctiin^. «* Guaris, shut the 
gate !** exdahndl Monirase^— ^ Seize him 
A--kiIl Mm, if he re^sts !««-He shall dre If he 
were my brother!" 

But Allan prostrated, with a second blow 
ef faia di^er, a oentinel who wm upon 
doty — traversed the'camp like a moufutain* 
dter, though pujiued by idl who caught' 
the al»rm-«^threw himself into the river, 
and, iswiinming to the opposite side, was 
80<m lost among the woods; Tn the couiie 
itf tibt iame oveiiing, bis bff<Mtier Angus 
and hisfoUowers left Motttipose^ camp^ and, 
taking the road himieward, never i^gaifi w» 
joined him* 
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ax Allan himself it isySAid« t])at, in a 
wonderfully ahort space after the dead war 
eommittedy he burst itito a room in the 
Caalle of InTflrara, whem Argyie was sit^ 
ling hi eoundly and Ating on tbe table hig 
bloody dirk. 

<< Is it Ae Uood <^ James Graham!^ 
faid Ai^yle, a gibMf ly expin^ssidn of hope 
mistog wfth the terror whiek tho sudden 
qppatiyon mtaraHy €xeited^. ? 

<< It is^the btood o^bismi^B/' answerw 
ed M<Anky-^<«^ It is blood which I was 
predestined to shed, though I would n^. 
iher have spilt my cmn."' 

Having Ihlis spoken^ hns turned andidft 
the castlej andnfifom this m<mient nc^Mng 
t^rtain h known of-his^fate. As the boy 
'Kennetht wi^ three- <^ the Children of 
the Mist, ware <ieen soon afterwardil to 
^eross Loebftie, it is ^uppoaed^ they dl^« 
ged his cou«9ej and that he p^ished 
by tbtir hand in some dbscure wildernest. 
lAnothor oimiion mainlaitiB. that JMlan 
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M'Ajil^y weal ;tbrQ»^ 9^4 d^f) fk Wf ok 
jof the Carthusian QFd§r^ l^dlt^ 9Crt¥n0 
beyond -bar^ prfsinnfitioq «9u.\4 f^er 1»^ 
brought in sitpypoH of eitb^^ #9inioiu 

His vesgewpe WM sft«c)i l«w c;QwpI»|« 
than he probably faacied ; fof. |K(eiH^itj|p^ 

tboi^ so iiever eJy wcwiBdf 4 m t^ yt main 

lonig iq ^ dajpgeriM^a j^a^e^ ws^» 1^ haYi^g 
adopted M^jor Dalgetty's fortmi^ re^ooir 
mendation of ^ cuir^tfi^ as » bri4al*gfM:iB^W 
bappijy secured ffcm ^ WQf&t, conse- 
quenccis pf the bios?. But 1m W^q«» 
jrere lost tp MoQtrosp^aiMiit V4f t^QUffh^ 
best that he should bQ oopv^yed ixrit^ bis 
intended couatess» now tei4y ^ moivnio^ 
bride^ an4 should ^€f;omp<tny bis -wounded 
father-in-law (o the ca^t}^ qf Sif Dtupqaa at 
Ar^envohr^ Dialgf tty fplliov^d thc^ip U> 
the watef's ^dgcs, re^n^dgig Meiiteitb of 
the necessity of erecting a sqopco w 
Drui9«nab to QQveic bis livliy.'^ ti%fflyH^ 
quired inheritwiw, . 

They performed, their voyage ift safety,, 
and Menteith was in a few weeks so weli 



in h«attb» aa to be nvit^ to Anoct in the 
c^9fitlm of her fatben 

Tbe Higbbudera were oomewbat piu:- 
«;)ed. to recQti«9e MeiKieith'a recovery with 
tbt* v^iofid of th!^ second 8%ht, wd the 
l9fRe faip^riwced Seers were disypleased 
with bisi finr not baviiig died. But others 
thought the oredit of the visioB sufficiently 
fulfilled 9 by the wound inflicted by the faandt 
^nd with the weepon» foretold } and all were 
of opinioDy that the incident of the ring, 
witb the deatb's-^heady related to the death 
of the bribe's father,, who did not survive 
her marriage Wmy months. The incredu- 
loos held, tbal all this was idle dreaming^ 
9^d Uiat Alilan's su{^oaed vision was but a 
qons^q^no of the priyate suggestions of 
bi9 own pas£jw» which, having kmg stea 
in Menteit^ af riy^^l more beloved than 
hdoiself, struggied with his better nature^ 
and impressed upoas him, as it. were iav<v 
Iwtwily, the idei^ of killie^ his c^mpet^- 

Menteitb did w>^ recover sufficiently to 
join Montrose during his brief and glorious 
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trareer ; and irli^Ei that heroic genarat d^ 
banded ha army and retiredfrom Seathaid« 
Mentmth resolved to adopt the life of pri- 
vacy, ivfaich he l6d till tlie llestdraiaUiii. A£^ 
ter thai happy event» he oceoj^ed a. sitaa** 
tion m the land befitting his raal^ U^A 
longy happy at&e in public r^ard and^iii 
domestic Hflbction, and died «t a. good old 
■age* '-'.'''' 

Om tkwmitU periitue hBfire been so lv> 
aritedy that, exeepting Montrose kwhose 
exploits and fate are the tiieme of bistory, 
we have only to mention Sir Dagald Dri^ 
getty. This gendeman conttnuei^ wi& the 
most rigoroas punctnalityi todisehai^faii 
duty, and i;o refceiire his pay, untS he ivas 
made prisoner^ iarmong others, upon <he 
^eld of PhUHpfaaugfa. He was condemned 
to share the fate of his fellow^irfBcers mm 
that occasioa, who were downed to death 
rather by denunciations . from -the pulpit^ 
than the sentence either of «civil or mitttary 
tribnnel ; their Uood being considered as a 
sort of sin-olferu^ to: take away thie guilt of 
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llie laniiy and the ^te ittiposed upon the Ca« 
liaumhes, under 4 fpflscial dispeosation^ be* 
ing impiottsljr and cruelly applied to them. 
' Several Low Country officers, in the ser^ 
wee of tfa« Covenanters, interceded for 
Bfldgetty upon this occasion, representing 
hiA as a person whose sktU would be ose* 
fiai in their army, and who wonld be leadi* 
ly induced to change his service. But on 
tills point theyibnnd Sir Dugald unexpect- 
edly obstinate. He had engagted with the 
%ing Hot a certain term, and, till that was 
4$xpired, his princij^ wcmld not permit any 
shadow of changing. The Covenanters^ 
again, understood no such nice distinction^ 
»nd he was in the utmost danger of faHing 
a martjr, not to this or that pelitical prin^ 
eiple, but merely to stoict ideas of a miHn^ 
tary enlistment. Ibrtunately, his friends 
discovered) by Computation, that there re(> 
mained but a fortnight4o elapse of the €n^ 
gagement he had formed, and ta whieh^ 
though certain it was never to be renew; 
vcdy no power on earth could make him 



ftke. With some difficulty they procured 
a reprieve for this short apace, after which 
they found him perfectly willixig to come 
under any engagements they chose to dic- 
tete* He entered the service of the EstisteB 
accordingly, and wrought himself £f» 
ward to be M^or in Gilbert Ker's coqis^ 
commoidjF called the Kirk'a Own Segi 
ment of Horse* Of bia farther history 
we know nothing, until we find him in 
possession of his pate riml estate of Drum- 
thwacket, which he acqiiired, not by the 
sword^ but by a pacific intermarriage with 
Hannah Stiachan, a matvoo somewhat 
stridden in years» the widop of th« Abw> 
deenshkre Covenanter. 

Sir Dugakl i» supposed to have sun^ived 
the Revolution, as. traditions of no verji 
distant date represent him aa cruising 
about in that country, v^ry oldt very dia^ 
and very full of inlermiaablie st^^ies about 
the immortal Gustavw Adolphus, the lion 
c^ the Norths and iKe bulwaxit; 9f the Pro* . 
testant Faith.. ^ 
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Bouder! The Tai^es op my Laks- 
I.ORP lu::^ now finally dosed* and it \ira8 
my ^purpose to have addf e^sed thee io tbp 
vein of Jedediah Clei9hbDt]3uwn $ but^ Uk^ 
JtJawsi tbis 9011 of A^mBXp wd all other 
imagmaiy atory-teU^ Jedediab baa melt- 
ed into Hkifx air- 
Mr Clei&bbotham bm^ the sam/e a^eaem- 
bianco to Arielt a9 he U vrhoae voice 
l)e roge doth to the asige Proapero ; and 
yet, ao fond aise we pf the fiotiona of our 
Qsm fancy, that I part vitb hinH and 
^U his imaginary iocaUties,^ with idle re* 
luctance. , I ana aware this is a feelii^ in 
which the reader will little sympathize; 
but he cannot be more sensible than I am, 
that sufficient varieties have now been ex- 
hibited of the Scottish character^ to ex- 
haust one individual's powers of observa* 
lion, and that to persist would beuseless 
and tedious, I have the vanity to suppose^ 
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that the popularity of these Novels bas^ 
shewn my cKiuntrymen, and their peculiar 
rities» in lights which were new to the 
Southern reader ; and that many, hitherto 
indifierent npon tise enfojeoti have beea in- 
duced to read Scottish history, from the 
allusions in these works of fiction. 

I retnre from the fields conscious there 
.remains behind not only a large harvest^ 
but labourers capable of -gathering - it itf. 
More ttaa-one writer has of fete displayed 
talents of this description ; and if the pre» 
MOt attttbr, himself a phantom, may be 
permitted to distinguish a brother, w peii- 
haps a feiMef ahadow,' he would tnention, ih 
particular, the author ci the rery lirelf 
urorky entitled " Marriage." 
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